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were not disposed tu experiment upon at th« expense* of the 
public. That he did obtain such patrons has been a fortunate 
circumstance for the country, and perhaps, had he not been re- 
warded by the appointment which he now so ably fills, the calum- 
nies of interested individuals would never have disturbed his re- 
pose, though the British Navy might reap tlie advantage of his 
principles of building ships of war confessedly superior to any 
hitherto constructed ; and I woidd have been spared the necessity 
of exposing a combination to destroy the professional character of 
a man who stands in the way of the interested motives of those 
who are parties to it. For a series of years those paities have 
been casting aspersions upon the performances of the vessels of 
Sir W. Symonds's construction, and as that gallant officer never 
condescended to reply to the calumnies, palpable enough to those 
who understood the orginating motive, they passed current witb 
all who mistook earnest and acute design for well-meaning patriot- 
ism, and who had no means of residing self , self self, in the anony- 
mous slanderer in the columns of a newspaper. He declined to 
combat with those who preferred, to honourable and open opposi- 
tion, that cover for all that is mean and base in principle^ according 
to the understood rules of society, however applicable in a military 
campaign. " An dolus aut mrtus quis in hoste requiratJ^ They 
were left to pursue their course unobstructed, until un refuted ca- 
lumnies began to wear the semblance of truth, and in spite of 
official documents which broadly gave the lie to the aspersors^ the 
subject was at length mooted in the House of Commons. The 
importance that the truth should be more widely disseminated than 
it could possibly be ia the shape of official documents, now became 
apparent,^ and though he has declined himself tO' interfere, it may 
be permitted to others, who are anxious that calumnies should not 
go mirefuted, but above all, that an excellent system should not 
be cried down, to take up the cudgels in his favor.^ — Hence the 
present publication. 

If trials of Sir W. Symonds's ships are made, they are recklessly 
falsified — inferior vessels, beaten upon all points by those of his 
construction, are said to have proved themselves superior — sug- 
gestions of internal fittings made by captains who have sailed in 
those built by Iiim, liave been grasped at and published as faults, 
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These surely may be considered sufficient proofs that the French 
no longer hold their superiority in building ships of war^ and it may 
perhaps be inferred that as all of the foregoing vessels have been 
constructed by SirW. Symonds^ his system cannot have proved to be 
so entire a failure as some people would have the public to imagine. 
It would be difficult to find a similar list of vessels, built by other 
naval architects, which could thus beat some of the fastest vessels in 
the French navy, perhaps the only vessels which could pretend to 
such a competition would be those built after French models ; and 
yet in the face of such facts all credit is denied him for making the 
smallest improvements, and the Government is attacked for allowing 
vessels to be laid down upon principles of construction decidedly 
superior to any hitherto known or acted upon in Great Britain. 

Before entering further in details however, it may be as well, 
for the benefit of those who may have hitherto devoted no atten- 
tion to the subject, to give a short sketch of the rise and progress 
of the improvements affected by Sir W. Symonds. It was impos- 
sible for me to obtain the requisite information to enable me to do 
this without some assistance. I have not the honour of being 
personally known to that gallant officer, but through the medium 
of a mutual friend I was placed in possession of much that is con- 
tainedinthe following pages ; though for the great mass of the infor- 
mation and correspondence I am indebted to official documents 
and to the voluntary communications of commanders, who have 
sailed in ships of his construction, and who shared with myself in 
the indignation excited by a continuous effort to impress the pub- 
lic mind with the belief that the very best ships in the Royal Navy — 
there built by that gallant officer — ^were unfitted for active service. 

This indignation has not been a little inflamed, nor the necessity 
for the present publication lessened, by the speeches in Parlia- 
ment of certain gallant officers, depreciating the merits of the 
system of Sir W. Symonds, although those very officers had for- 
merly written in almost unqualified praise of his ships, after having 
commanded them under various and oftentimes trying circum- 
stances. I do not wish to bear hardly upon them. I seek not to 
attribute motives, — I give their letters — and if the sentiments 
therein expressed are strangely at variance with their parliamentary 



effusions, the fault is not mine ; let the public judge what value 
should be set on one or on the other, or whether value should be 
attached to either. 

Sir W. Symonds soon after he first turned his attention to the 
science of naval architecture, bringing to the task his practical 
knowledge as a seaman, was much struck by the great stability of 
the Gibraltar, as compared with that of any other vessel in the 
Royal Navy. He became, after some consideration, convinced 
that a ship having her means of stability, but having also a fine 
bottom, would beat all the ships in the service on every point con- 
sidered valuable in vessels of war. Some years elapsed, however, 
before he had an opportunity of testing the correctness of this idea, 
until he resided in Malta, when he was enabled, from a munificent 
bequest in the WiU of the late Admiral, the Honourable WiUiam 
Comwallis, to test the principles he contemplated in the construc- 
tion of aTTacht called the ** Nancy Dawson,^' in which he visited most 
of the interesting places in the Mediterranean. H er sailing qualities 
and capabilities as a sea-boat attracted the notice of Lord Vernon, 
and he soon became convinced of the soundness and solidity 
of that system of construction. The exertions of the noble 
Lord, to bring the Board of Admiralty, of that day into his 
views, was most strenuous. He felt it would be a benefit 
conferred upon the Empire if he succeeded, and with a spirit 
of disinterested patriotism, he at length offered to purchase 
the Columbine, then about to be laid down, if built upon the plan 
of Sir W. Symonds, should she, after a fair and suflScient trial, not 
prove to be successful. 

Lord Vernon was ultimately enabled to carry his point; and Sir 
W. Symonds built the Columbine* at Portsmouth Dock-yard, 
notwithstanding the factious opposition of the Dock-yard authori- 
ties and their creatures ; and then commenced the illiberal cabal 
and persecuting intrigues of the School of Naval Architecture ; 
every difficulty being thrown in his way ; and here let me for one 
naoment call attention to the performances of this beautiful vessel : 
Commander Henderson, in his report to the Admiralty of the sail- 



• His Lordsbip also took his own Yacht, the Transit, to pieces, and converted 
her into a reduced Columbine, calling her Harlequin. 



ing qualites of the Columbine, makes a statement from which I may 
here extract the following passages. — The report will be found in 
extenso in the subsequent pages of this volume. 

"On weighing from the Downs on the 2nd of September, 1834, at 
5h. 15m. A.M. H.M.S. Thalia was seven miles directly to windward, and 
under sail before Columbine ; that both vessels worked through the 
Channel the whole day under double-reefed topsails, setting and taking 
in top-gallant sails occasionally ; and at 7h. 30m. p.m. we anchored under 
Dungeness, three miles to windward of Thalia, having beat her 10 miles 
out of 25. On the following day, under similar sail the vessels weighed 
together about a mile distant, working through the Channel as before ; 
Thailia was lost sight of from the mast-head in 11 hours ; and ever since 
that period Columbine has had the advantage over every ship of war she 
has yet sailed with, of from a mile, to a mile and a half an hour to the 
wind, except on one occasion only, beating between the Islands of Cerigo 
and Seroi with unsteady winds, when Childers, for three hours following 
crossed on opposite tacts about the same distance, or rather less to wind- 
ward than she was at starting, viz.. three cables' length ; but this was a 
singular exception only, as the very first opportunity afler of sailing with 
her in open sea room, off Malta, on the 7th August 1835, under the 
observation of the commander-in-chief, she beat Endymion, Sapphire, and 
Childers, at the rate of a mile and a mile an hour to the wind ; and al- 
though Childers is the fastest vessel, excepting Vernon, she has sailed 
with, the advantage over her may be estimated at a mile an hour to the 
wind, and sparing top-gallant, and top-mast studding sails off the wind. 

" On the first trial with Scout and Childers by the orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief, on the 5th November, 1834, our superiority over 
Scout was from a mile and a half to two miles, and over Childers a mile 
to the wind in moderate winds ; and in strong winds, after Scout parted 
company, we spared Childers top-gallant sails, and weathered on her 
nearly half a mile an hour without them. 

" On the 7th March, 1834, running with the wind abafl the beam in 
a considerable sea, under treble reefed topsails, double-reefed boom main- 
sail and fore topmast staysail, lowering maintop sail occasionally to keep 
on the Admiral's beam, from 8h. p.m. to 4h. a.m. of the 8th, spared Cale- 
donia, Edinburgh, Revenge and Canopus, courses and jib, Thunderer 
and Portland hauling up and setting square mainsail, as necessary to keep 
station ; and on the 9th, in working round the Island of St. George with 
Vernon and Portland, whilst making the last tack to weather the island, 
the fore-yard gave way in the slings, which compelled us to pass to lee- 
ward of it again. At 45 minutes past noon Vernon spoke us abreast of the 
Island, standing for Salaamis, carrying all sail ; Portland was then hull 
down a head, steering for Salaamis, also, and, notwithstanding the want of 
our foresail, we came up and anchored at the same time with Portland, 
and only 15 minutes after Vernon,* each vessel carrying all possible sail. 

"At 6 a.m. 27th January, 1836, a French brig-of-war was dis- 
covered six or seven miles a head. At 7h. both vessels were under top- 

* The Vernon was also built by Sir W. Symonds. 
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mast and top-gallant studding sails. At 8h. Columbine was abreast of 
her. At 9b. both vessels came to the wind with light wind. At lOh. 
they were under royals and all sail ; French brig half a mile on the lee 
quarter. At 5h. p m. her royals were only to be seen from the deck on 
the same bearing, having left her immediately in the wind's eye 10 or 12 
miles, without ever going more than 3i knots during the day ; she was a 
brig of 20 guns, and appeared a powerful vesse. 

** On our passage to England we came up with, to the southward of 
Ushant, and passed, as if at anchor, the Scorpion and Eclipse packets, 
the first having sailed from Malta eight days before us, and although two 
days were lost at Gibraltar and Tangier, we arrived at Plymouth two 
days before them. 

" I have also to state, that she is extremely easy in every description 
of sea ; that she carries her sail with uncommon stability, being able to 
bear her lee ports open under double-reefed topsails and courses, going 
nine knots close hauled; steers and works well, and, on a recent occasion 
ran twenty minutes under all sail before the wind, going 11 knots, without 
veering the tenth part of a point, with the tiller untouched by the helms- 
man ; and I would humbly, but safely, assert, that she is, of the many 
vessels I have been in, the easiest in a head sea, and the most correct in 
steerage, (insomuch that her reckoning has scarcely been out a mile since 
I have commanded her,) and that she accommodates her crew with great 
comfort, stows foreign stores and provisions for four months well ; draw- 
ing about 13 feet 11 inches forward, and 15 aft.'' 

One successful eflfort is rarely sufficient to convince the sceptical 
of the justice of a new theory. When Fulton succeeded in carry- 
mg his friends in the first experimental steam vessel to the place 
appointed for their holiday recreation, they were all willing enough 
to believe that they were there, but few indeed wo\ild believe in the 
possibility of returning by the same mode of conveyance. Thus 
Sir W, Symonds had established the validity of his theory by the 
performances of the Columbine, but there the matter might have 
rested had it not been for the enterprizing spirit of His Grace 
the Duke of Portland, who, on his first introduction, requested 
reduced Lines on which to build a Yacht for his own use; 
His Grace also caused several small vessels to be built at 
his own expense, to give Sir William an opportunity of trying 
practical experiments. The residt of those experiments was 
the model of the Pantaloon, which vessel was purchased by 
the Government, after her performances had been reported 
wonderfully successful. More recently, this same public spirited 
nobleman has offered to risk large sums of money on the success- 
ful issue of Sir William^s principles of naval construction. If 
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further proof of the excellent qualities of the Pantaloon were re- 
quisite than the fact that she was purchased by Government^ after 
satisfactory trials^ such proof may be found in the report from 
Lieutenant S. Dacres to the Admiralty. That officer states 
that his 

** Remarks are founded from two years experience, during which 
period we were chiefly employed in conveying the mail to and from 
Lisbon, and had good opportunities of trying her in all weathers, particu- 
larly in the gales of February, 1833, when her amazing weatherly quali- 
ties, under low sail and dryness lying-to, were most astonishing. She 
scuds admirally well, having come home from Lisbon in June, 
1834, in as heavy a gale as the oldest seaman on board had ever wit- 
nessed ; I believe the passage to be the shortest ever known. Whilst on 
that service I have had trials with many packets, none of which had any 
chance with the Pantaloon ; we likewise beat the Briton, Nimrod, and 
Orestes on the Lisbon station. 

" I have only to add that her accommodations on the lower deck for 
her men are capital, and that our sick list was uncommonly small, taking 
into consideration the constant exposure to wet weather." 

The remaining obstacles to the adoption of Sir W. Symonds's 
system were such as usually beset the promoters of every improve- 
ment. They were finally overcome by the generous and persever- 
ing exertions of the Duke of Portland, Lord Vernon, and the 
confidence of Sir James Graham, Sir T. Hardy, and the then 
existing Board of Admiralty, who gave to Sir William the ap- 
pointment which he now fills with such advantage to the country 
— ^that of Surveyor of the Navy. 

Who, let me ask, is Sir William Symonds ; this much decried and 
calumniated Surveyor of the Navy ? Is he, as his opponents would 
willingly enduce the public to believe, a man of no mark or likeli- 
hood; or is he on the contrary, one who, by a long series of brilli- 
ant services to his country, had fairly earned the favourable notice 
of the Government, independently of his being absolutely the man 
of all others best qualified for his present high office ? It is to be 
questioned whether the detractors of this gallant officer can exhibit 
escutcheons emblazoned with similar achievements. 

Sir Wm. Symonds, if I am correctly informed, is the son of 
Capt. Thomas Symonds, R.N. and was born at Taunton, Somerset- 
shire, in the year 1782. At the early age of 11 years he had the 
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misfortune to lose his parent. The naval spirit was, however, 
hereditary, and in 1794, when 12 years old, the young William 
Symonds entered the service at Tbrbay, as a midshipman on board 
the ^^ London," and for 22 years was incessantly and actively em- 
ployed in almost every description of craft, and in most parts of the 
world, and thus gained that knowledge and experience which have 
proved the foundation of his great constructive improvements. 
Whilst in the London, he shared in Lord Bridport's action off 
L'Orient, when 3 sail of the line, Alexandre, Tigre and Formidable 
were captured ; was also present when the Gloire and Gentille, 
French frigates, and the Jean Bart (Corvette) were taken by Sir 
John Colpoy's squadron; and was afterwards employed in the 
blockade of Richerie, at Cadiz. The London also bore a conspicu- 
ous part in the transactions attending the munity at Spithead. 

In 1797} Mr. Symonds was discharged into the Cerberus 
frigate of 32 guns, which, commanded by Capt. John Drew cap- 
tured 2 large corvettes and several privateers, and after the melan- 
choly death of her gallant Captain, under the command of Captain 
Macnamora, engaged 3 large Spanish frigates and 2 corvettes, 
off Cape Ortegal^ disabling the men-of-war and burning the largest 
ship in their convoy. He subsequently served in the Cambrian, 
40, one of the Channel and Western squadron, under Sir Edward 
Pellew, and was also engaged in supplying the Chouans, in Quibe- 
ron Bay, with arms and money, and in capturing several armed 
vessels from the enemy. 

In 1800, he passed for a Lieutenant, and was sent to the Endy- 
mion, which convoyed a fleet of Indiamen from St. Helena to the 
Downs, Mr. Symonds taking charge of a ship worth £300,000, and 
carrying her safely to the river. He was subsequently appointed 
as Lieutenant to the Belleisle, 74, and the Royal Sovereign, 100 ; 
both ships were attached to the blockading squadron off Toidon, 
under the command of the immortal Nelson, and both bore a dis- 
tinguished part in the crowning victory of Trafalgar, but Lieut. 
Symonds having in the interim been appointed 1st. Lieutenant of 
the Inconstant, 36, had the mortification of not being a personal 
sharer in that battle. As 1st. Lieut, of the Scorpion, 18 guns, 
Capt. Philip Carteret, he was most actively employed in the West 
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Indies following and blockading Jerome Buonaparte's squadron, 
destroying forts and vessels in the Spanish main, and on the Ply- 
mouth station capturing successively a considerable number of the 
most celebrated and mischievous French privateers in those seas of 
whom the Scorpion was the complete scourge. He then took the 
command of the Violet lugger, stationed at the Channel islands for 
the purpose of carrying dispatches between them and England and 
the squadron off Cherbourg ; next as 1st. Lieut, of the Brilliant, 
28, he went to Rio Janeiro, under Sir Sidney Smith and Admiral 
de Courcy, and subsequently was appointed to the San Domingo 
which was employed in the blockade of Flushing, under Admiral 
Sir Richard Strachan. 

In 1811, he was appointed 1st Lieut, of the Pique, Hon. Capt^ 
Anthony Maitland, in which he continued to the close of the war 
in 1816, actively employed in the Channel, at Lisbon, and in the 
West Indies ; and which ship, during that period, captured, recap- 
tured, and detained no less than 24 vessels of the enemies property. 
Thus triumphantly closed the warlike services of Sir W. Symonds 
afloat, the variety and nature of which speak for themselves. During 
the whole of this period of 22 years he had paid the utmost at- 
tention to the construction, advantages and defects of all the vessels 
with which he served, or which came under his notice, and it was 
from the practical observations which he then made that he drew 
the inference that the then existing system of construction was ra- 
dically faulty, and that the remedy was to be found in the adoption 
of those principles which he has since introduced into the British 
Navy with so much credit to himself and with so much advantage 
to the country. 

Peace, though it consigned the sword of Sir William Symonds 
to its sheath, did not impair the energy of his mind, or the activity 
of his services in behalf of his country, in another, though not 
widely different, and certainly not less useful, sphere of action. 
It was now that he sought to prove practically to the Admiralty 
and to the public, the truth of the theory which long-continued 
observation had confirmed. In 1819, he was appointed Magistrate 
for the Maltese Ports, Captain of the Port of Valetta, and Intend- 
ant of Marine Police, where he remained till 1825 ; whilst there^ 
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he forwarded to the Admiralty a plan for shipping Cleopatra^s 
Needle, and for saving the remains of the Athenienne, lost on the 
Esquerques. But what is of far more importance to the present 
purpose, it was here he built his famous yacht, Nancy Dawson, 
whose speed and capabilities surprised and astonished every one 
who saw her performances. Here, too, he brought the pirates, 
Delano and his crew, to trial, six of whom were hanged in the case 
of the William and Helen. In 1825, he was appointed to the 
Royal George, H. M. yacht, and commanded the Calliope tender, 
superintending the oyster fishery at Jersey. In this year he com- 
menced building his celebrated Columbine sloop of war, to which 
he was (having been previously raised to the rank of commander) 
appointed in 1826, when he witnessed her triumphant superi- 
ority over every other ship in the experimental squadron. In 
1827^ he was posted; and in 1830, built for his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, the Pantaloon, which was victorious in the squadron 
of Sir Edward Codrington ; and also received the thanks of the 
Admiralty for a Treatise on the Hydrography, or Navigation of 
the Adriatic. 

It now became evident to the authorities that it was for the 
interest of the nation to secure the services of Sir William 
Symonds in the construction of our vessels of war, more especially 
as the complete inefficiency of the naval architects of the old 
school had now been made palpable. He was accordingly, in 1831, 
ordered to Woolwich, to construct various ships ; and in 1832, 
as the just reward of his abilities, was appointed Surveyor of the 
Navy. In this capacity he has since continued his career of 
of usefulness ; and, though envy, malice, and detraction have con- 
stantly assailed him on the part of those who resented the ap- 
pointment of a naval officer as an intrusion on their self-constituted 
monopoly, the splendid list of ships which he has constructed will 
long prove to the world that a more judicious or satisfactory 
appointment was never made. To these monuments of his skill 
it is needless here to refer, but it would be imjust wholly to omit 
noticing his great personal exertions whilst holding this office, 
not only at the expense of his own trouble, but of his own purse 
also, to obtain the most accurate information on the state of 
foreign navies and timber, as well as of our own ; and, indeed, to 
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provide for that superiority, in every minute detail, of the con- 
struction of our men-of-war, which it was his great object to give 
to them as a whole. With this view, he has successively visited 
the Baltic, St. Petersburgh, Stockholm, Copenhagen, Brest, the 
Russian and Turkish establishments in the Bosphorus and Black 
Sea, Genoa, and the timber districts in the Appenines, whence 
he has introduced the acorns into our own royal forests, and into 
the woods of many English noblemen and gentlemen. He has 
also reported to the Admiralty on the state and capabilities of the 
Forest of Dean and the New Forest, suggesting many valuable 
improvements in these great home nurseries of our navy. He has 
been besides recently employed as one of the Commissioners 
to discover the most eligible situations between Portsmouth and 
the Thames for harbours of refuge ; in which capacity he has re- 
ported in favour of Dimgeness. 

For upwards of fifty years, therefore, the life of Sir William 
Symonds has been one of incessant employment in behalf of the 
public. In 18375 he received the thanks of the Admiralty for the 
improvements which be had introdueed into the Navy, and for 
the valuable quaUties of the ships of his construction. Since 
then, successive improvements have justified the increased con- 
fidence which has on many occasions been testified by successive 
administrations ; which, however difiering from their predecessors 
in political opinions, have, much to their credit, all agreed that 
merit should be the sole criterion for such an employment. Un- 
dismayed by the accusations of his enemies he has replied to them 
only by producing vessel after vessel of the most faultless models ; 
their misrepresentations he has left to time to refute — time, which 
never fails to bring justice in its train ; and now, when their own , 
mean, selfish, and ungenerous motives have been made apparent 
to the world, the crowning triumph of his genius is displayed in 
the magnificient assemblage of the men-of-war of his construction, 
the naval gems of that unequalled experimental squadron lately 
riding at Spithead, and which proceeded to sea in the presence 
of the Sovereign of the first maritime nation of the world. 

With judgment matured, and energy unrelaxed by age, long 
may Sir William Symonds live to enjoy his triumph ; and what 
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to su^h men is far more satisfactory^ long may he continue his 
career of usefulness, cheered by the proud consciousness tiiatt he is 
not undeserving either of the approbation of the responsible minis- 
ters of his Sovereign, or of the generous and warm hearted praise 
so lavishly bestowed by his brethren o^tbat profession to which 
he has devoted his life — ^the profession whose past glory he has 
aided to achieve with his sword; and whose future renown he has, 
perhaps, stiU more contiibuted to secure, by bringing to a per- 
fection hitherto unknown, those mighty fabrics which in every 
clime, and on every sea, are destined to uphold and perpetuate the 
real power and just dominion of this great country. 

Having thus briefly described the career of Sir William Symonds, 
it may not be altogether foreign from the purpose of this pubUca- 
tion, to enquire into the origin and motives of the extraordinary and 
pertinacious hostility with which he has, for so many years, been 
assailed. The first and most prominent cause has doubtless been 
his eminent success. There have been few men of genius who 
have burst the conventional trammels of their art, who have not 
been persecuted in a similar manner. It is not necessary to refer 
to Galileo, to Harvey, or to other great discoverers, to illustrate 
this truth. But beyond and behind this, there are mean and per- 
sonally iselfish motives which have barbed, with the accumulated 
venom of years of disappointed malice, the arrows which have been 
of late so freely launched against the Surveyor of the Navy. 

There will be doubtless many 'amongst our professional readers 
who remember the attention, which sit the commencement of the 
present century, was bestowed upon the art of Naval Architecture, 
and the regret with wjiich the avowal was almost nationally made^ 
that the models of our ships were inferior to those of foreign, and 
especially of French construction. Commissioners of naval revi^ 
sion were appointed ; and without going into lengthly details, it 
may be sufficient for present purposes to state that a School of 
Naval Architecture was established ; the object of which was, to 
instruct our superior shipwrights in the scientific part of their pro- 
fession; at the same time that our Dock-yards gave them the 
opportunity of combining that science with daily practice. This 
school was liberally endowed at the public expense. The youngest 
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students received incomes fiar exceeding those of old naval officers ; 
and dockyard appointments^ equal in value^ though under a hum- 
bler title to those of a junior flag officer were freely bestowed upon 
the senior students. A highly theoretically scientific man was 
placed at the head of the^ichool} and for years and years this system 
was followed up; until not only the officers of the navy, who had 
long known the fact, but at length the public at large declared that 
though some alterations and perhaps some petty improvements 
had been eflfected by means of !this school, yet the great object for 
which it was established was as far off as ever. Twenty-two years 
had eflFected no strikingly visible improvement in our naval con- 
struction ; and the decisive voice of patient experience pronounced 
the School of Naval Airchitecture to be a failure, and the expendi- 
ture of public money upon it to have been worse than useless. 
This school had, as a corporation, followed the dull beaten path of 
prescription, and the more daring spirits amongst them who would 
have departed firom that path were curbed with the tight hand of 
authority, and made to feel how dangerous it was for the pupil to 
appear to be wiser than his instructors. It was in vain that naval 
officers who had the command of the vessels thus year after year 
turned out of oyxr dock-yards, complained of their manifold defici- 
encies; their complaints were resented as an attack upon the 
supremacy of that amphibious dock-yard authority of which the 
School of Naval Architecture was the incarnation ; a School which, 
in the fond expectation of most of those who belonged to it, was to 
found a dynasty doomed for centuries to wield a despotic sceptre 
over the construction of our armed marine. 

Taught by their practical education that the then system of ship 
building was perfect, the members of the school devoted their ma- 
thematical and algebraical learning to working out problems, which 
should, on paper at least, hide their mistakes beneath the dignified 
mantle of science. IS they were told by the united voice of a whole 
ship's crew that a vessel sailed badly, pitched heavily, and was defi- 
cient in weatherly qualities, the facts were immediately answered 
by a number of mathematical lines, duly marked a, i, c, &c. &c. 
and by a few algebraical calcuIations,in which the changes on pltis and 
minus were rui^ till the facidties of the majority of readers were 
confounded^ to prove that it was utterly impossible that a ship built 
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on such lines could be iinweatherly> could pitch heavily, or sail badly, 
TbvLSy not only wilfully shutting their eyes to, but boldly denying 
the facts, the accumulation of which nevertheless, made a forcible 
impression upon the profession and die public, it is not to be 
wondered at that they rejected with scom;|pid indignation the various 
suggestions made from time to time by the naval officers who sailed 
these vessels, and whose experience and practical knowledge enti* 
tied them to the utmost attention* But, no I to admit: a naval offi- 
cer within the precincts of the Dockyard was, with them little short of 
blasphemy. Their monopoly was in danger^ and once submit to 
this there would have been no saying where the innovation would 
end. Thus they brou^t forward their 'Own theories to oppose facts ; 
and when suggestions were made, those> suggestions were sneered at 
as theoretical. It was in vain to teil them that he who governed 
and directed the whole fabric was really the practical man. Their 
narrow minds and interestedly limited vision oould not embrace 
this truth, and because the captain of a man-of-war might not he 
able to handle the tools of a ship's carpenter^ they sagaciously 
decided that his opinions, on the qualities and construction of a 
ship, were wholly worthless. The bricklayers declared themselves 
your only architects; and unfortunately for more dian twenty 
years the shreds of science of which they had become possessed 
enabled them to clothe their fallacies in a vestment, which, to the. 
uninitated eye, gave them that respectable appearance, which — like 
hypocrisy to virtue — ^is the greatest homage that falsehood can pay 
to trut^. Tlie English are however essentially a practical people ; 
aud it [did not require any argument to convince diem that the 
alleged science which invariably failed to accomplish its avowed 
objects could in truth be no science at all. At this time, as if still 
more to overwhelm them, burst upon them the splendid vessels 
built by the Surveyor, previously to his appointment to that office. 
That the principles of construction developed in these vessels 
should have taken the public by storm is not surprising. Their 
superior merit it was impossible to deny; and when Sir James 
Graham appointed Sir W. Symonds, Surveyor of the Navy, the 
voice of the profession and the public at large gave full sanction 
to his choice. Endeavouring, however, to mix up party feeling 
with the question, the clique of the School of Naval Architecture 
were indiscreet enough to attack the appointment, and to bring 



their complaint before Piarliltnient^ which drew on their heads the 
merited rebuke they received from Sir James Graham in his two- 
fold statement, that not one of the parties, so complaining, was 
fitted for the office of Surveyor of the Navy ; and in his own me- • 
morable words, ^^lammimsed and firmly persuaded that Capt* 
Symonds is more competent to fill that office than any other gen- 
tleman 1 could possibly select/^ The result of the debate, which 
tiiey thus provoked, was the ultimate abolition of the School 
of Naval Architecture as useless and inexpedient: but all the 
members of that School were with great generosity liberally pro- 
vided for by employment in the public service, under that very 
Surveyor whom they have ever since labored grossly to calumniate. 
It must be observed, however, in speaking of the members of this 
School as the party opposed to Sir W. Symonds, I speak not of 
them as a body; for on the contrary, as I shall presently show, 
there are many honorable exceptions ; hut I speak of the clique, 
whom, if I chose, I could individually name^ who assume to them- 
selves torepr^ssent that School, and who have, through various pub- 
lications, impressed this misrepresentation on the public mind, 
though in reality they only consist of a small knot of interested and 
disappointed men* Stung by the open rebuke they thus receive4 
in parliament, these parties next resorted to the press to detail their 
alleged greivances, and to misrepresent and detract from every 
effi)rt of the Surveyor to improve the condition of our marine. As 
a matter of principle, they contended that no naval officer should 
ever be appointed to such a situation ; complained as a hardship 
that their own superior merits should be overlooked ; asserted that 
the Surveyor's principles of construction were nought, and incon- 
sistently enough in the same breath asserted that they were pre- 
viously aware of the same principles, forgetting tiiat they thus 
condemned themselves in not having hitherto reduced those prin- 
ciples to practice. 

It is needless now to expose the futility of the arguments thus 
made use of ; few who took an interest in the subject, can forget 
the unanswerable manner in which their assertions were answered, 
and their pretensions ridiculed at the time by Capt. Marryatt. 
That a Captain in the Navy is competent to fulfil the duties of 
Surveyor no one will now deny ; and the principles introduced by 
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S\t W* S^oi>4is have not oaly beep established by his owa ve«)6e}% 
but hqiye actu^ly^ been^ to great extent pirated by the members of 
the very di^i^e whep sua opportunity has been ajSEbrd^d theu ; th^- 
vessels hayiiig e:s:a^tly more or less merit as they approached 
aearer to, or departed from* the surveyqr's lines. To the members 
of thi^ qliquci indeed^ every chance of disproving their inf^iority 
h^ bee^ givQP^ Qot only during the supremacy of t^ieir school^ but 
since i^ abolition^ And what b^ been the Fesult^ ? Jjet apy ua^ 
prejudiced perison con^iilt the ftecounts of the Sf^^ing of the Aotoeon^ 
Yolage, Oreste£|j Comus^ plectra, Lairne, Fly^ Rose^ &c. and com^ 
pare them with the official returns of the Si^veyor^s ships^ and 
tb$a ssqr whether there can be the slight^t doubt as to the gre^ 
superiority of the latter over those I have named^ and of which tl^^ 
paternity belongs to this self-praised school. 

In reference to stability alone (which the clique, in t^heir pil,b^ 
cations^ have perhaps not unji^^tly declared to be the most essen^ 
tial feature of eonstruption) — compare the i|iclination of the Volage 
under close reefed top-sails and courses, 18 to 2Q degrees, with the 
7 to 9 degreais^ of the Carysfort under the ^me sail ; or indeed 
take any easiential point and it will equally be found that every 
one pi the Surveyoir^s ships has beaten all the ships of the SchoQl 
of Nav^ Arcbitepture, be the point what it may. And coming tp 
mojre recent times when the united efforts of Messrs. Chatfield^ 
Reid & Cr^use were devoted to ii^ poi^structiqn of the Espiegl^j 
(ip laying down whose lines by the by, they adopted the most 
strilfuig of the improvements of Sir W* ^ymonds, and abandoned 
^^ gf §atest part of their own heresy) ; it w^ still foimd that the 
Flying iPis^i of th^ Surveyorj^ beat her; and consequently, thatthe^ 
OQ^tria^^tive principles which he had laid dQwn were ipipregnable. 
I hay^ pQ^Qted out the origin of the party made against Sir W« 
Syoptondsj pow thirteen years ago^ and from their owii allegations 
it will lyppe^ how much personal piortf ^cation ha;S instigi^ted per-^ 
9011^ hostility. Proi^ that period to the present th^t hpstUity h^ 
not only bf^ii mmitigfted ]>\it increased; each suQcessive tri\iQiph 
of tb§ Surveyor has f^dd<^d ^ its| inteni^ity ; and I regret to say^i 
that Qeither the limits of trut^, decency, nor gentlemaplike feeling 
hfive re^^med its outbreak. The actions of every publip man 
mi ^pen tp ffur priticismL^ an^ of that crit^obm he has ^ r^ght to 
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complain ; but when day after day, for years and years successirely, 
the most deliberate and wilful falsehoods are unblushingly published, 
and even motives derogatory to the character;, I will not say of an 
o£5cer and a gentleman merely, but of a man possessing the 
slightest spark of common honesty, are attributed by jealous subor- 
dinates to their patient superior ; when every fresh triumph of 
naval skill only brings down a storm of personal abuse on the 
head of him who is thus winning the gratitude of his country; it 
is time for some connected with the naval profession to speak out^ 
nor suflFer longer the obscurity of the slanderers to shelter 
them from the merited contempt which slanders so mean> 
so base^ and so malignant, must inevitably bring upon their 
devoted heads. 

It is possible that the friends of justice have been too long silent . 
Sir W. Symonds has himself treated these men with dignified con- 
tempt; answering their accusations only by producing, successively* 
a series of the finest vessels of every class that ever sailed the 
ocean ; but they, on the other hand, exasperated more and more by 
their continued failures^ and influencing a small portion of the 
press through certain obscure and recondite channels, have 
made use of that influence in every possible way to gratify their 
own malignant feeUngs, and have doubtless, by the force of re- 
peated and long continued misrepresentation, induced some really 
honorable men, unacquainted with the facts of the case, to take a 
part for a moment which further knowledge will induce them to 
regret they should ever have adopted. The falsehood of their repre^* 
sentations, the official documents now published will fully prove ; 
their personal malignancy stands recorded in many a newspaper 
paragraph ; the record of their defeat, the proof of their professional 
incapacity is to be found, in every ship built by the Surveyor in 
defiance of their principle of construction ; and the cause of their 
animosity may readily be traced to the conceit which led them to 
treat with scorn the gallant officers of the Navy, and the consequent 
mortification with which they have found themselves reduced by 
government to their true position, whether by birth, education, or 
ability, viz. that of superior mechanics in our Dockyards, reluc- 
tantly obeying orders which they would willingly give, and com- 
pelled to superintend'the execution of those noble vessels which 



are the all but living monuments of their own incompetency, and 
of Sir W. Symonds well assured triumph. 

I do not consider it at all necessary to enter into details as 
to the relative superiority in the construction of Sir W. Symonds's 
ships over those of other constructors ; that superiority has been 
sufficiently shown by the results to which it is now my object to 
invite attention, by publishing the official and other reports detail- 
ing them. The assertions^ so freely made by the detractors of the 
Surveyor, that his principles of construction are diametrically op- 
posed to sound science, have been shown to be false, by the excel- 
lence of his ships. He has been taunted that his vessels are the 
results of ^^ Heavenly inspiration,*' but they fully prove that suc- 
cessful practice can alone demonstrate true science, whilst unsuc- 
cessful science is, indeed, mere theory. The practice of Sir W. 
Symonds in naval construction, agrees fully with the theory of 
Chapman. Mr. Allan, formerly of Portsmouth Dock-yard, and a 
member of the Naval School of Architecture, says that ** the form 
adopted by Captain Symonds, ' is precisely that which Chapman 
shews to be the very best to produce a perfect vessel, and that the 
reasons he assigns why this form should not be given, do not apply 
to ships of war ; if, therefore. Captain Symonds be condemned by 
the self-elected tribunal which has sat in judgment on him, he may 
have the satisfaction of knowing that he has sentence passed on 
him in good company.'' That gentleman also says that ^^ the peculia- 
rity of Capt. Symonds's method consists in giving a very rising floor, 
(as much as is consistent witih the requisite capacity for the stowage 
of the ship) and great breadth and fulness, at and about the load- 
water line ; by which form he purposes to obtain great stability, 
with the power of very much reducing the quantity of ballast 
hitherto deemed indispensable. We shall see, by referring to page 
79 of Dr. Inman's translation of Chapman, what are the means 
recommended by him to attain the ends here proposed ; he says, 

'*To ^Ive to a ship the propeity of sailing and heating to windward, 
it is necessary to j^ive it great breadth, in proportion to its lengthy to fill 
it much towards the load- water line, curtailing it in the bottom." 

•' Here we have as perfect a description of Capt. Symonds pecu- 
liar midship section as words alone, without a drawing, can give. 
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iviz. great breadth in proportion to length, and to be filled much 
towards the water-line, curtailing it in the bottom. The object to 
be obtained by giving this form to a ship is, that she may sail and 
beat well to windward ; without which property no ship could be 
called an efficient man-of-war. The continuation of the above 
quotation is 

" Such a ship would require a numerous crew, because of the large- 
ness of the sails and the weight uf the anchors." 

*' It will be right to observe here, and to bear in mind throughout, 
the whole of the following observations, that as the author is 
writing on the construction of a merchant ship the great object of 
his aim is to obtain good sailing qualities as secondary considera- 
tions, the primary ones being the power of carrying a large cargo 
with as small a crew as safety will permit. In a ship of war, on 
the contrary, the service of the guns demanding a crew so numerous 
that each watch necessarily out- numbers the whole complement of 
a mercantile ship of equal capacity ; the objection, ^^ that such a 
ship would require a numerous crew, &c.^^ is totally inapplicable to 
the case under consideration ; and since the weight of every article 
entering into tlie fabric and equipment of a ship of each class is 
now accurately known and the total necessary displacement conse- 
quently ascertained, within a very few tons, the " large cargo*' 
which makes so prominent a figure in Chapman's disquisition, sinks 
into comparative insignificance, and leaves us unrestricted by its 
importance." 
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Another extract from the same page is as follows : 



**If it be required to navigate a ship with few men, it should have 
lilile breadth in proportion to its length. It would also he enabled to 
carry a great lading in proportion to its equipment of men, by giving it 
great fulness in its bottom ; but such a ship would sml badly close to the 
wind, and would come about with difficulty in a hollow sea." 

•* Now, as a great lading in proportion to its equipment of men is 
not required in a man-of-war, and a small crew (however desirable 
from economy) is unattainable from the necessary armament, I 
must confess myself at a loss to account for that support given-'to 
the ^^ittle breadth and great fulness of 1>ottom'' system in the face 
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Chapman^s acknowledgement^ that such ships would sail badly 
close to the wind^ and work with dij£culty in a hollow sea.^' 

*'By reference to page 24, we find he thus concludes a mathema- 
tical investigation^ 



" That as it is proper to give to a ship all the stability it is possible, 
it is right to enlarge it near the load-water line^ so as to raise the centre 
of gravity of displacement. This is a thing to be attended to, principally 
in ships which have great weights in their upper works." 

** This applies forcibly and conclusively to vessels of war, whose 
guns cannot be otherwise considered than as ' great weights in the 
upper works/ On the important object which Capt* Symonds has 
attempted to attdn^ the considerable reduction of ballast, we will 
allow Chapman again to speak for himself. At page 80 he says, 

*'To enable a ship to sail with a small quantity of ballast, it is neces- 
sary to fill the body between wind and water ; but a ship of this descrip- 
tion would require a considerable quantity of sail, which would render it 
necessary to have a great number of men.** 

^^ He here gives the means of obtaining the end, and states the 
only objection to their application ; this objection we have seen 
already does not prevent the filling of ships of war between wind 
and water to the fullest extent that other important considerations 
may justify, and, consequently the great diminution of ballast. 

^' Professor Inman, in a note to his translation, page 242, in 
which he has given the correct investigation of an expression fiom 
which Chapman had omitted an important term, arrives at the fol-^ 
lowing conclusion : — 

"We see how greatly the stability of a ship is increased by filling it 
between wind and water, and how little in proportion it is altered by a 
partial displacement of the la* ling and ballast. This is what Chapman 
observes, and hence it is, that he recommends the construction of ships df 
the line with rising floors.** 

" In practical illustration of this mathematical deduction T)t% 

tnman has given the results of calculations made by himself on 

two 74-gun ships, of very nearly the same principal dimensions 

and displacements ; the one having rising floors, the other flat 

ones; the first being more fiiUed about the water-line than ihe 

aeoond ; these results shew an excess of stability in the first ship 

d 
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of about one-sixteenth, and thus prove how desirable it is that all 
ships which require great stability should be so formed.*' 

'^ It would be tedious to multiply quotations &om this work, num- 
bers of which might be cited in favor of Capt. Symonds's principles. 
I shall bring forward but one more, leaving it to those who may 
feel inclined to investigate the same source for conviction, assuring 
them, there is ample ground yet untouched on by me. In his 
chapter on the proportions for privateers,— a class of vessels which 
Chapman considers should partake of the properties both of mer- 
chantmen and ships of war ; he says, 

** We are restrained from carrying these proportions (of breadth to 
length) as far as might be wished, but we must be content with less than 
the greatest perfection in the property of sailing well, since the cost of 
the ship, with the pay and subsistence of the men, which amount to a 
great sum, would exqeed the advantages gained." 

'* These considerations may be suj£cient to deter private adven- 
turers from ^ carrying these proportions as far as might be wished ; * 
but we, as the first maritime nation of £urope, should not be 
content with ^ less than the greatest perfection,* when attainable, 
even if at the expense of a little extra cost. It has, however, been 
incontrovertibly proved, that the expense of building Captain 
Symond&s ships is considerably less than those of the same class 
hitherto built : our best thanks are therefore due to him for the 
great stride the science of naval architecture has made under his 
auspices.** 

** In the work recently printed with such unexampled munificence 
for gratuitous distribution, by Capt. H. Beaufoy, containing the 
results of experiments, conducted by his late &ther, with astonish- 
ing care and precision, through a period of thirty-six years of his 
valuable life, I find the following passage, which I cannot forbear 
extracting, containing the strongest experimental evidence that 
could be wished for ; that the form of Capt. Symonds's ships is 
such as to give them the least possible direct resistance, and at the 
same time the greatest opposition to lee-way. 

'* The bottom of a floating solid should be made triangular ^ as in that 
case it will meet with the least resistance when moving in the direction 
of its longest axis, and with the greatest resistance when moving with its 
broadside foremost." 



No cbminant of mine could add force to the application of this 
quotation ; 1 shall therefore leave it to speak for itself. 

These are the remarks of one of the members of the Naval School 
of Architecture, a gentleman both scientifically and practically 
versed in ship building ; and they fully prove that the system of 
construction pursued by Sir William Symonds is practically that 
recommended in the book selected as the text-book of the Naval 
College, translated by Dr. Inman, the head of that Establish- 
ment, viz. the Afkihitectura Navalis Mercatoria. I will now quote 
the opinion of another gentleman, formerly of the Naval School, 
who it will be seen also states, that the 

•* New forms of ships by Sir W. Symonds. are most decidedly im- 
provements on the old ones heretofore produced in England." 

This gentleman, Mr. Major, late foreman of Chatham Dock-yard, 
in reference to the erroneous statements propagated, that ship 
builders, seientifically educated, have all condemned the surveyors' 
plans; says, 

** It is true that a few industrious writers somewhat acquainted with 
the mathematical principles of ship building, have circulated that there 
is a total want of knowledge of naval architecture displayed in the new 
plans of ships ; but on the other side it may be confidently asserted that 
those who are best acquainted with the principles of ship building, de- 
duced from the physico-mathematical sciences, and from observations of 
ships, readily admit that the new forms of ships are most decided improve- 
ments on the old ones heretofore produced in England.'' 

'* Fast sailing is the great desideratum in the British Navy, and 
the new plans are of that description of form pointed out for that 
purpose, by approved scientific writers. The reports, also, of the 
qualifications of the new ships at sea, concur in shewing that the 
ideas of the Surveyor of the Navy, in adopting his present forms, 
were not Hi-grounded. There is no reasoning against facts, and 
that the new plans produce most splendid ships all naval men avow, 
who have seen their performances at sea.'' 

^ The distinguishing characteristic of Capt. Symonds^s plans for 
ships is, increase of principal dimensions, particularly of the 
breadttu That the augmentation of ships of war is a principle 
which is conducive to superior qualities, no one can deny, who is 



At? all acquainted #lth the ccwnmon historical progrest of ship build- 
ing, putting CMit of the question a minute analytical acquaintalieft 
with ships. With regard to the proportional breadth, although 
Capt. SymondB has increased it considerably, it may be adduced 
in vindication of the justice of his ideas, that he has not enlarged 
it so much as an approved Mnriter in the ** Papers of Naval Archi- 
tecture*' recon^raended. Vol. IV. page 59 ; a work which was con- 
ducted by Messrs. Morgan and Creuze, of the School of Naval 
Architecturew Nor does the breadth now adopted exceed the pro- 
portional breadth of the Gibraltar, a man of war exceediligly Well 
spoken of by many eminent naval officers.^ 

*^ The writers against Capt* Symonds, who regard only his minor 
disagreements with theory, bring to my mind a class of persons,, 
who, if they were describing the sun, would dwell principally on 
the dark spots on its face, and would thus give us to infer that the 
qualities of obscurity and opacity belonged to that orb, instead of 
its characteristic splendour and glorious brilliancy. There is no 
writer on naval architecture, in England, who has not committed 
errors in his disquisitions ; and some of considerable attainments 
in the mathematical principles of this art have proposed the most 
foolish plans for building and equiping ships*. The philosopher, 
or lover of trirth, ought to rejoice at every improvement, let it 
come from whatever quarter it may ; in an art like that of ship 
buildings which has not yet been wholly reduced to certain princi- 
ples, perfection is not to be expected ; but we should give our 
plaudit for every approximation thi^ is made to it." 

•• As the progress of ship building may suflfer fhimi' tbeingtidicious 
writings of some of its proffessoi's, against the deridjedly improved 
plans of Capt. Symonds, such men should seriously consider the 
course they are taking ; and I hope that the unjust or sjdemetio 
efiusions o£ a few, will not be taken as the sober dictates of an 
useful body of men,' 
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The views I have here given of the principles of improvement ki 
Naval Architecture^ accord with what I published on this subject 
eleven: years ago, — ^I have since advocated them through evil and 
throu^ good report! and I am prepared, afber mature cocwttdera^ 
iSaOf, to mftintain them !: 
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While a section of the School of Nayal Architecture have been 
studiously endeaTouring to decry the system of ship building pur- 
sued by Sir W. Symonds^ it is gratifying to find that another por- 
tion of the same school, with equal knowledge and greater liberality, 
approve of ihat system, and shew that it is actually in accordance 
with that propounded in the text book of the school. In the midst 
of these conflicting statements and opinions respecting the merits 
of the Surveyor's new forms of ships, the public can only arrive at 
a proper estimate of the value of either opinion by the manner in 
which the ships themselves behave at sea, and how far that behavi- 
our corresponds with the faults alleged against them on the one 
hand, or with the merits attributed to them on the other. It is with 
the view that the truth on this subject may be fully known, and 
that the falsehoods which have been so long and so industriously 
circulated, may be fully exposed, that I now give publicity to the 
following official and other letters from the officers who have sailed 
in the ships constructed by Sir W. Symonds, and who certainly 
are the most competent persons to judge of their merits or demerits. 
iTiey will prove, beyond controversy, that all the advantages con- 
templated by that gallant officer from the adoption of his principles 
have been realised. By what test is this assertion to be tried ? I 
will shrink from notie, and in order that there may be no doubt upon 
the subject I will prove seriatim^ that in each of the grand requisites 
set forth by the opponents of Sir W. Symonds, in their carefully pre- 
pared pamphlet, entitled ^^ An Apology for English Ship Builders,'^ 
and, to which they still adhere as their textbook; the ships of the 
Surveyor are infinitely superior to those of other constructors. 
These requisites are in their own words "Velocity, Stability, 
Stowage, Strength, Easy Evolutions, and Economy." 



First as to Velocity. I have already shown that on this point 
the ships of the Surveyor's construction are superior to those of the 
French, to whom we were formerly indebted for our best models. 
I may also add that they have been proved to be superior to the 
Americans ; and point to the cases adverted to in the following 
pages, of H.M.S. Pique and the United States Frigate, Indepen- 
46nce; H.M.S. Harlequin and the American Frigate, United 
States ; H.M.S. Daphne and the American corvette, Prebles ; the 
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Daphne quickly leaving her out of sight, dead to leeward, she being 
considered one of the fastest ships in the American navy. 

It will be found that nearly every one of the following letters 
bear testimony also to the superior sailing qualities of Sir W. Sy- 
monds's ships over those of other constructors. But what is most 
extraordinary, and speaks volumes for the excellence of his ships, 
is, that, it is not merely one, or two, or half-a-dozen of them that 
have proved themselves to have the advantage in speed over the 
ships of previous construction, but that every one of them, however 
they may vary in their relative speed when tested against each 
other, has invariably shewn its superiority over every competitor 
of the old class. 

I think that this fact alone must convince every unprejudiced 
person that the lines adopted by Sir W. Symonds must be very 
superior to produce such a result, especially when it is considered 
that nearly sixty of his vessels, of various classes, have already 
hoisted the pendant, and have been tested in every sea and in every 
weather. 

With such a mass of evidence as these pages furnish of the 
speed of the Surveyor's ships, it is almost a work of supererogation 
for me to call attention to any particular report, as there is scarcely 
a letter among those now published which does not specially advert 
and bear testimony to the excellence of his vessels in this respect. 

It is well known that when in the Mediterranean, the Vanguard 
80, beat every other vessel on that station, both of old or modern 
construction. It was anticipated by the opponents of the Surveyor 
that even if she was not beaten by the other ships of the squadron 
at all events the Rodney would unquestionally have the advantage 
of her. 

The following extract of a letter from the Captain of the Rod- 
ney will shew how far those expectations were realised : — 

*' We have had three trials with Vanguard ; the first was in light 
winds, all sail set to windward, she beat us two miles in two hours and i ; 
the second trial was with a fresh breeze, single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails, on a wind \ this day the Vanguard went to windward of us 
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in a most extraordinary manner, I would not have believed it possible if 
I had not seen it, she gained 2i miles dead to Vvindward in 2 hours and J. 
When the signal was made to the ships to show their inclinations, ours was 
the same as Vanguard's, viz. 3-20, our lee ports up the whole time. The 
third trial was with the wind a point abaft the beam, as much sail as we 
coidd carry, single reefed topsails, royals, fore-topraast and top-gallant 
studding sails, the Rodney was going 11 knots, the Vanguard beat us as 
much to windward as a mile an hour." 

The trials of sailing that this vessel had with the numerous 
ships comprising the squadron to the Mediterranean, are so fiilly 
detailed in the following letters, and her successes so amply ex- 
plained, that I will here only give an extract of a letter from the 
Admiral Superintendent at Malta, shewing the opinion of the 
Commander-in-chief with respect to this ship : — 

'* It really is a pleasure to see Vanguard go out of this harbour, she 
moves so beautifully and so quickly under sail, she weighed the first time 
the squadron started from hence with a slant and light wind and went out 
just like a cutter, while all the other ships were obliged to be towed out 
by Rhadamanthus ; she has such an advantage over other ships, she gathers 
way so quickly that you can do any thing with her. The admiral dined 
with me the day before he sailed this last time, and I was delighted to 
hear him say '* I never saw a ship under sail equal to the Vanguard, 
whilst I have her with me I don't feel the want of a frigate or a brig " 
I asked him if in their cruize he had seen her under double reefed top- 
sail blowing strong, he said * no, but I feel satisfied whenever we have 
a breeze of that kind she will be ^oing with her lower deck ports up, 
sparing us a mainsail at least, when the other ships would be almost 
buried.' " 

** In time of war a few such ships as this in a fleet would ensure the 
bringing on a general action, or oblige the enemy to sacrifice their stern- 
most ships." 

The Vanguard was the first of the Surveyor's line of battle ships; 
since which, the Queen 110, and the Albion 90, have been built 
and commissioned ; both of which ships, it will be seen from the 
reports of their officers, have proved themselves to be remarkably fast 
sailers. The performances of the Vernon 50, and of the Pique 36, 
are noticed at length in these pages, and as every particular re- 
specting these ships wiU be read with interest, after the contradic- 
tory statements that have been put forth to the world respecting 
them, it will be unnecessary here to call attention to them, save to 
state that in every trial they had with other ships, they always 
proved themselves to be very superior in point of speed. 

Another class of vessels constructed by the Surveyor is the 26- 
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gun frigates^ such as the Yesta], Carysfort, Iris, Cleopatra, &c» 
Ample details are given of the speed of these ships. The Captain 
of the Carysfort in his letter says, 

•' On our passage from Toulon to Mahon we had a trial off the wind 
with the whole squadron, viz. Princess Charhitte, Rodney, Vanguard, 
Barham, and ourselves, for all the others (including Harlequin,) were so 
far astern that we took no account of them. We (Carysfort) claim the 
advantage over all, Barham admits that we propped her H point in the 
8 hours sail ; Vanguard denies our claim to having beaten her | of a point, 
but admits that she conld not head us, I assure you I had no expecta- 
tion of being able to hold way with either (^ the wind. 

" On my passaji^e from Mahon to Barcelona, I fell in with Castor, 85 
miles from this anchorage. Off the wind, (that is, rather before the beam) 
we spared her the mainsail, fore-topmast, and top- gallant studding-sails, 
going from 7 to 8 knots, and had to back the mizen-topsail occasionally 
to keep abaft the beam. As we approached the land, the wind headed us 
off shore, and we had to work up to the anchorage. We tacked a cablets 
length on her lee beam, and in three-quarters of an hour passed on oppo- 
site racks more than a mile to windward of her. I suppose it is unneces- 
sary for me to say more of the Castor. 

I have already shewn that the Iris beat the Sirene^ the fastest 
ship of the French squadron^ in the Chinese Sea ; and that the 
Cleopatra beat a French brig-of-war at Rio^ who had challenged 
her to a trial of sailing. The Captain of the Vestal has recently 
transmitted an account of that vessePs extraordinary velocity ; he 
says^ 

"She walks along to the astonishment of every one, 12-7 under 
royals, wind 2 points abaft the beam, 48^ in 4 hours under same circum- 
stances, 272 in 24 hours without a struggle, under royals, wind the same. 
444 in 39 hours, wind the same, under top-gallant sails, double-reefed 
fore and mizen, and single-reefed, main top-sails and fore top- mast- 
studding sail, wind abeam 13-6 and 13 for six successive hours, and yet 
I am told here the 'Vestal ' class can't sail ! ! ! " 

" On our passage from Rio, to Monte Video, the Vestal, Curacoa, 
Racer, and Spider started together, were desired to make the best of 
their way. The ships arrived as follows : — 

Vestal — — 11-15P.M. 80th, May. 

Racer — — 10- 15a.m. 31st, May. 

Curacoa — — 11-15a.m. 2nd, June. 



Spider — — 2-SOp.m. 6th, June. 



ti 



From the foregoing statement it appears that the Vestal beat the 
Racer in the ran by 11 hours; the Curacoa by two days and a half; 
and the Spider by more than a week. The Racer is also of the 
Surveyor's construction ; she beat the Curacoa by two days and the 
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Spiderby a week. These are instances of what this class of ships have 
done to demonstrate that they possess, in no ordinary d^pree, that 
speed which is one of the chief requisites essential to a vessel 
of war. The brigs, corvettes and other sloops of war constructed 
by Sir W. Symonds have all of them this valuablejproperty to a 
great ejctent. Their officers, one and all, give them the highest 
character. The commander of the Grecian, in one of his letters, 
speaking of his vessel says, 

•* We are noW out upon a trial with Calliope, and it affords me the 
fifreatest sialtisfaction to inform you that I have in the trials we have made 
ust weathered upon her one mile dead to windward per hour ; in five 
loUrs, five miles d^ad in the wind's eye. The Wizard, a 10, not standing 
the least chance with either ; and the Royalist, a schooner Yacht, being 
beaten nearly in the like ratio with the Calliope. I find her very wea- 
tb^rly, and when sailed in trim quite perfect." 

In another letter he states, 

** After I entered Berkeley Sound, I beat her up through the 
Narrows with the wind dead on end, and against a lee tide, and the chan- 
nel in one part, for a considerable distance, is only 12G fathoms wide. 
To be brief, as much as I have seen of the Grecian I consider her to be 
the nearest to perfection of any vessel that I have ever served on board. 

It will be seen that the Harlequin, by the Surveyor, when in the 
Mediterrean having beaten the Childers, which was considered ihe 
crack brig on the station, a mile-and-a-half per hour dead to wind- 
ward, and forereaching on her all the time, a few days after fell 
itt with thd Orestes, one of the Naval College vessels, and beat her 
iii the itaost ridiculous manner — the Orestes being under all sail 
and the Harlequin heading her under topsails and jib only. It will 
also be shewn that the Harlequin beat the Castor ; her commander 
in writing respecting the trial, states 

'^ It was nearly calm all day, and we were under easy sail until ten 
o'clock next tiiorning, when a breeze sprung up and both ships made sail 
on the starboaif'd tack,we being at that time a little before the Castor's lee 
beam, and about half a mile from her- By noon we had crossed under 
her lee bow, and were upwards of two miles in the wind's eye still on the 
same tack, and both ships again passed the French brig, which had been 
making the best of the way to Barcelona, and was hull down to windward 
when seen in the morning about seven. During these two days trial 
the Harlequin generally weathered the Castor about a mile an hour, 
foi'e-reaching at least in proportion. The Captain of the Castor says, 
the Inconstant never beat him so much on a wind, and it seems to be the 
general opinion on board the Castor that the Inconstant would be beaten 
by Hurie^uin. 
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The captain of the Dido^ by the Surveyor, who has recently re- 
turned in that ship from China apd the East Indies, reports, that 
during the three or four years the Dido was on that station nothing 
could equal her, and that they had not fallen in with any sail which 
they had not beaten in a most extraordinary manner. The. Com- 
mander of another of the Surveyor's vessels, the Sappho, in 
writing from the West Tndies and describing the trials of sailing 
between the Sappho and the Champion says, 

" On the 30th, we again got under weigh, and aft^r the pilots had 
]eft at half-past seven a.m., made sail, single reefed top -sails, top-gallant 
sails, and courses going from 6 to 6i knots, wind fresh with a head sea, 
the Sappho i a mile on Champion's lee beam. At 1-30 we tacked, at 
2-10 we shortened sai! and telegraphed to the Champion ** acknowledge 
yourself beaten," the answer was ** terribly," as indeed it was, we being 
6 miles dead in the wind's eye of her. The general opinion among my 
officers was, that the distance was from 7 to 8 miles, but that there might 
be no exaggeration, I booked it 6 miles, the wind during that time not 
having varied half a point." 

The commander of the Star, in summing up the merits of that 
vessel, says 

" The Star sails well, steers easily, answers her helm quickly, 
stands well up under canvass, weatherly to an uncommon degree, and is 
the most buoyant sea-boat I ever was in." 

The commander of the Snake reports his vessel to be " superior 
to any other ship we have ever met with/^ Nearly similar reports 
Iiave been made by all the commanding officers of the other sloops 
constructed by the Surveyor. With such a multiplicity of evidence 
of the velocity of Sir W, Symond's ships as the following reports 
and letters furnish, I shall here only make one more extract — it is 
from the commander of the Rover, who says, 

** We have just arrived here from Rio de Janeiro, after an exceed- 
ingly boisterious passage round Cape Horn in the depth of winter, and 
n(>ver was I more delighted, and the whole of my officers likewise with a 
vessel. We have tried her in all sorts of weather, from a calm, with a 
heavy rolling sea, to as hard a tsale as I ever witnessed, and worse seas, 
and nobly has she behaved. We ran thirteen kpots and a half off Cape 
Horn with a jury main topmast, haying previously in a very hard gale off 
the Falklands found our mainmast very badly sprung, which I attribute 
to the badness of the spar, it beiqg close .to a very ugly knot in the wood, 
however I am fishing it iiere and hope to make it as secure as ever. 
We have men on board who have'been in the Rover since she was first 
commissioned, and they say that they have never seen such weather, or 
the ship so much tried ; and the more she is so the better we all like her. 
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In coming up the Coast, off Cape Pillar, under close reefed topsails and 
reefed courses, with a high sea on, we were going 7 and 8 knots. I am 
sure one of the old 28-gun ships, to one of which I belonged three 
years, would not have been going five, and making perhaps with that 
three points leeway ; whereas we were scarcely making half a point. 
Every body on board is delighted with her J' 

This is surely evidence enough to convince the most sceptical. 
Having now fully established the superior qualities of the Sur- 
veyor's vessels in point of velocity, let us next examine whether 
the increased speed, gained by his form of construction, is counter- 
balanced by any deficiency in other respects. 

Secondfy — Stability. This is a qualification of the utmost im* 
portance in every ship, especially in a man-of-war. Indeed, velo- 
city alone in a vessel-of-war would be of very little advantage unless 
combined wiUi stability. There are two modes of giving stability 
to a ship — either by placing a great quantity of ballast in her, or 
else by giving her additional plane of flotation. The great improve- 
ment of the Surveyor's system is, that all his vessels have immense 
stability, while they require little or no ballast. This itself is a 
highly important advantage, for it is very injurious to a ship to 
carry a large quantity of ballast, which, while it tends to immerse 
the body, quickens the rolling motion, and in the event of the ship 
striking the ground assists in her destruction. Some idea may be 
formed of the difference effected with respect to the necessity of 
ballast in ships from the following extract of a letter from the cap- 
tain of the Vanguard : — 

*• Looking over an old log book of mine, T found a record of the 
old Lancaster, to which I once belonged, which contrasts so remarkably 
with what is the case in this ship, that I am anxious to mention it to you. 

** The Lancaster had at one time a weight of ballast, SGI tons of 
iron, and 231 of shingle, more than one-third of the measured tonnage of 
that ship, which was 1430. This ship has now quite as much ballast as 
is necessary, and that is not quite one thirty-seventh part of her measured 
tonnage. I did not think it would be desirable to reduce the ballast be- 
low what she now hfts, though there could not be the least risk in sailing 
her without any, and in such case she would be, not only, not as crank as 
many other ships, but not crank at all. Reducing the quantity of ballast 
was one of the methods I had recourse to, in order to improve the old 
W. Castle's sailing. I reduced her ballast from 180 to 140 tons, and am 
satisfied that every ton taken out of her made her a better ship. 

*' With referenece to what I have written above about the Lancaster, 
had she had no more ballast than a due proportion to what is in this shin 
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she would only have had S9 tons ; on the other hand, had this ship a due 
proportion to what was in the Lancaster, she would have had on board 
896 tons." 

While then, the Surveyor by the increased plane of flotation he 
has given to his vessels, is enabled to obviate the necessity of car- 
rying a large quantity of b^^llast, and at the same time to produce a 
much greater stability than they could possibly have, even, as in 
the case of the Lancaster, by placing in them nearly Ave hundred 
tons of ballast ; it must be obvious that in this respect a^oi:^ his 
ships have a very great advantage over those of the old conqtruc- 
tion* But important as this advantage is, it falls into insigniflcance 
when compared with otlier and more valuable advantages that result 
from the additional stability acquured by his increased plane of flo- 
tation. The power of carrying sail— -of carrying a heavier armament 
than other ships of a similar class — of using that armanleint tmder 
circumstances when its use is perhaps most required ; these and 
other important advantages are gained from the mode by which the 
increased stabiUty is obtained, while at the same time there is also 
greater accommodation to the crew and much more room at quar- 
ters to fight the guns. 

Capt^a Rous who commanded the Pique, in one of his official 
letters to the Admiralty, gives the highest testimony of the stability 
of that vessel; he says, 

" The Pique is a most powerful ship in bad weather, and very supe- 
rior in carrying sail off a lee shore ; her stability is so great that it is 
difficult to make her heel over six degrees, when, under the same canvass 
one of the old class of frigates would be inclining twelve or thirteen de- 
grees, and consequently, would be incapacitated from fighting her guns." 

In a subsequent portion of the same letter he states, that ^^ blow- 
ing hard against a heavy sea^, the Pique can outc^rry an4 bmy ib» 
Castor.*' 

r 

In another official letter Captain Rou^ says^ that the Pique is 

" A very superior man-of-war ft-ora her great stability, being able to' 
work off a lee shore in the heaviest gale, when the old -ships could hot 
stand up under their courses.- « 

This is unanswerable testimony of this ship's great stability, and 
of her being enabled to do what the old ships could not — worl^ off 
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a lee shore. How many thousands and tens of thousands of lives 
knight have been saved had they been in vessels possessing this 
valuable power. 

Had the old 10*gun brigs built by Sir Henry Peake^ and 
which were called in the service *^floating coffins," or had the 
Acorn and Martin^ corvettes, built l^y Sir Rpbert Seppings, pos- 
sessed this flU essential quiility of stability^ wq should not have 

* 

had to mourn their foundering at sea andajl hs^nds perishing, — not 
one left to tell the sad tale. 

Captain Boxer who afterwards eommi^lided t^e Pique, also states, 

" It is impossible for me to say too much in favoar of her stability 
having had many opportunities of trying her, particularly on my return 
from St. John, N.B., to Halifbx, with a foi^tnlght's' (irhvisions on board, 
and not more than 90 tons of water, under single- reefed topsails, courses, 
jib and spanker, it blowing strong, and going ten knots w'ith the weather 
loaches lifting, she 6nly heeled seven d^ees. Also, in beating into Spit- 
bead, on the 16th instant, with only three weeks* provisions, and about 
80 tons of water, all sails set except royals, she did not heel more than 
six degrees although blowing fresh, I was also enabled to jud^e of her 
stability in camparison with H.M S. Wellesley, in beat nginto Plymouth 
Sound, on the £9th of September last, it blowing strong, with royals and 
all sail set, her inclination was only seven degrees, when that ship, with 
oaly double-reefed topsails, jiby and spanker, was heeling 14 degrees. 
Under cTery circumstance her stabihty is extraordinary ; indeed I never 
saw any ship stand ap like her; notwithstanding she had no ballast 
in her." 

Rear-Admiral Bouverie in writing officially of the qualifications of 
the Vanguard during the time she was under his command, says, 
respecting her stability, 

** During the period above mentioned, she waa tried in every descrip- 
tion of weather, and under almost every circumstance incidental to cruiz- 
ing in the summer and autumn months, and her comparative stability 
with that of other ships in company with her was alwavs remarkable, 
often admitting of the lower deck ports being kept up and her guns being 
fired horizontally when the ports of her consorts were obliged to be 
barred in. On several occasions of the squadron carrying sail, and the 
signal being made by Vice- Admiral, Sir Charles Paget, our Commander- 
in-Chief, to make known the inclination of each ship, the Vanguard 
heeled only fVom six to eight degrees, rarely exceeding the latter number 
while other ships have indicated their inclination to be twice as much.'^ 



Tbe power of Sir W. Symonds^s ships to carry a press of sail 
from their having greater stability than those of other constructors. 



xl. 

is shewn in numerous other instances. An officer of the Vernon 
states that when running into Salamis mth the fleets 

''A very heavy squall came on which obliged all the other ships to take 
in their top-gallant sails, and most of them to lower their topsails and 
reef them, while the Vernon and Golumbine carried single- reefed top- 
sails and top«gallant sails ri|^t through it/ 

I 

Sir Edwietrd Owen, the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, 
in his reports of the capabilities of the Queen, says, in reference to 
her stability, ^' she bears pressing with her canvass and answers to 

it by her power.^ 

» 

Rear Admiral Mason reports ^^^in point of stability, the Queen 
certainly excels the Howe*'* . 

Captain Rich of H.M.S. Calcutta, says, 

" With respect to the comparison between this ship and the Queen, 
tliere can be no doubt, in niy opinion, as to the superiority of the latter in 
every point, namely, in sailing, working, stability, aiid weatherly qualities. 

The Commander of tlie Snake writes respecting her, 

'* That she is stiff under a press of sail, and very weatherly under 
" reefed courses,^ or, under ** close reefed topsails," double reefed foresail, 
and reefed trysail, - In heavy gales she lies close to the wind under dou- 
ble reefed foresail, main-staysail and reefed trysail, forereaches fast and 
is very dry, and generafly speaking, she is a good sea boat, and her best 
point of sailing, compared ^witli other ships,| is close hauledj in strong 
winds against a head sea." 

The Master of the Albion, says, 

" We had a good trial by the wind, with as much wind as her masts 
would bear, under double reefed topsails, courses &c. her inclination 
never exeeeded 44 degrees, she then going 10 knots, and working within 
ten and half points of the compass. 

» 

The Captain of the Dido, which was paid off early this year at 
Sheerness on her return from"the East Indies, says, 

•• Her stability under canvass I found to be such, that although we 
had not a pig of ballast on board, I have known her to go 6 or 7 knots 
close hauled, when in my cabin you would not know from any inclination 
on which tack we were sailing. . 

These are a few of the instances that I could adduce of the sta- 
bility of the Surveyor's vessels, and tjie consequent power they de- 



rive of carrying sail. I will now shew by quoting from some of 
the other reports the advantages that also accrue from this increased 
stability^ in enabling his ships to carry a heavier armament than 
others of the same class^ the advantages of which^ in increased 
range and other respects^ are sufficiently known to the nautical 
reader^ and to use that armament under circumstances^ which 
would preclude other vessels from doing so. 

The capability of the new class of ships by the Surveyor is such 
as to enable them to carry metal of the largest calibre^ — ^for instance 
the Pique carries 32 pounders of 40 cwt* on tiie quartet* deck and 
forecastle^ whilst the same class frigates^ Inconstant' and Castor^ 
can only carry carronades of 25 cwt. The Surveyor's 80-gun ships 
carrying 32 pounders of 41 cwt. on the quarter deck and forecastle^ 
whilst the old 80-gun ships could only carry 32 powder carronades 
of 17 cwt. The Queen 110, is enabled to carry on her quarter 
deck and forecastle 32 pounder gimnades of 25 cwt. whilst the 
Caledonia and the old class ships carry 32 pounder carronades of 
17 cwt. The difference between the old class 28-gun frigates, 
commonly called '^the donkey frigates/' and fJbie Surveyor's new 26- 
gun frigates, is even greater than any of the foregoing dasses; the 

« 

donkey frigates could only carry 32 pounder caironades of 17 cwt. 
on their main deck, and 18 pounder carronades on their quarter 
deck and forecastle; whereas the Surveyor's 26-gun frigates carry 
long 32 pounders of 40 cwt. on their main deckt aiid.32 pounders 
of 25 cwt. on their quarter deck and forecastle. 

Notwithstanding the additional weight of the armament which 
the Pique carries over the Inconstant and Castor, Capt. Rous re* 
ports that she can carry a still heavier armament. He saySj, 

'* In the event of war, the Pique might with the greatest ease carry 
eight additional long 32 pounders, six oq the gangway and two on her 
maindeck, larger masts and yards, and 125 more men. 
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With the power to carry a heavier weight of iarmantent, I will 
now shew, from one or two extracts, how the ships of the Surveyor 
are enabled to use that armament under circumstances when other 
ships could not do so. The Captain of the Vanguard says. 



'* We h«ve now only 70 tons of ballast oti board, one halfthe quan- 
tity she at first started with, stiH I consider her a very stiff ship, and will, 
I feel confident, outcarry any lA the service, and be able to fight her 
lower deck-gisnv-w^eii -other shi^w^nld :be obliged to keep their 
ports down^ ... 

The Commander of the Vanguard also says, 

'' I need not tell yon that we ean> carry our lower deck guns out, 
when other ships are obliged to close their ports.'* 

An officer of fhe Vemoh says, 

" I never thought ship building could be brought to such perfection; 
we can fight either side, let it blow as hard as it likes, and as to sail- 
ing, we astonish the whole fleet, which we beat in ^rime style, always 
leaiving the fastest of them six or seven miles astern in six bourse. The 
Caledonia, that we thought sailed very fa^ly when with the fleet, we run 
out of sight in seven hours on any point.'* 

I will only select one more extract, in reference to this point. 
The Commander of the Rover writes 

" The stability of the ship is something quite extraordinary. About 
10 days since, under double-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, close 
hauled, going 8 and 8i knots, I exercised fighting both sides with powder ; 
the lee guns were not, for one moment a matter of consideration, and it was 
not until the middle of the exercise that 1 began to think what other 
Corvette could do this." 

» 

Having stated enough td shew the very superior stability of the 
vessels of the Surveyor's btdldii^ to tiiose of the old style of con- 
struction, still insisted upon by that clique oi detractors connected 
with the Naval School of Architecture, whose motives have been 
already adverted to, it may not be foreign from the object of these 
pages* briefly to lK>mpare the stability of the class of vessels built 
by these m-d^i^onf scientific individuals with those of the iame 
class, built by, as they term him •* the unscientific Surveyor." Look 
to the official queries on this point, and the replies made by Sir W» 
Dickson, the captain of the Yolage ^6^ and by Capt. Bamet, ofthe 
Actoeon, both built by the School of Naval Architecture, — and the 
Teplies to the same queries m^e by Capt. H. B. Martin; of the 
Carysfort 26, and by Capt. Davies, of the Dido, both constructed 
by the Surveyor; as well as those of Capt. Lord Ingestre, of the 
Tyne, constructed by Sir Robert Se^piilgs. 
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In addition to the want of stability in the ships of the School of 
Naval Architecture, as shewn by the foregoing comparison^ their 
commanding officers also state them to be in other respects bad 
ships. The Actoeon is reported to be "an uneasy ship/^ — ^the 



xHy. 

Electra^ another vessel by the School of Naval Architecthte, is de- 
scribed as being a ^^ leewardiy^' ship in comparison with other 
vessels, — aiid the Volage ** very kewardly/^ 

There can be no doubt, therefbire, that with respect to stability, 
as well as velocity, the Surveyor's plan of construction hJM5 proved 
pre-eminently successful. 

Thirdly — Stowagb. The third great requisite which the cKque' 
of detractors require is stowage. Unfortunate, indeed, was it for 
these indiv^du^ that in the agony of their first disappointment 
they did not keep to the vague generalities.in which[they have since 
indulged, instead of furnishing a series of tests,by which they have 
ensured their own condemnation. There cannot be the;' slightest 
doubt that extensive and convenient stowage are matters of the. 
highest importance in vessels of war. A ship which can stow pro- 
visions aiid water for many months, keeping her decks clear, is ob- 
viously better qualified for a cruise, gives more satisfaction to her 
crew, and is, in many respects, more efficient than one whose stow- 
age is limited. That in this respect the vessels of Sir W. Symonds 
are superior, may be readily inferred from their greater breadth of 
beam, and from their being so constructed as to dispense with, the 
enormous quantity of ballast required by those of the old school. 
But as it is not on inference alone that I am disposed to rest the 
case of Sir W. Symonds, I now xxvf'^ attention to a few extracts 
from the following documents which will fiilly establish the f acti 

*• . . -I . 

The Commander of the Rover referring to this subject writes as 
follows: — 

"They cry out about your vessels not stowihg anything. We 
have room at present over our tanks to stow another tier/ by which we 
could carry 80 tons, instead of 45, her present quantity ; and we can with 
the greatest ease take on board 9 months' provisions of ^very^ort, except 
bread in the bread room, and we can stow 6 months** of that in it and ' 
put the remaining quantity in the after hold and spirit room in casks. 
Such is her non-stowage ! ! !" 

This certainly is *' non-stowage" with a vengeance. Take again 
the following extract of a letter from an officer of the Vernon. 

" Now for our stowage, which is a very great qualification in a man- 
of-war ; we stow six months' provisions under hatches easily, nine 
months' rum in spirit room, eight hundred bags of bread in the bread room 



and two hundred and fifly-three tons of water. Can me opponents of 
gBTveyor name any other frigate in the 'service that can do thist Noi 
they cannot, and yet with idl these well-known iacU».4lmy have the auda- 
city to assert, week after week, that we are a total failure, without hein^ 
aUe to bring forward a single fact to substai^tiate it. It may be that 
Captain Symonds's ships cost more in building than other ships of the 
same class, because thc^ are so much larger; but does* not the comfort 
and health of the officers and ship's company counter-balance diis, for it 
stands to reason, the less people are crowded in a ship the more comfort- 
able and (wealthy they must be." 

These are' faeta which ap^k for tbemselres, and it trill be still 
QKtfe gratifjdiigf to the puMid to find^ as I shallpf^sently shew^ that 
the^ great advahtagiss are gainted vdthout that increased expense^ 
to the tiDegation of which, b;]^ Sir W. Symonds's o|>p6Rent8, the 
gdUuil officer refers, but on the contrary ivith a positive saving of 
expieilditare. 

What says Capt. Boxer of ^e Piq^u^ ? What (ligate of the old 
3jS-gun class cpuld have giyen one-half Cff, the ^accommodation in, 
stowage, or berthing, still leaving the vessel *^ in a perfect state as a 
man-of-war?" 

Capt. Boxer Writes as follows,-^ = i* = 

'* Stowage. — ^One hundred aiid fifty tons of water and seven months' 
provisions under hatches, with six and ar half months' bread in bags in th^ 
bread, rooms : and if her magazine were placed iUt the same situation as 
other ships, which in my opinion it ouffht to be, thereby allowing the 
we^[ht to be more concentrated, she would with ease stow at least 180 
tons of water, 

** Berthing.— 'Her great beam makes her very superior to other ships > 
4M troops hanging up their hammocks with ease, besides the ship's com- 
pany, and 500 of these troops messing with comfort on the main, and 150 
on the lower deck, with the ship's company, having conveyed from Cork 
S^troops, 50 women and children ; from Halifax to St. Joha% N.B. 
the nead quarter. division of the 65th regiment, amounting to 400 troops 
aad 77 women and children, with a quantity of artillery stores ; and from 
Halifax to Quebec ibe whole of the troops and baggage that went out .in 
the Herculea, with the whole of the heavy baggage of the 3^h regimeidt^ 
besides a great quantity of th^ officer's baggage, wlio had left^ that place 
in the winter with their regimen to from Quebec, and 500,000 dpllars at 
the same time, the ship remaining with all her equipments in a perfect 
t^te as a man-of «(iur/' . , 

Are the line of battle ships inferior ? Let ns take the testimony 
of Rear-Admiral Bouverie as to the capacity of the Vanguard, 80. 
In Us official report he says, 

'* Her capacity for stowing water and provisions, and in berth ^ 
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ing her men?— She stows upwards of 400 tons of water, and could carry 
with perfect ease, five mouths' bread and six months' provision? of all 
other species for her complement of 620 men, and an abundant supply 
of stores for her own use. She could take even more than these qu^n* 
tities, but I confine myself to facts, which would not affect the qualities 
necessary for man-of-war to possess. Her crew are berthed vyith the 
greatest convenience and comfort. I roust here mention that I am per- 
fectly satisfied that she would carry well a tier of 68 pounders on her 
lower deck." 

It is almost impossible to add anything to such testimony ; but 
the following extract from a letter of the Hon. Capt. Keppel, 
commander of the Dido corvette, which has recently returned frona 
three years service in China, will perhaps yet more fully illus- 
trate, not only the superiority of stowage of Sir Wm. ymonds's 
vessels, but also the great service and advantages which are the 
result of that superiority. 

" Owin^ to her space and comfort below, the physician of the fleet 
in China, Doctor Wilson, assured me that she was (judging from the 
returns of sick) the most healthy ship out there, although I think that our 
men during the day were as much exposed to the sun and weather in 
boats as any ship on the station. 

" We have not fallen in with any sail that we have not beaten in a 
most extraordinary manner. In conclusion, I must congratulate you on 
having produced a class of vessels combinding the greatest possible com- 
fort with all the capabilities of a perfect man-of-war, and 1 cannot say 
how sorry I was to read in the papers, on my arrival in E^ngland, the 
unfair abuse of a system of ship building, for the introduction of which 
I for one feel, (and 1 think the whole conntry ought also) mostgrate&l." 

Thus it clearly appears that the Surveyor's ships can stow an 
amount of provisions, water and stores, (without in tjie ^lightest 
degree encumbering their decks), equal, not only to the ordinary 
but to the most extraordinary exigencies of the service. Nor is 
this all ; the crew are berthed more comfortably, they have more 
room to work their guns, and to carry out the necessary duties of 
the ship ; their health as well as their comfort is thereby more amply 
provided for; and it need scarcely be said tha,t be, who by more 
extensive and convenient stowage, and more roomy berthing, secures 
to H.M. service a healthy and contented crew to man the fleet, 
has done much to prevent the recurrences of those discontents, 
which at the Nore and Spithead once broke out into open mutiny, 
and to insure the most willing exertion of their utmost enerjgi^s in 
the trying hours of difficulty and danger. 
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fburtUy — Stbbngtb* That the Sunneyor's ships must be 
stronger than others of a dififerent constmction, will he erident to 
all who understand the subject) Arom the simple fact^ Aat their 
form is such, that the timber for building f^em oan be used in its 
natural growth. The midship section with the beams, form a tri-* 
angle; and naturally trussed, one part supports the other. Tliis is 
an important advantage over the other vessels, especially over those 
of the Naval College, which require so nmch crooked timber for 
their futtocks and . floors^, generally oalled ' knee timber/' that 
independent of other considerations, were it not for the African 
Oak now delivered in the Dock-yards, it would be impossible to 
provide the frames ; and even with this additional supply, a dupli- 
cate of the Espiegie, Thetis and Cressy, could not, at the present 
moment be obtained from the store of timber, ada^ed to their foi<- 
mation, now in tiie dockyards. TUe protuberance or bilge in ships 
so formed, has, in the event of th^ taking the ground, to veoeive 
the shock of the ship striking, and being of a dEbrm unnatural to tile 
growth of the timber, is least calculated to resist the concussive 
shocks which a ship-of-war is subject to under such circumstances. 

The mode of practical construction of tiie Surveyor's ships is 
more efficient,, both with respect to strength and economy, than 
the old system. The advantage of Sir W. Symonds's mode of 
framing is now becoming known to the merchant service. Messrs; 
Money, Wigram and Co. at Blackwall, have adopted his plan in 
framing their ships, with the full conviction of its superiority over 
the mode previously in vogue. 

That the ships constructed by Sir W. Symonds are of very great 
strength, will be shewn from the manner in which they — such of 
them as have had the mishap to get on shore— have borne the 
heavy concussions to which they have been subjected. When, the 
Pique, commanded by Capt. Rous, grounded at the entrance of the 
St. Lawrence, and £^terwards made her celebrated passage across 
the Atlantic without a rudder, it will be recollected that there was 
a heavy sea running at the period she struck, which kept lifting and 
bumping her during the whole time she was on shore — ^upwards of 
t^n hours* Such was the strength of this ship, that, notwithstand- 
ing the severe shocks to which she had been subjected, she was en-* 



abled afterwards to cross the Atlantic, her strength being compara- 
tivdy unimpaired, altlunigh the keel and dead wood were beaten 
out of her. Her Captain in writing to the [constructor on the 
subject, gpives his testimony to &e superior strength of the Surr 
yeyor's ships over tliose of the old oonstxuotion. He says, 

" Your beautiful ship has had the hardest thumping that ever was 
stood by wood and iron; a strong current swept us in on shore off 
l^abrador, in the Belle-isle passage, and we laid on the rooks beating our 
souls out for lOi mortal hours ; luckily her masts stood and everything 
else, but the fore-foot and keel, which will be found wanting ; three days 
after we left the land we lost our rudder, the pindes of which must hare 
been brdcenby the focks, and we steered her home by 15 fathoms cable* 
I know of no other ship that would have stood such a wrangle." 

There is very little doobt that had the Pique been a vessel of the 
old form, with a large bilge, she would have been so much injured, 
that in all probabflity she could not have jbeen got off, or even 
if BO, she would have been unaUe to proceed to England without 
first undergoing a very extensive repair. 

An officer of H.M.8, Cleopatra, which was placed in somewhat 
similar circumstances to &e Pique, says, 

" Her going on shore has given me great pain, however it is a con- 
solation to think it will prove to the world how well your ships take the 
ground* To the best of my judgment the Cleopatra never stuck on any 
part but her keel, at the time heding about three streaks, and striking 
very heavy for about twelve hours, out of the six and twenty which she 
was on shore ; still she appears to have received litde or no damage. 

*' It is my opinion that had she been a; vessel of the old construction, 
she must have struck on her bilge, which part being considerably 
weaker than her keel, would have made her getting off a doubtful case ; 
allowing that she was not bilged, it would still require a greater power 
to heave a vessel off, grounding on her bilge and keel at the same time.** 

But it is not only under the trying circumstances of their getting 
on shore that the Surveyor's ships shew their superior strength* In 
the heaviest gales they neidier strain nor work, but continue as 
firm and as solid as a block of wood* The commanding officer of 
the Star gives a remarkable illustration of this feet ^f' He, in one 
part of his offidal report, writes 

" To speak now of her strength. When I joined, the height of her 
'tween decks was pointed out to me as an objection, accompanied with 
this observation, ^ that in heavy weather she would work >» this how- 
ever has not been the case ; on the contrary, she continues as solid as a 
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block of wood. In the late gales, having my spare and stream anchors 
stowed amidships/ 1 thought to strengthen her two midship beams by shofti^ 
inglhemup^for which purpose, I converted a sprung topmast studding 
sail boom, and then drove a stanchion under each ; there they remained 
nncleated during the whole of the bad weather, without moving a hair's 
breath, which must have shown had it been otherwise by the fiwsh paint- 
work. My attention was called to thii fact by one of the passengers, a 
considerable ship owner, Mr. Tobin, of HaUfilx. 

It is needless^ however^ in this place to gpive any further extracts 
as the reader will find by the invariable anstwers returned to the 
Admiralty questions iii the following reports, that each of the Sur- 
veyor's ships is described as ^^ strong and well-built*'^ Thus in 
respect of strength, as well as of the other greit requisites, it is in- 
oontestibly proved that not only are Sir W, Symonds's vessels not 
inferior to those of other constructors, but that they have been suc- 
cessfully subjected to such severe tests as establish their very great 
i^periority in this respect, to irtiips of th^ old form of construction. 

Fifthly — East Evolutions. There can be no doubt that it is 
nearly as essential for a vessel to be quick in her evolutions, as it is 
for her to possess speed, for without this requisite, aU the advai^- 
tages that she would gain by velocity might be lost by her tardiness 
in wearing or staying. It also frequently happens that a ship is 
{daoed by circumstances ia such a position that the safety of the 
vessel and die lives of the crew may be actually depending on her 
certainty in staying. Hiese case^ are too weU known to the nauti- 
c4 reader to require explanation. , 

To be easy in her evolutions, or in other words, to be quick and 
sure in wearing or staying, is unquestionably a requisite; with- 
out which, notwithstanding all her exc^ent qualifications, no man- 
of-war can be deemed even effidentt much less perfect. Let us 
now see how far Sir W. Symonds's ships possess this qualification. 
The replies to the querries in the official reports of the sailing 
and <other qualities of his ships. — ^^How does she stay?*' <^How 
doe9 she vt^bxT will be found invariably to be most fevorable — 
" Very well " — ** Quick "— ^' Very quick ^' — '' Like a cutter '•— 
and answers of this description are attached to these questions in 
eyery report ; while the official and other letters are equally satis- 
faotory* Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Owen in his report of the 
capiabilities of the Queen, says^ 
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" Of the handy workings of the Queen, with thi« fair wind, we hare 
had little to observe ; but whilst standing off and on, this morning oflP 
Gibraltar, she was twice put about und(^r single-reefed topsails, jib and 
spanker (without courses}and was as handy as a pleasure-boat." 

The captain of the Vanguard, writes 

'* I astonished the officers in wearing the ship, and although the 
Russell is a very handy ship we were always round before her, either in 
tacking of wearing ; as for the Asia- ^ Caledonia, I could have given them 
a couple of broadsides in either manoeuvre before they could get round.'' 

The master of the Albion states, that fetmongthe other qualifica* 
tions of that ship^ 

*' She works and steers like a boat, that is, quicker^and better than 
any ship I ever sailed in." 

One of the lieutenants of the Siren states of that vessel^ 

^''The Sfren is without exception the finest brig I ever beheld» die 
carries 10 weeks water, and four months' provisions for 125 men under 
hatches, works beautifuUy, always within ten points, and her common 
rate of sailing is 8^ knots on a bowline. She has never strained a rope 
yarUi^ and the running gear we now use is the same we rove in England 
1 8 months ago. The accommodation is splended for a brig ; the quarters 
most roomy, and she carried her 25 cWt, guns without complaining in 
the least." 

But perhaps fihe best description that can be given of the easi- 
ness with which the Surveyor's ships work^ is diat briefly recorded 
by the commander of the Acorn, who says, that such is her rapidity 
in staying, that ^^ she will stay as &st as the men can go firoin> 
brace to brace.^' He writes 

*' 1 experienced the heaviest gale I baye ever been in a short time 
since in a Mozanbique — I may say a perfect hurricane. We were only 
fifteen miles froih the shore when it commencied. Our sails were blowh 
to pieces. I never met a finer sea boat,, and her working was quite pre- 
fect. She will stay as fast as the msn can go from brace to brace." 

These and many other reports of the like description amply 
prove that the Sunreyoi^ ships possess, in an eminent degree, this 
fifth and important qualification—- ease and rapidity in their evo- 
lutions. 

SkBthly — EcoMOMY. This is the last great requisite demanded 
in the construction of our ships of war; and most properly has it 
been so placed, for it must be evident to any reflecting man that 
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increased efficiency in this respect, and hot a mere saving in pound s 
shillings, and pence constitutes the only true economy. When it is 
considered how much superior in point of speed, stability, and 
armament, are the ships of Sir W. Symonds to those of the old 
construction ; how much larger in tonnage and stowage, it would 
naturally have been expected that their actual cost would have 
been much greater, and the public would have been prepared to 
recognise as just and economical, an increase of expenditure in pro- 
portion to the inereased effieiency* How mueh greater, therefore, 
are the claims of Sir W. Symonds to the public gratitude when we 
find diat Aese vessels, of such superior construction, are many of 
them absolutely cheaper than the old smaller and much inferior 
ships, and diat in no one instance does the cost of his improve- 
ments bear any diing like an adequate proportion to their increased 
«e and efficiency. In order to test tbi& assertion more accurately, 
it may be as well to compare the cost of some of the vessels of Sir 
W. Symonds with that of ships of other constructors, in their re- 
spective rates. Fortunately the official returns made in conse- 
quence of the motion of Lord Ingestre, in the House of Commons, 
enable me to supply these data on authority, that cannot be dis- 
puted. 

FIRST CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 



Queen 



w • • • 



110 



Tons. • 
S065 



£ 
Bd,000 



By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 



Royal William UO 
St. George . . 120 
Trafalgar .. 120 



Tons. 
2694 
2694 
2694 



£ 

89.640 

90,817 
99,227 



Here we find, as regards the Queen, a vessel carrying propor- 
tionably heavier guns than the old first-rates, and close upon 400 
tons lai^er ; that she actual cost considerably less than either the 
Royal William, St. George, or Trafalgar. In addition to this, the 
Queen has her topsides and other fastenings of copper and mixed 
metal bolts, whilst the old class ships have iron. This alone makes 
a difference of about £5,000, which, in fair comparison must be 
deducted from the apparent cost of the Queen. The same obser- 
vation . applies to all the Surveyor's ships throughout the various 
rates. 
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SECOND CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Albion • • • . 90 
Deduct for Cop- 
per and mixed 
Metal Bolts • . 


Tons. 
3083 

► 

3 


£ 

81,349 

5,200 


Rodney .... 99. 
NUe 92 


Tons. 
2598 
2598 


£ 
76,541 
80,074 


76,149 





The Albion^ as an experiment, has been fieurtened wholly with 
copper and mixed metal bolts, instead of treenails and iron bolts, 
which increases the expense about £5,200 over those of her dass, 
consequently, for comparison, tiiis sum must be deducted as above. 
Hence, though nearly 500 tons larger, she cost less than the Rod- 
ney or Nile. This and similar facts must be rather surprising to 
those who have been accustomed to hear and read the charges, so 
repeatedly made against the Surveyor, of the unexampled extrava- 
gance of his mode of construction. 



THIRD CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 



Vanguard .. 80 
Superb .... 80 




By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 



Clarence .. 84 
Thunderer.. 84 



Tons. I £ 
2279 72,387 



2279 



76,160 



Here we find the Surveyor's vessels, upwards of 300 tons heavier, 
and famished with bolts as before mentioned, cost less by upwards 
of £10,000 than the smaller ships of the old schooL 



FOURTH CLASS— LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Cumberland 70 


Tons. 
2195 


£ 
45,025 

1 


Benetx>phon 78 
Hindostan 78 


Tons. 
2056 
2035 


£ 

78,946 
64,738 



These are figures 
comment' on my part. 
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FIFTH CLASS— FRIGATES. 

The official returns from which I quoted^ do not give any 
account of the comparative cost in the construction of the first 
class, or 50-gun, frigates. There is a statement of the cost of con- 
verting a line of battle into a frigate, by cutting her down, or what 
is termed razeeing her, by which it appears that the total cost of 
buUding one of Sir W. Symonds' 50-gun frigates is actually much 
less than th^t of razeeing the line of battle ship. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 



Vernon • • • • 50 



Tons. 
2082 



48,487 



RAZEEING. 



Dublin .... 50 



Tons. 
1772 



£ 

52,839 



SIXTH CLASS— FRIGATES. 

The next description of frigates to which I shall advert, is the 
S6-gun class. 



By SIR W. SYMONDS. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


Pique 36 

Cambrian •• 36 


Tons. 
1622 
1622 


£ 
33,001 
33,289 


Castor .... 36 
Inconstant . . S6 


Tons. 
1293 
1422 


£ 
29,578 
30,922 



Here again it will be perceived, that the Pique and Cambrian, 
after deducting the extra expense for their superior fastenings, 
cost no more thaii the Castor and Inconstant, one upwards of SOk) 
tons, and the other 200 tons, less than the surveyor's frigates, 
while, as I have previously shown, they are imable to carry so 
heavy an armament. 



SEVENTH CLASS— FRIGATES. 

Perhaps in no class of vessels has there been so great an im- 
provement made as in the construction of the 26-gun frigates* 
Those who have served in the old ^^ donkejr" or 28-gun frigates 
are perfectly aware of the total inefficiency of those vessels either 
to fig^t or run. The present 26*gun frigates, by the Surveyor, are 
able to do both, and are in every respect what their officers 
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describe them to be — ^perfect men*of-war« Jjet us now see the 
difference ia the expence of building perfect men-of-war and in- 
efficient ones. 



By 


THE SURVEYOR. 


By OTHER GONSTRUCTORS. 


Vestal 
Iris • • • • 


• • • • 26 

. . . . 26 


Tonff. 
913 
906 
918 


£ 

21,383 
18 592 
22.627 


Tyne .. 

Tweed 

Volage 


• • • • 26 
. • • • ft6 
• • • • 26 


Tons. 
600 
500 
616 


19.664 
15.942 


Spartan 


• • • . 26 


18,940 



When the extra amount for the copper and mixed metal fasten- 
ings is deducted^ it wUl be found that the Surveyors frigates of this 
-class cost about the same sum as those of the other constructors^ 
but the armament and tonnage of the two are widely different, as 
l.haye already shewn, and greatly in favor of the ships construeleii 
by Sir William Symonds. 



EIGHTH CLASS— CORVETTES. 



By THE SURVEYOR. 



Dido .. 
Daphne 



• • • • 



18 
18 



■ii fii 



Tons. 
734 
726 



£ 

14,969 
14,445 



By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 



Champion •• 18 
Comus • • • • 18 



Tons. 
456 
462 



£ 
12,563 
12,967 



Th^ superior qualities of the Dido and Daphne have already 
been adverted to, and their capabilities as men-of-war are so fully 
developed in the following pages^ that the reader will be enabled to 
judge whether the Surveyor has not rendered the country great 
service in producing such vessels, so much superior to others of 
the same class, while the cost of their construction does not exceed 
that of the inferior ships. Here again the Surveyor's ships carry 
a mDbdL: heavier armament»^ And 4n tonnage exceed the other 
corvettes by aearly 300 tws% ' 
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NINTH CLASS— BRIGS. 



By THE SURVEYOR. 



By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 



Siren .... .• 16 
Grecian .... 16 

Bittern 16 

Wanderer ••16 

Racer. 16 

Flying Fish 12 



■'^r 




10,889 

10,356 

9,503 

10,234 

8,457 

9,723 



Crnizer 

Childers. . 

Darinj^ 

Mutine 

Ogfrey 

Espiegle 



• • . . 



. . • • 



. . . • 





Tons. 


16 


384 


16 


385 


12 


426 


12 


428 


12 


425 


12 


443 



& 

11,086 
9.757 
9,231 
9,501 
8,794 
9,723 



Here is another instance of the saving that has accrued to the 
country in the construction of our vessels of war. The Siren^by 
the Surveyor, of 549 tons, cost less than the Cruizcr of only 384 
tons. The inferiority of the Cruizer was fully shewn' in the late 
trial cruises of the experimental brigs. It will be seen that the 
cost of the Flying Fish, by the Surveyor, and of the Espi^le, the 
production of the united efforts of Messrs. Chatfidid, Reid and 
Creuze, is the same. If these gentlemen who have written so 
much respecting economy in ship building> have earned their 
precept into practice, it argues much in favour of Sir W. Symonds 
who has constructed a superior brig, at the same cost* When 
I say a superior brig, I speak advisedly, for the Flying Fish, 
has been officially reported superior to the Bspiegle. 



TENTH CLASS-BRIGS. 

I wiE only advert to one more class of vessels — ^the lO^un brigs, 
and will comptare the cost of construction of the Surveyor's brigs 
of this class, with those known in the service as the ^^ floating 
coffin?/' 



By THE SURVEYOR. 


By OTHER CONSTRUCTORS. 


1 

Rapid. 

Bonetta .... 


Tons. 
319 
319 


6,797 
6,510 


Algerine. . • • 
Saracen • • • • 


Tons. 
231 
228 


7,062 
8,106 



The foregoing statement speaks for itself. The really efficient, 
safe and serviceable brigs of the Surveyor, with one-third greater 



tonnage, actually cost considerably less than the unsafe and in- 
efficient 10-gun brigs of previous construction ; so many of which, 
from the want of stability, owing to their mode of build have 
foundered at sea, and thus acquired for the class the soubriquet^ 
already named-r-f* floating coffins/' 

Thus it clearly appears, notwithstanding the outrageously false 
and calumnious statements so repeatedly made to the contrary, 
that in point of economy, as well in point of every other requisite 
for a perfect man-of-war the Surveyor has amply fulfilled all the 
conditions required, and that his ships are alike superior in ^^ Yblo- 
ciTY, STABXI4ITT, Stowage, Strength, Easy Evolutions and 
Economy^' to those with which his personal opponents have so 
invidiously and foolishly challenged comparison. 

I have now completed the task I proposed to myself when I 
commenced the compilation of the following pages ; the collection, 
collation, and analysation of which, have been for more laborious 
than I originally contemplated. The great object which I had in 
view, was to lay before the reader a body of evidence as to &cts 
which would enable him to judge for himself. That I have at least 
accomplished this object, the official and other documents here 
published will satisfactorily prove; and to these, rather than to 
any observations which have fallen, from my own pen, I now refer 
as constituting the actual essence and spirit of this pubUcation. 
At first, indeed, I was of opinion that pre&tory observations were 
needless, and only calculated to weaken the force of such conclu- 
sive documents; but as they grew upon me in number and bulk, 
it became evident that something like an analysis, though not com- 
plete, yet sufficient to give a general idea of the contents, would be 
useful, not only to those whose limited leisure might merely allow 
a hasty perusal, but also in guiding the researches of those who 
might think the subject worthy of more elaborate investigation. 
Such an uialysis I have therefore endeavoured to present to the 
reader, adopting the points and divisions insisted upon by thode 
most hostile to Sir William Symonds. I must, however, in justice 
to that gallant officer, warn my readers that the analysis is far from 
complete, and that they must seek in the following pages for many 
corroborative and detailed particulars, which it was impossible to 
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include in the preface without extending it to too great a length. 
I feel well assured, however, that no impartial man can peruse 
even the particulars to which I have already rrferred, without being 
thoroughly convinced that in all the great essentials requisite to 
the perfection of our men-of-war, the ships of Sir Wm. Symonds 
are so infinitely superior to those of the old school as incontestibly 
to establish on the solid basis of feet, the truth of those principles 
of Naval Architecture, which he has, for the first time, introduced 
into the service, and which through evil and good report he has 
consistently^maintained. 

It was not my object to write a treatise^ on ship building; nor 
to give a detailed account of the successive improvements e£fected 
by the Surveyor; nor to reply to and refute each of the many 
all^ations, which for some years past have been made against him 
by the clique to whom I have referred. It is sufficient to establish 
&cts without tracing these various fictions through all their pro- 
tean transformations. The tree is known by its friuts, and these 
fruits have now been made so manifest that only they who are* wU- 
folly blind can fedl to see them, and the often disproved hypotheses 
of the clique may safely be left to their own refutation. But 
though any labored enquiry into these subjects would have been 
equally needless and out of place, it was impossible altogether to 
pass them over without leaving unexplained the cause of that in- 
veterate and persevering hostility for which the reader would natu- 
rally expect some reason to be assigned. I have therefore barely 
glanced at them all ; first, giving a brief account of Sir W. Symonds's 
services afloat, and of his personal career, and pointing out how 
eminently that career, joined to the bent of his own enquiring mind, 
fitted him for the pursuits in which he has since been engaged ; 
and have also alluded to the circumstances which particularly 
directed his attention to the principles of construction which he 
has carried out with such admirable effect. On the other hand, I 
was bound, in some measure, to indicate the causes of the hostility 
by which Sir W. Symonds has been so continually assailed. Over- 
weening conceit exposed, and ignorant vanity mortified, ^re always 
bitter and reckless in their revenge ; but, when mercenary jealousy 
also mingles with such motives, there are few . extravagancies to 
which these malignant passions will not lead their unhappy victims* 
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9kr tiirii)ito liii;49iqpm]f(!^ iu<jl^ o^^erpiotuse, however, it is gc^i^^ij 
lag to : find how ; mMjti Sir nWk Sjm^ndsk hw been uphdLd IgT; %> t / 
Aidnindtjf' aiitkciritim ]e|. ^uetees&iMi^ jiuid ppposite. political gQvenir.; 
m«Dta»jaBTiir<iika^rbgr^lbh$tgi9^ o| tt^e^professioiv of r wl>iff)^ r 

he iui.<iio . uadistiiigi^shed' oaeaoibeF^* > 'Co xpaay; dis^giushed, i^]b^r , 
wiig^ m iJm wmt^M atop diieit^ mwe of a gec^^^^s f^jpg:. ^ 
cifitioiii^C Jii^ priiKJ^>lea ol^Ni^l Ai:c^|tectui«fm4.o^^ an €^^:Kl^ 
endeamur to MXf !&kim^pmi;^ea:ni$x>^(^^ Nf^ 

ought} I liereto «9u«:^mi^ motion, ofitji^ ad^^ubalit}^ wiAjpf>r4W 
manner in vhich he has been mppotted by iM;R» )S4y^4^^:§9!^!^^ 
Surveyor, whose skfll and e^periepce, are too w^U e^itahlishe^ to 
requi^ atiy comment. Nprr !«^ it^^ lea$t/ pV^sing porl^ ofh 
mysetf- imposed tadcj^ attw, rol^fpng In, I^ttos, of ^ongr but.juat^ . 
ceAsore to eertiifi vteubciri p^4jbte~49l^lUP^ 

tecture^ to point out the existencerol/iiMuiyJionourable exceptiooM^ . 
from the works of two of whom I deemed it not inappropriate to 
mak« i^iflief ^ittbnfe(iW<(jftto^ okarly pmve 

thlit the prinei)^et( Pf ^^nstmetion had down by/8tf 
ai^iii^erf«^ta<$iM))tiinee^'witJi^d/most:sct^ >;n5 

The assertipii, sQ;^i^i\.l9yi<^j;hi( tb^ spk^ce which, pro^uc^ t)^e 
best ships was anti-scientific, is in itself sufficiently absurd ; but 
Messrs. Major and A^en have gcme further) and have estabiishedj 
beyond all Controversy, thot. alt the very spring head of the stce^Mpn 
whenoB this ^^iehqw '^ pretend to drive their boasted scienoiei, t})^ 
pfincipleB «Mried intOreffect by Sir W. Symonds sparkle clear juid 
puref and whilst :the pliqu^ with obliquity of eye and perverted 
taste, ^fiise to drink them$elvcs| they also endeavour to muddy 
the stream uso that others may be unable to discern the puri^ of 
itti fountain waters*: ,.. 
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It may be thou^t by some, ^^at iaireferriiig jto these dodkyard 
libellers, I have either spoken of them<:tlooii>ii4cdady,vOr given more 
importance to their censures than they deserved. But few are 
awaio of Ae pxtent to which the disgvaoefioliwarbre they ha:ve 
wiiged, has actoalbf been earned.. ; ^ey soon found their absurd 
cntioisma carried their own refutatixm, and that their complaints of 
personal slight were treated wilii the contempt due to the roem^ 
betsMof an arrogdni^ 'asekss!,^ uid too ridily endowed esta^lisbmeiit^ 



Reduced^ llierefbrr, to their natund level of overpaid medimiics, 
diejr oommenoed their attacks in a- different manner. Since then, 
not a vessel has^ been builty not an order given by the Surveyor 
which has not csidled forth from these insabordmate sabordinate% 
misiteprese&tationff the most daring ; insinuations die most malig<«- 
mami iadd danderons ; and falsehoods the most gross &at the ima^ 
gination of man could dievise. Into this warfiure a government 
officer, in the high position of Sir W. Symonds, could not consist- 
ency enter ; but there can be no dioubt that the incessant and un- 
contradicted repetition of these falsehoods and calumnies, have had 
the efifect af misleading some highly honourable men, sWho, should 
they peruse the following pages, will be surprised to .find how 
grossly they have been imposed upon, and whose generous spirit 
will at once lead them^ ind^andy to denounce &ose by whom they 
have been so ^rogiously deceived^ 

I could, had I chosen, have traced the venomous re^Ktile through 
all its slimy, obscure and tortuous paths, but it is nobler revenge 
to pile up<m' Jts. head an accumulated body of facts, which whilst 
they crush the slanderer for ever, form in themselves the most 
enduring record of the fame of the unjustly slandered. 

I wish not to claim for Sir W. Symonds higher or greater praise 
llian he deserves. I do not pretend that he has carried the art of 
ship bmlding to the point where improvement stops. I will not even 
claim for him the merit of a discoverer ; but he has been at least the 
first who has detected and exposed the errors of modem times — 
the first ta evolve the purer principles of ancient science, and prac- 
tically to apply those principles on a scale of such magnitude, 
comprehensiveness and efficiency, as will place him as a shipwright 
&r beyond any predecessor or contemporary, and transmit his name 
to posterity as the Luthbr of Naval Architecture; the great 
Reformer of our naval marine. 

Like the mighty prototype to whom we have compared him, he 
also has been bitterly assailed by those whose errors he has exposed; 
whose creed he has overthrown, and whose mischievous influence he 
has destroyed. But the petty personalities of these ephemeral in- 
sects will speedily pass away, and they themselves be consigned to 

h 



merited oblivion. Whereas so long as a British navy shall float on the 
waters, so long will the fame of Sir W. Symonds endure : and 
amidst the conflicts of the elements, or the deadly storm of battl^ 
the genius whidi has constructed ships capable of grappUng with 
emergencies and overcoming difficulties and dangers which have 
been heretofore insurmountable, will long be remembered wttfa a 
seaman's gratitude. 

To the profession, to which his sword in war and the energies of 
his mind in peace have alike been devoted, may safely be left the 
defence of his present and posthumous fame. Nobly have the 
members of that profession vindicated the former; as nobly I 
doubt not will they uphold the latter*. 

Long, however, may Sir W. Sjrmonds live to enjoy his well- 
eamed honors ; and when the stem decree of fate shall terttiihate 
his useful career; — on the proudest battle ship of his construction 
be inscribed this appropriate epitaph. 



" Si monumentum requiris^ circumspice. 
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H.M.S. QUEEN. 



(, »\j.'i'^ . ■ 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ,ascer- 

' tamed tthdfer varfons circumstances, and from strict observation, 

' ^'Ifett^feen flie Idt of JaLhuai^, 1842, and the 1st of January, 1843. 

■ • -■ • a 

''. The draught of Water which was estimated by the con- 

stractor to be the best trim ? 23 f(&et, 4 in. forward. 

24 4 aft. 

Th^dr«ugbt9of wateiv foundOB Itial ^^ be her iMst 

,^. sailing trim? , . . . 24 forward. 

24 7 aft. 

The rake of her ma^ts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast ,, ,, 

Mizen-mast ,) „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her I tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 466 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow . . 24 feet, 2i in. forward. 

25 aft. 
The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 

and provisions .... foremost 8 3) 

Midship 6 5 

Aftermost 7 6 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 



How armed? . . On Lower Deck 6 j 


guns. 


, 68 pounders. 


65 


24 




32 


56 


Middle Deck 4 




68 


65 


26 




32 


56 


Main Deck 32 




32 


42 


Quarter Deck 12 




32 


25 


2 




32 


46 


Forecastle 6 




32 


46 


DoM iha ride eaiy at her anchors ? 


Very easy. 
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2 H.M.S. QUEEN. 

The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
y, do. and maintop sail? 
,, do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . / Remarka'bly stiff. 
„ trehle reefed topsails and courses ? 
f, douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant sails 
Under all sail, except royals 

,, do. when just ahle to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Rather low, heing too much immersed. At 
this time she had 1,200 men on hoard, with extra quantity of stores for the fleet. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy .J 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? A remarkably easy ship. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Rather slack. 
How does she steer ? Rather hard in a sea way. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hoiur b}^ the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 
Under double reefed topsails . 
Gose hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam ; 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus. . . . a • 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . 

In moderate weather, with all sail set. 



H.M.S. QUEEN. 3 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? Not sufficient trial, hut supposed on a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? No regular trial, hut shows 
occasional superiority under the same sail. 

Is she generally speaking, a well- huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Remarkahly strong, shows no symptoms of weakness. 

Remarks. — Since the arrival of the Queen at Malta, from England, 20 tons of 
hallast have heen discharged out of the after hold, as it was supposed, the ship 
was too much immersed, and it was remarkahle that in the recent cruize, her 
stahility was not in the least affected as she hecame light in the water, having 
returned into the port lightened by the consumption of Provisions and Wa- 
ter, 136 tons. 

Signed. H. K. HENRY, Captain. 
G. C. DOWERS, Master. 
T. BARNARD, Carpbnter. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer* 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the 24th of April, 1844, and the lOth of July, 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 23 feet, 4 in. forward. 

24 4 aft. 

The draught of water, found on tiial to be her best 
sailing trim ? .... 24 forward. 

24 7 aft. 

Improving as she lightened 
The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremost 2| in. in a faih. 

Mainmast 3i ,, „ 

Mizen-mast 5 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 66^ tons now on board, 

but she would have suf- 
ficient stability with less. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 466 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . Not tried. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? ... Foremost 8 feet, 7 in. 

Midship 7 

Aftermost 8 3 

with 3 months provisions. 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread, About six months. 
Spirits Twelve months. 
Water 93 days. 
Coals 257 days. 
How armed ? • . On Lower Deck 6 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt. 

24 32 56 

Middle Deck 4 68 65 

26 32 56 



99 



5 „ 



4 
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Howanned? Main Deck 32 guns. 32 pounders. 42 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 12 32 25 

2 32 46 

Forecastle 6 32 46 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Easy. 
The indmation of the ship: 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? • Not tried. 

„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed fore sail? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and coiurses ? 
„ trehle reefed topsails and courses ? 

„ douhle reefed topsails and topgallant sails? 6 degrees. 

Under all sail except royals ? 

,f do. when just ahle to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. From her great stability higher than other 
ships of her class. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ?^ 

Doe. .he pitch easy r . . . } ''''\'^^Z5J;^ "^ 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? ^ 
How does she steer? In fine weather easy, but rather hard with any sea. 
How does she general carry her helm? A weather, when in trim. 
How does she stay? Quick. 
How does she wear ? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Not sufficiently 
tried. 

How does she behave l3ring to ? Not sufficiently tried. 

She has run by the log with as much wind as she could safely carry this sail to. 

Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, 6 fathoms^ 

Under double reefed topsails . .7 6 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails? Not tried. 
MTind on the heam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses . Not tried. 

Under treble reefed do. do. . . Not tried. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant - 

sails . . .12 knots, fathoms. 

In moderate weather unahle to carry royals • 12 

Do. with all set . . .11 4 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale ..... Not tried. 

Under douhle reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . Not tried. 
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Wind on the quarter : 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails . . . . .10 knots, fathoms. 

Before the Wind: 

In a gale ..... Not tried. 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . .10 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? Wind aheam. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? No triaL 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and stro)^ phip, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness ? The trial she has had is not sufficient to form a 
report. 

RuiARKs.'— No difference in substance from former report 

Signed. CHARLES SULLIVAN, Captain. 
P. H, BINGHAM, Commander. 
CHAS. BELLAMY, Master. 
R. WHITE, Carpenter. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1844, and the 3 1st of December, 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? • . . 23 feet, in. forward. 

24 aft 
The draught of water found on trial to be her best 

sailing trim ? . . . . . . 23 forward. 

24 2 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast i in. in a fath. 

Mainmast H „ „ 

Mizen-mast 1{ ,, „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 414 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? , . 23 feet, 5 in. forward. 

24 7 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 

Midship 6 6 

Aftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 6 months. 
Spirits 9 „ 
Water 3 „ 
Coals 8 „ 
How armed? . . On Lower Deck 4 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt. 

28 32 56 

Main Deck 6 68 65 

26 32 56 

Quarter Deck 2 68 56 

16 32 42 

forecastle 8 32 42 
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Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very easy. 
The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 

and maintop sail ? . . . 

do. and reefed foresail ? . 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
trehle reefed topsails and courses 
douhle reefed topsails and topgallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? . 
„ when just ahle to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Very well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? She rolls quick, not 
uneasy. 

Doos she pitch easy ? Very easy indeed. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy, though quick in her 
motions. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm ? ^ to { and 1 turn a weather. 
How does she steer off the wind ? With three months provisions, very easy. 
How does she stay ? Like a cutter. 
How does she wear? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she hehave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run hy the log, with as much wind as she 
could safely carry this sail to. ... 

Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under douhle reefed topsails. 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind the heam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under trehle do. do. 

Under douhle reefed topsails (without top- 
gallant sails.) 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a ^ale. .... 

Under douhle reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 



8 knots 6 fathoms. 
10 „ 2 „ 
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Not tried. 
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H.M.8. ALBION. 9 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . .11 knots fathoms. 

In moderate weather with aU sail set. . lO „ 6 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? Very well. 
What is her hest point of sailing ? Wind aheam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Very superior. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Very strong. 

Signed. NICHOLAS LOCKYER, Captain. 

WILLIAM W. CHAMBERS, Commander. 
SAM. G. J. NORTHCOTE, Master. 
W. SEWELL, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. VANGUARD. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer* 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1840, and the 1st of April, 1840. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 23 feet, 3 in. forward. 

24 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 22 8 forward. 

2^ 1 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in afath 

Mainmast 1, 1-5 „ 
Mizen-mast3 „ „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 70 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 400 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . Has never had on board a» 

much provisions as she 
could stow. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . foremost 8 1 

Midship 7 7i 

Aftermost 8 6 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 168 

Bread 168 
Spirits 336 
Waterl ,,3 
Coals J 
How armed? . On Lower Deck 30 guns. 32 pounders. 56 cwt. 

Main Deck 28 32 40 

Quarter Deck 16 32 40 

Forecastle 6 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Very easy. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail ?. 
do. and reefed foresail ? 
close reefed topsails and cburses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? .... 
all sail| except royals ? 
do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? High and dry 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy* 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? A remarkably easy dhipi 
How does she^ in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weatheri 
fiow does she steer? Very easy. 

How does she stay ? Very well, under all circumstanced. 
How does she wear ? Very quick and short. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatheriy* 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour \y the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top^ 
gaUant sails. .... 
double reefed topsails. . . 
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8 knots 6 fathoms. 
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within 5 points of the windi 



Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails* .... 
„ close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses. 
„ double reefed topsails and top gallant 
sails. 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals* 
Do. with all sail set. • 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. ... * 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. . « « . 
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12 H.M.S. VANOUABD. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... Not tiled. 

In moderate weather, with all sail set. 12 knots 6 fathoms. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Great advantage over all other 
ships she has yet tried with. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? A well-huilt and strong ship, stowing her complement, 
with two inches additional to the usual allowance for each seaman, with great ease ; 
and is, in comparison with other ships, remarkahle stiff, and, in every respect, 
a most superior man of war. 

Armament? Is not so heavy, as the ship is fully capahle of hearing, and would 
carry with ease 68 pounder guns throughout on the lower deck, and longer guns on 
the main and upper decks. 

Ventilation ? Good, hut would recommend more scuttles in fore cockrpit, and 
three of a side in the hread room. 

Accommodation ? Good. 

Store rooms ? As at present fitted, are roomy and convenient. 

Sttowage of stores, provisions, coals, &c. ? Ample ; the coal hole at present is 
considerahly larger than required ; a store room each side might he conveniently 
appropriated, for the Carpenter's and Boatswain's heavy stores ? 

Ballast ? Sufficient ; no diminution, unless armament increased, then to dimi- 
nish according to the extra weight of guns, shot and powder. 

Masts, yards, and sails ? As at present estahlished, gives great stahilify. 

Whether uneasy at sea ? Very easy at sea, and works less than ships of her 
class. 

Comparative sailing ? Great advantage in all points of sailing, with every ship 
she has tried with ? 

Signed. THOS. FELLOWES, Captain. 
FRED. HUTTON, Commander. 
C. M. M. WRIGHT, Senior Lieut. 
W. G. B. ESTCOUT, 2nd. Lieut. 
WM. MILLER, Master. 



H.M.S. VANGUARD. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January^ 1843^ and the 9th of August^ 1843. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 23 feet, 3 in. forward, 

24 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . . 22 8 forward, 

23 I aft 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 70 tons. 

The quantify of water she stows ? . . 360 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? , . 23 feet, 5 in. forward. 

23 lOiaft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 8 9| 

Midship 7 5 

Aftermost 7 10 
How many days of the foUowing articles can she con- x 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, i ^*^^^ ^®' Provisions 

Bread (Very well, having had 
Snirits / ^^ months on board, be- 
Water V "^^®* * quantity for the 
Coals )^e«*- 

How armed? . On Lower Deck 8 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt« 

22 32 56 

Main Deck 4 68 65 

24 32 50 

Quarter Deck 14 32 42 

Forecastle 8 32 42 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? . Very easy. 
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I Very stiff under sail. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
,1 double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals 
How does she carry her lee ports ? High and dry. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy but deep. 
Does she pitch easy? Very easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 

How does she stay ? Very well, under all circumstances. 
How does she wear? Very quick and short 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Remarkably 
weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Well' 
She has run per hoiur by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water i 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. 
Under double reefed topsails . 

Within 5 points of the wind. 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. 
In moderate weather unabk to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

nail 8. ..... 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 



9 knots, 4 fathoms^ 
9 ., „ 
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Before the vdnd : 

In moderate weather, with all iail set. . 13 knoti fathoms. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her best point of sailing ? Upon a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Superior to all other ships as 
yet sailed with. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she^ show any 
symptoms of weakness ? A well-built and strong ship, showing no sjonptoms of 
weakness. Remarkably sti£^ and in every possible respect, a most superior man 
of war ; stowing her complement of men, with li inch additional room to each 
seaman, to which is the usual allowance. 

Signed. DAVID DUNN, Captain. 

FRED. HUTTON, Commander. 
R. THOMPSON, Master. 
W. PIDDETT, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. VERNON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations^ 
between the 1st of January 1836, and the 1st of January, 1837* 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 2% feet, in. forward. 

21 11 aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 

sailing trim? ..... 

• 

The rake of her masts from a perpendieukr ? Foremost in. in a faih. 

Mainmast „ „ 

Mizen-mast ^ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows? . . 254 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow? . 20 feet, 11 inch, forward. 

22 „ 2 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? ... Foremost 10 feet, [6 in. 

Midship 9 6 

Aftermost 9 11 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 168 

Bread 168 

Spirits 224 

Water 
Coals 
How armed ? . . On Main Deck 28 guns. 32 pounders. 56 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 16 32 50 

Forecastle 6 32 50 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in geneinl, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? [Easy. 
How does she stay ? Quick. 
How does she wear? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run ffer hoiur by the log, with as much wind 
«8 she could safely carry this sail to . 
Gose hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 

Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. ..... 

IBefore the wind : 
In a gale. 

In moderate weather. 
'' How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 

D 



10 knots, 4 fathoms. 
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18 H.M.S. VERNON. 

What is her best point of sailing ? Upon a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Superior. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? See appears strongly fastened, but owing to the unsea- 
soned wood of which she was partly constructed, several timbers and the binding 
streaks are badly effected with the dry rot in the holds and bread room. 

Remarks. Have landed 25 tons of ballast, by which we think the ship's sailing 
in light winds will be improved. Owing to the reduction of mast, yards and 
sails, at Sheemess, in 1834, the ship does not feel her present establishment of 
sail until going above 7 knots either on or off the wind, in the way she did before 
the alteration was made to the the new system of masting ships. 

Signed. JOHN MC'KERLIE, Captain. 
M. BRADSHAW, Master. 
JOSEPH MEAR, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. VERNON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer-' 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations, 
between 6th of November, 1840, and the 3 1st of December, 1841* 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
Btructot to he the best trim ? ... feet, in. forward. 

aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . forward. 

aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular . Foremast 1} in. in afatht 

Mainmast 2^ ,) 

Mizenmast 4 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 278 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .20 feet, 2 in. forwards 

21 10 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and proviiions ? . . . Foremost 11 ^ 

Midship 10 1 

Aftermost 10 9 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 5 months. 

Bread 6 „ 

Spirits 6 „ 
Water 108 days. 
Coals 6 months 

How armed? i . Main Deck 6 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt. 

22 32 56 

Quarter Deck 16 32 45 

Forecastle 6 32 45 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Never tried in a gale. 
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The inclination of the ihip: 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? 
,y and maintop sail? . 
,, do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . 
treble reefed topsails and courses? 
double reefed topsails and topgallant sails ; 
Under all sail except royals? 
,f when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but easy. 
Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two'spokes to half a turn a weather, 
when deep, but when light, amidships. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships? Never tried. 
How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run by the log, with as much wind as she 
could safely carry this sail to. ... 

Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 
In a gale. 
Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. ..... 

Before the wind : 
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In moderate weather .... 9 knots 4 fathoms 

How does she scud in a a heavy gale ? No trial. 
What is her hest point of sailing ? Upon a wind. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Never tried. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built but works in blowing weather. 

Signed. WILLIAM WALPOLE, Captain. 
G. DOWERS, Mastjbr. 
N. GIBSON, Carpentbr. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer-» 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 1842, and the 1st of January, 1843* 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
gtructor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . « .00 forward. 

* aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 1| in. in a fath 

Mainmast 2| ,, 
Mizen-mast 4i „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 216 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . . 20 feet, 2 in. forward* 

21 10 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 11 

Midship 10 11 

Aftermost 10 9 

How many days of the following articles caii she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 5 months. 

Bread 6 „ 

Spirits 6 „ 
Water 108 days. 

Coals 6 months. 

How armed ? . . Main Deck 6 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cw 

22 32 56 

Quarter Deck 16 32 45 

Forecastle 6 32 45 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Never tried in a gale with sea. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail ?. 
do. and reefed foresail ? 
close reefed topsails and courses? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? 
all saQ, except royals ? 
do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but easy. 
Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokei to ^ a turn a weather 
when deep, but when light amidships. 
How does she steer? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How doei she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Never tried. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 

„ double reefed topsails. 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. .... 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses, 
treble reefed topsails and courses, 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus. ..... 

Before the wind : 

In a gale ..... 

In moderate weather. 
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24 H.1f«8. TBRNON. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her best point of sailing ? U|>on a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Never tried. 

Is she generally speaking;, a well>built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? A well-built ship, but woriLs in Mowing weather in the 
waterways. 

Signed. W. WALPOLE, Captain. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circamstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 10th of August^ 1837^ and the 1st of January^ 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim? . . 19 feet, 3 in. forward. 

20 3 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . 19 6 forward. 

20 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 140 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? , . 19 fe^t, 6 in. forward. 

20 6 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 9 2 

Midship 8 6 

Aftermost 8 11 
How many days of the following articles can she con- v 
vcniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, i ^ix months in bags in 

Bread f ^read room, all other 
Spirits V species of provisions 
Water 1 seven months under 
Coals 7 hatches. 

How armed? . Main Deck 22 guns. 32 pounders. 56 cwt» 

Quarter Deck 10 32 40 

Forecastle 4 32 40 

Doei she ride easy at her anchors? Very easy. 

E 
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The inclination of the ship : \ As proof of her great 

under Btonnystaysaas or trysaih? . U^^Sh'^'^^^^^^^ S 

„ do. and maintop sail ? . / H.M.S. Wellesley, Pique 

„ do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . [carrying whole topsails, 

TTjijrj* •! J 9 \ courses, and royals; and 

Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? /heeling only seven de- 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? (grees, when that ship was 

„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ?\^e eling fourteen degrees, 
,T :, ,1 .1 . , a Iwith only double reefed 

Under all sail except royals? . . jtopsails and courses, as 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? J much as she could carry. 

How does she carry her lee ports. Very high. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Particularly easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? A very easy ship. 
f}xfy{ d(^^s she, in generaj, carry her helm? Always a good weather helm. 
How does she steer? Remarkably well. 
How does she stay? Always sure, and very quick. 
How does she wear ? Do. do. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails . .9 6 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant - 
sails .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 

Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 
and studding sails 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. ..... 

Before the wind: 

In a gale . • • • . 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale I No trial.. 
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What is her best point of sailing? In my opinion, on a wind, blowing. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Beat the Independence, Ame-' 
rican frigate, 1} miles dead to windward in two hours, and H.M.S. Wellesley, with 
the wind quarterly 44 miles in two hours, the Pique having royals and top-gallant 
sails more than the Wellesley. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 

symptoms of weakness ? In my opinion, a very strong built ship, carrying her 

heavy armament with great ease, and not showing the least weakness in any pari 

of her ; and I am satisfied could carry two more guns on the main deck, and two 

on the quarter deck without feeling them. 

Remarks. During the time I have commanded her I have pressed her hard 
against a heavy head sea, and find her as eafisy a ship as any I have ever served in, 
without her bowsprits and mast working in the least. Indeed she appears to mc a 
first-rate man-of-war, possessing great strength, capacity and extraordinary 
stability. 

Signed. EDWARD BOXER, Captain. 
W. MARTIN, Master, 
JAS. SUTTON, Carpenter. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations 
between the 1st of January 1840, and the 1st of January, 1841. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 19 feet, 3 in. forward. 

20 3 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . 19 6 forward. 

20 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremost in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 140 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 19 feet, 6 inch, forward. 

20 „ 6 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when ftilly stowed with stores 
and provisions ? ... Foremost 9 feet, 2 in. 

Midship 8 6 

Aftermost 8 11 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 186 

Bread 182 

Spirits 196 

Water 

Coals 

How armed ? . . On Main Deck 4 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt. 

18 32 56 

Quarter Deck 10 32 40 

Forecastle 4 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very 
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The inclination of the ihip. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
,1 double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

,1 do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee port-s ? Very high. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy & quick 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? A very easy ship. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Always a good weather helm. 
How does she steer ? Remarkably well and easy. 
How does she stay ? Always sure and very quick. 
How does she wear? Always sure and very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Steady and easy. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 
Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. . . . . • 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 
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What is her hest point of sailing? On a wind blowing strong. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Fide previous report. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness ? Vide previous report. 

Remarks. She has been tried in several gales of wind, and rides very easy at 
her anchors. During the late awful gale of wind in the Bay of Acre, with a most 
tremendous sea, in which I was compelled to cut away her masts to save her from 
going on shore, having lost two bowers, one spare and one stream anchor, she rode 
particularly easy, not shipping any water through the hawse holes or hardly 
throwing any spray over the forecastle — and rolling little, not even wetting the 
main deck ; and having experienced her qualities in all weathers and on several 
tr3ring occcsions, I consider her perfect in every respect. 

Signed. EDWARD BOXER, Captain. 
W. MARTYN, Master. 
JAMES SUTTON, Carpenter. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1843, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim? 19 feet, 3 in. forward. 

20 3 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . . 19 6 forward. 

20 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 4 in. in afath. 

Mainmast 4^ „ 

Mizen-mastO 3-16 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None, stands remarkably 

well up to her sails. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .152 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 19 feet, 9 in. forward. 

20 10 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 

and provisions ? . . Foremost 9 5 

Midship 8 9 

Aftermost 9 2 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 

veniendy stow for her complement of men? Provisions 112 

Bread 112 

Spirits 112 

Water 76 

Coals 110 

How armed ? . On Main Deck 4 guns. 68 pounders. 65 cwt» 

18 32 56 

Quarter Deck 10 32 40 

Forecastle 4 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? No opportunity of trying, but said by her 

former officers to ride very easy. 
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Very weatherly. 



The inclination of the ship: 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? .... 

Under all sail, except royals. 
II do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? High. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Deep and qidck, but 
easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep, but easy. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or tineasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Carries a good weather helm, ex- 
cept in light winds. 

How does she steer ? Well. 
How does she stay ? Quick and well. 
How does she wear ? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to? Remarkably well. 
She has nm per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 

Under double reefed topsails. 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. • . . . . 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
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In moderate weather. . .8 knots 4 fathoms. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
What is her best point of sailing ? 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Not tried. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? A well-built strong ship. 

RsMARKs.^It will be seen on reference to last report, that the number of knots 
she has run per hour is not so large as was then stated ; this is, no doubt, occa- 
sioned by the ship not having had a sufficient quantity of provisions and stores 
in her to bring her to her proper trim, and also to her bottom being very foul. 

Signed. MONTAGU STOPFORD, Captain. 
J. M*DOUGALL, Senior Lieut. 
G. FILMER, Master. 
J. QUICK, Carpenter. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations, 
between 1st of January, 1834, and the Istof January, 1835. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
fitructor to be the best trim ? • . .16 feet, in. forward. 

17 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . . 15 9 forward. 

17 9 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular . Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizenmast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? 30 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .80 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? ~~. ' . .15 feet, 11 in. forward. 

17 8 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 7 41 

Midship 6 2* 

Aftermost 6 61 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
'='Coals 

How armed? . . Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 

Forecastle 2 12 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Not tried. 



Four months under 
hatches. 
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The inclination of the ihip : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails ? 
,f and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . ^ Remarkably stiff. 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 
JHow does she carry her lee ports ? Well out ol the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Quick and deep, but 
very easy. 

Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy* 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steei* ? Remafkably well. 
How does she stay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly . 
How does she behave lying to ? Exceedingly well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top* 

gallant sails . . .10 knots 2 fathoms* 

Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ 6 ,, 

Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . ^ ,, ^ ,, 

Under treble do. do. . ^, f, ^ t, 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . , ^ y, ^ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . • , lo ff \) yy 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . ,, „ 

In moderate weather . . . 1 1 „ „ 
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How does she scud in a a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her best point of sailing ? Two points abaft the beam^ or on the 
quarter. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Superior on every point of 
sailing to all she has tried with. 

Is she generaUy speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show^any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and very strong. 

Aemarks. — ^The above statement is founded on trial of sailing with the Endy- 
mion. Forte, Challenger, Sapphire, Wasp, and Victor. The most remarkable 
superiority of the Vestal over them aU was off the wind, which seems to be her 
best point. Close hauled, she weathered and forereached on them all. Her 
weakest point is in light winds against a head sea, but even in that, she is 
superior to other vessels. Since the last report, she has beaten the Racer 
sloop very remarkably in light winds; and, the Belvidera and Sapphire, in 
separate trials, by the wind, blowing fresh. She also proved herself in a gale 
of wind, with a heavy sea off Bermuda, to be the best sea boat, 'and most 
easy and weatherly ship that any officer on board had ever seen. 

Signed. W. JONES, Captain. 

JOHN YULE, Master. 
SAM. HOAR, Carfbktbr. 



H.M.S. VESTAL. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1836, and the 1st of January, 1837* 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 16 feet, in. forward. 

17 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 15 8 forward. 

17 10 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath 

Mainmast * „ „ 

Mizen-mast „ ,, 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 80 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . .15 feet, 11 in. forward. 

17 8 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 7 4i 

Midship 6 2^ 

Aftermost 6 6i 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed? . . Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 

Forecastle 2 12 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Not tried. 



Four months under 
hatches. 
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Th« inclination of the thip. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . *] 

J J do. and maintop sail ?. 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
ft close reefed topsails and courses ? 

„ treble reefed topsails and coiirses ? I Remarkably stiff. 
,, double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? 
„ all sail) except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Quick and deep, but 
very easy in the motion and does not jerk or strain the rigging. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Remarkably well. 
How does she stay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear ? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Exceedingly well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top* 

gallant sails. . . . .10 knots 2 fathoms* 

„ double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ 6 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . „ „ 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . ^ >i ^ »r 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 
„ double reefed topsails and top- gallant 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . , v „ y, „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

saus. . . . . .iti,, 2,,^ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. . . II „ „ 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her heat point of sailing ? Two points abaft the beam or on the 
quarter. 

C!omparative rate of sailing with other ships ? . Superior. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and very strong. 

Remarks. — In former reports, I have stated at large, my opinion of the sailing 
qualities of the Vestal, as compared with those of other ships. The experience 
of the last twelve months has confirmed and strengthened that opinion. It is 
with a view of showing the utility of this ship as a vessel of war, that the follow- 
ing abstract of her services during the year 1836, is respectfully submitted : — 

After being docked and refitted at Sheemess in January, the Vestal returned 
to her station in the West Indies, at Barbadoes, 4th March. 

April 14th. Conveyed the Governor, Sir Lionel Smith and his family from 
Barbadoes to Grenada. 

April, 26th. Embarked at Barbadoes the 14th regiment, consisting of 412 
officers, men, and followers, with their heavy baggage, and landed them at St. 
Christopher's on the 28th. 

May, 1st. Embarked at St. Kitt's the 67th regiment, consisting of 422 
officers, men, and followers, with their heavy baggage, and landed them at 
Demerara on the 10th. 

May, 14th. Embarked at Demerara the 86th regiment, consisting of 472 
officers, men, and followers, with their baggage, and landed them on the 17th at 
Barbadoes. 

By these removals of troops, much valuable time, and a heavy expense in 
transports, were saved to the Crown. 

In the beginning of June, the Vestal was employed on a mission to St. 
Thomas and Port Rico, by which 35 Negro British subjects were redeemed from 
slavery. 

August, 20th. Left Halifax to cruize off Grenada, where, on Sept. 20th cap- 
tured the Negrinha, a Portuguese schooner, with a cargo of 336 slaves. 

Sept. 28th. Captured the Empresa, Spanish Brigantine, with a cargo of 434 
slaves. Also, on the same day, captured the Phoenix, Portugues Brigantine, 
with a cargo of 484 slaves, being a total within eight days, of three fast sailing 
vessels, and 1,254 slaves. 

The above statement is respectfully made with reference to the Vestal's 
qualities, as an experimental ship, and to prove that she has been equal to the 
duties of the station during peace. 

Her sailing as a cruizer against the slave trade, her capacity for carr3ring 
troops, and the celerity with which she could bring an imposing appearance, 
wherever the protection of British interests required it, have all been shown 
within the last year. 
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I have only to add my respectful opinion, that while this ship performs the 
duties of peace at less, or not greater expense than former huilt vessels of her 
tonnage, a very small addition to her complement of men, would suffice to give 
her formidable efficiency for all the purposes of war. 

Signed, W. JONES, Captain. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer* 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1837, s^nd the 25th of Sept., 1837* 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con^ 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 16 feet, in. forward. 

17 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . 15 7 forward. 

17 9 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 80 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . 15 feet, 11 in. forward. 

17 8 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 7 4^ 

Midship 6 2i 

Aftermost 6 6^ 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 
Spirits ^112 days. 

Water 
Coals 

How anned? . . Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 cwt* 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 

Forecastle 2 32 40 

Does die ride easy at her anchors? Very easy. 

G 



> Remarkably vttff. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail? 
,f do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
,f treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Very easy, and doe» 
not jerk or strain the rigging. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 

How does she stay ? Quick. In smooth water shoots very much to windward. 
How does she wear? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardiy compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Exceedingly well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . . .10 knots 4 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 ,, ,, 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : • 

In a gale. . . . . .13 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . 12 „ 4 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • • • .ax,, 4|, 

Before the wind ; 

In a gale . . . . . 10 „ 6 „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ „ 
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How does the scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 

What is her hest point of sailing? Two points abaft the beam or on the 
quarter. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Superior. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and very strong. 

Remarks. — ^In former reports, the instances have been eniunerated in which the 
Vestal's qualities have been tried in comparison with those of other ships 
Nothing has since occurred, to induce any change of opinion, or to furnish new 
data for remark. The Vestal is now paid off at the end of more than four years, 
¥dth the same lower masts, topmasts, and bowsprit, with which she was ori- 
ginally fitted. 

Signed, W. JONES, Captain. 

E. D. L. CANNON, Senior Liiut. 
JOHN YULE, Master. 
JAS. CARTER, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



A IReport of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the 12th of August, 1835, and the 20tfi of Nov., 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 00 forward. 

aft 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular? Foremast Ij in. in a fat] . 

Mainmast 3} „ 

Mizen-mast 4} „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .78 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 16 feet, in. forward. 

17 lOi aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . Foremost 7 SJ 

Midship 6 6 

Aftermost 6 4 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 112 

Bread 84 

Spirits 140 
Water 98 

Coals 112 

How armed? . . On Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 en 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 

Forecastle 2 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Very easy. 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
,f do. and maintc^ sail ? 

do do and reefed fore, aa? I Remarkably tiff underUl 

Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 2 . 

., I curcuxnstsiices* 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 

, , double reefed topsails and top-gaUant sails ?1 
Under all sail except royals ? 
f, do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Quick, but very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy when not pressed with sail. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her hehn? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Very well. 
How does she stay? Very quickly. 
How does she wear ? Very quickly. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails .11 knots, fathoms. 
Under double reefed tc^psails . .11 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 
sails ..... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals . 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . • .12 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . .11 6 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

safls. . • • . .9 6 

Before the wind: 

In a gale • . • . . 

In moderate weather. • . .9 
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46 H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Remarkably well. 

What is her best point of sailing ? 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Has beaten everything she has 
fallen in with. 

Is she generaUy speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Strong and well-built. 

Signed. GEORGE GREY, Captain. 
J. LIARDET, Senior Lieut. 
J. R. FITTOCK, Master. 
J. BRIDGMAN, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the 21st of April, 1842, and the 1st of January, 1843. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 

structor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to he her best 

sailing trim? . . . . 16 9 forward. 

17 8 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremost 2 in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 2^ „ „ 

Mizen-mast4i„ ,, 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 83 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . feet, inch, forward. 

„ „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost feet, Oin. 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 4 months 

Bread 3 „ 
Spirits 5 „ 
Water 3 „ 
Coals 3 „ 

How armed ? . . On Main Deck 2 guns. 68 pounders. 52 cwt. 

16 32 40 

Quarter Deck 6 32 25 

Forecastle 2 * 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? No trial. 



. Remarkably stiff. 



48 H.M«S. CLEOPATRA. 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under Btormy stayBails or trysails ? . 
„ do. and^maintop'sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
f, double reefed topsails and topgallant 
saQsf 
Under all sail, except royals. 
„ do. when just able to carry royals? 
How does she carry her lee ports ?^ Fairly. 
Does she roll easy or uneaay in the tiough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does ehe pitch easy ? 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? 
Hbw does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well 
How does she wear? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? - Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hoiur by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 10 knots, fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsail» . . . 10 „ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topaa&b and top-gailant 
sails ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . • • . . 

In moderate weather unaUe to carry ro3rals. 
Do. with all sail set .... 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. .11 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

Bails. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

Before tiie wind : 

In a gale. . . . . 

In moderate weather. • 8 »> 6 „ 

How does she tend in a heavy gale? No trial. 
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H.]i.a« OLBOPATRA. 49 

What is her best point of sailing ? Wind abeam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? No trial. 
Is she generaUy speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Strong and well-biiilt. 

Signed. C. WYVILL, Captain. 

G. ENSWELL, Senior Lieut. 
J. BLACKFORD, Master. 
J. TURPIN, Carpintir. 



H 



H.M.S. CARYSFORT. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1841, and the 1st of Nov., 1841 • 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim? 16 feet, in. forward. 

17 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
failing trim? ..... 15 10 forward. 

17 7 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 2 5-8 in. in a fiath. 

Mainmast 5;^ „ 

Mizen-mast 4 5-8 „ 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .70 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 15 feet, 7 in. forward. 

17 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . Foremost 8 3 

Midship 6 74 

Aftermost 6 8^ 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 168 

Bread 84 

Spirits 140 
Water 83 

Coals 140 

How armed? . On Main Deck 18 guns. 32 pounden. 40 cwt. 

Quarter Deck 6 32 1$ 

Forecastle 2 32 40 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Yes. 



H.M.8. CARYSFORT. 61 

Tht inclination of the ihip. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 7 to 9 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 4 5 

„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 4 5 
Under all sail, except royals ... 56 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 5 6 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Deep, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes, if not pressed with sail. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear ? Very well . 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very wcatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. ... .9 knots 6 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails. . . ^ ;) ^, 

Gose hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . 8 „ „ 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 5 „ „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and coursi 
Under treble reefed topsails and coursta. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . • . • . 

In moderate weather imable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter ; 

In a gale. . . . . . 10 „ 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 „ 4 „ 

Btfore the wind : 

In a gale . . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 9 „ „ 
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52 H.M.8. CABYSPORT. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Well. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind, with a fresh breeze and smooth 
water. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness? Strong and well-built. 

Signed. H. B. MARTIN, Captain. 

GEORGE PATNEY, Senior Lieut. 
J. W. BATEMAN, Master. 
S. EARL, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. DAPHNE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the l7th of November^ 1838, and the 12th of May, 1842. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 15 feet, 3 in. forward. 

16 3 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 00 forward. 

aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 3f in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 4f ,, ,, 

Mizen-mast 9} „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 70 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? .15 feet, 6 in. forward. 

16 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . Foremost 6 3 

Midship 6 7 

Aftermost 6 1 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
Teniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 140 

Bread 140 

Spirits 168 
Water 53 

Coals 160 

How armed? . On Flush Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 cwt. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Remarkably well. 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stonny staysails or try^^ails ? 
and maintop sail ? . 
do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . 
trehle reefed topsails and courses ? 
douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except ro3'als ? 

„ when just ahle to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Very well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sans. .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. • . • • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. .... 
Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. .... 
Before the wind : 

In a gale. , . . . . 11 „ 

In moderate weather . . . . 9 ,. 4 



9 knots 6 fathomi. 
8 „ 
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H.M.S. DAPHNE. 55 

How doei ihe scud in a a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What if her best point of sailing ? Close haiiled. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Superior to Castor, Dido, and 
late Zebra on a wind. Before the wind nearly equal to Castor, slight advantage 
over Dido, and more so over Zebra. While on the passage from Gibraltar to 
Malta in March 1842, beat the Prebles, American Corvette, quickly leaving her 
out of sight dead to leeward, she being considered, as I was informed by her 
Captain, one of the fastest ships in the American Navy. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
S3niiptoms of weakness ? A well-built strong ship. 

Signed. J. W. BALLING, Captain. 
J. NAPIER, Senior Lieut. 
J. WEBB, Master, 
J. BOYDELL, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. DAPHNE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and firom strict observations^ 
between 26th of July^ 1842^ and the 1st of January, 1843. 

The draught of water which was estunated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? • . .15 feet, 3 in. forward. 

16 3 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . .00 forward. 

aft. 
The rake of her masts firom her perpendicular . Foremast 3f in. in a fsih. 

Mainmast 4f „ 

Mizenmast9} „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .70 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .15 feet, 6 in. forward. 

16 9 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 6 3 

Midship 5 7 

Aftermost 6 1 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 112 

Bread 112 

Spirits 140 

Water 50 

Coals 150 

How armed? . On Flush Deck 18 guns. 32 poundert. 40 cwt* 

Does she ride easy at her anchors t Remarkably easy. 



H.M.S. DAPHNE. 57 

The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ?. 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 

„ close reefed topsails and courses ? . S^ 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 8 

„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 7 

„ all sail, except royals ? . . 5^ 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? . 4 J 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Very well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokes a weather. 
How does she steer? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Very quickly. 
How does she wear ? Very quickly. 

Is she weatherly or leewardl}'^ compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top* 

gallant sails. . . . . 9 knots 6 fathoms. 

„ double reefed topsails. . . 8 „ ,, 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

OCUXS* • • • • • i my Ml jy 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. . 4 „ 4 ,, 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses. 
„ double reefed topsails and top- gallant 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . ^ „ ^ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . 11 „ ,, 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . . 11 „ 4 „ 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . ' yt ^ a 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. 
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58 H.V.S. DAPHNE. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
What is her hest point of sailing ? Close hauled. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Superior. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? A well-built strong ship. 

Signed. JOHN JAMES ONSLOW, Captain. 
W. BANCE, Senior Lieut. 
P. ROBERTS, Master. 
J. STANDFIELD, Carpenter. 



H.M.8. DIDO 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 1841, and the 28th of August, 1841. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? , . . . feet, in. forward. 

afl. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . . . 15 9 forward. 

16 11 afl. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 1^ in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 2^1 „ „ 

Mizen-mast 7 „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? . 10 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .62 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much proyisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . 15 feet, 9 in. forward. 

16 11 aft. 

The height of her ports when fxilly stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 7 6^ 

Midship 6 4 

Aftermost 6 3^ 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 180 

Bread 112 

Spirits 130 

V^ater 25 

Coals 180 

How armed? . On Flush Deck 18 guns. 32 pounders. 40 cwt. 

Does she ride easy Jit hor anchors ? Remarkably easy. 
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Very weatherly. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 

do. and maintop sail ? . . 5 

do. do. and reefed foresail? . . 5 

Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 5 

trehle reefed topsails and courses ? . . 6 

double reefed topsails and top-gal- 
lant sails ? . . . 5 to 7 
Under all sail, except royals ? . . . 5 to 7 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 3 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Very high. * " 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Quick, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or imeasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Particularly well. 
How does she stay ? Quick and gains much. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. 
Under double reefed topsails 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails. 8 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 6 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . .10 

In model ate weather unable to carry royals . 10 
Do. with all sail set. .... 9 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
and studding sails. .... 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

SaUS • • . . m if 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . .12 

In moderate weather. . . .9 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 
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H.M.S. DIDO. 61 

What is her best point of sailing? By the wind in smooth water. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? In a trial with Castor and 
Daphne, close hauled in light moderate breezes, the superiority was in favour of 
Daphne, evidently from the difference in the spread of canvas. Running free in 
a fresh breeze the difference was not so perceptable ; but under all circumstances , 
except that of running free in a itrong breeze, when the rate exceeded 9 feet 
^ fathoms ; Dido always had an advantage over Castor. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and strong. 

Signed. H. DA VIES, Captain. 

T. STANLEY, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. ROVER, 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ andfirom strict observations^ 
between the 1st of January^ 1838^ and the 1st of July^ 1838. 

s 

f 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 14 feet, in. forward. 

15 aft 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 

sailing trimf .... 00 forward. 

aft 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremost in. in a fath . 



Mainmast „ 


» 


Mizen-mast „ 


it 


12 tons 




45 tons. 





The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 

The quantity of water she stows ? . 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 14 feet, 2 inch, forward. 

15 „ 5 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? ... Foremost 6 feet, 7 in. 

Midship 5 11 

Aftermost 6 1 

How many .days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 4 months 

Bread 168 days 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed ? . . On Flush Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 26 cwt. 

Carronade 16 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 



H.M.8. ROTBR. 
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. Remarkably stiff. 



The inolination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails T . 
„ do. and maintop sail? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? 
Under all sailjexcept royals. 
„ do. when just able to carry royals? J 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but quick. 
Does she pitch easy? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Well acd quick. 
How does she wear? Well and quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 
Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . • . • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. . 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

SclUS. • . . . . 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 



9 knots, 4 fathoms. 
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64 H.M.S. ROVER. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? 

Is she, generally speaking, a wcli-huilt and strong skip, or does she show any 
symptoms ol weakness ? Very strong. 

Signed, CHARLES EDEN, Commander. 
E. P. COLE, Master. 
N. GIBSON, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January^ 1835^ and the 1st of Jan.^ 1836. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim? . . . 14 feet, 1 in. forward. 

15 2 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? • . . 13 11 forward. 

15 1 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 28 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . 13 feet, 11 in. forward. 

15 1 aft. 

The height of her ports when ftdly stowed with 
stores and provisions. . Foremost 5 6 

Midship 4 2 

Aftermost 4 9 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 150 days. 

Bread 150 
Spirits 150 
Water 

Coals 

How armed? . . On Flush Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. cwt. 

14 32 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Easily. 

K 
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66 H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 

The inclination of the *hip : 

Under gtormy staysails or trysails ? 
,j do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ doublereefed topsails and top-gallant sails? 
Under all sail except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. Can fire the lee guns under doable reefed 
topsails. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easily. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easily. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she^ in general, carry her helm? Amidships. 
How does she steer? Easily. 
How does she stay ? Quickly. 
How does she wear ? Quickly. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Never tried her, always kept steering. She is 
a good sea-boat. 

She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, 6 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails . .9 4 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 
sails . . • • . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals . 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . .0 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . • . . .0 

Before the wind : 

In a gale ..... 

In moderate weather. . . .11 6 
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H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 6/ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 
What is her best point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Very superior, has no equal. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any s3rmptoms of weakness? Strong. 

Remarks.— "Have found her extremely handy as a brig, and a most serviceable 
vessel in every respect. 

Signed. THOMAS HENDERSON, Commander. 
A. ROLLS, Master. 
T. KITTS, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1837^ and the 1st of Jan., 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 14 feet, 1 in. forward. 

15 2 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? '. . . . 13 11 forward. 

15 1 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 28 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 13~ feet, 11 in. forward. 

15 2 aft. 

The height of her ports, when folly stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . Foremost 5 6 

Midship 4 2 

Aftermost 4 9 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 150 well. 

Bread 150 

Spirits 150 
Water 
Coals 
How armed? . On Flush Deck 2 gims. 9 pounders. cwt. 

14 32 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . . Easily. 



H.M.S. COLUBiBtNX. 69 

The inclination of the ship. 

Undner stormy staysails or trysails ? 
,, do. and maintop sail ? 
f, do. do. and reefbd foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and eourses ? 
„ treUe reefed topsails and courseff? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 7 
Under all sail, except ro3rak ... 6 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports? Can fire the lee guns under double 
veefed topsails. 

Does she roll easy or mica^ in. the trough of the sea? Easily. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy. 

Is she, gto£&aIiy> speaking, an easy' or uneasy ship? Very easy. Wear and 
tear trifling. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Amidships* 
How does she steer ? Easily. 
How does she stay ? Quickly 
How does she wear? Quickly. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Never tried her, always kept steering. She is 
a good sea-boat. 

She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . ' ^ knots 6 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ 4 ,, 
Gose hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
Baus. ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and coiurses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . , „ „ 
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70 H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale . . . .0 knots fathoms. 

In moderate weather. . . . 12 „ „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 
What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? In general, superior hoth on a 
wind and running. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Strong. 

Remarks. — ^The copper, heing much decayed by the effects of the climate, drops 
off occasionally and affects her sailing a little but not materially. 

Signed. THOMAS HENDERSON, Commander. 
E. GRANT, Master. 
T. KITTS, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. PILOT. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations^ 
between 1st of January^ 1841^ and the 1st of January, 1 842* 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
fitructor to be the best trim ? ... feet, in. forward. 

aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . .13 8 fomi^nrd. 

14 10 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular . Foremast 4^ in. in afath. 

Mainmast 6] „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .44 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .13 feet, 8 in. forward. 

14 10 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions? . Foremost 6 

Midship 4 6 

Aftermost 4 10 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 112 

Bread 112 

Spirits 112 
Water 86 

Coals 10 tons. 

How armed? . On Flush Deck 2 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

Carronade 14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Yes. 
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H.M.S. PILOT. 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails? 
and maintop sail? . 
do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . 

trehle reefed topsails and courses? 8 1-3 

double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 9 
Under all sail except royals ? . . 9 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 7 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Deep and easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy, but quick in her motions. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Very easy. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Very well.' 
She has run per hour by the log, with ^as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with 8nK>oth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 

Closed hauled with a head sea': 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails^ top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus. ..... 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . .10 

In moderate weather . • . 11 



9 knots 4 fathoms. 
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H.M.S. PILOT. 73 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? Very well. 
What is her hest point of sailing ? Wind abeam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Very strong. 

Signed, RAMSEY, Commander. 

W. WARREN, Master. 



H.M.S. FANTOME. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 1841, and the 1st of January, 1842 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 12 feet, 9 in. forward. 

14 9 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . 13 2 forward. 

14 10 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 6i in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6 „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 15 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . .13 feet, 7 in. forward. 

14 11 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 5 1 

Midship 5 5^ 

Aftermost 5 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 140 

Bread 112 

Spirits 180 
Water 80 

Coals 10 tons. 

How armed ? . On Flush Deck 4 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

12 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Very easy. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Uildfiv sfeomiy stoymiU or trysails ? . . 

J J do. and maintop sail ?. 
„ doi. and reefed- foresail ? 
jy close reefed topsails and coumM^? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ doubletr^fed top^ail^ alid top^^llant 
sails? .... 

„ all sail, except royals ? 
,, do. when just able to carry royals? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy and quick. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Very well, quick and sure. 
How does she wear ? Very well and sure. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . . . 9 knots 6 fathoms. 

„ double reefed topsails. . 9 „ 2 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. . • . . . f,,o,, 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. . 6 „ ,, 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . «, „ ^ „ 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses. . v/ ,, ^ „ 
„ ' double reefed topsails and top gallant 

saus. . • . .jiAjjvr,, 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 1 1 i» 6 » 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . ^i/ „ ^^ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . . „ ,, 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 ,, 4 „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
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76 H.M.8* FANTOMB. 

What is her hest pomt of sailing ? Close hauled. 

Comparatiye rate of sailing with other ships ? Equal to Wat^nntch, superior 
to Persian and Acorn. 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Very strong* 

Signed. £. BUTTERFIELD, Comicander. 
W. COOPER, Senior Lieut. 
J. PINFOUND, Master. 



H.M.S. GRECIAN, 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer^ 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the 1st of January, 1839, and the 1st of January, 1840. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 12 feet, 10 in. forward. 

14 10 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? .... 13 3 forward. 

14 9 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular? Foremost 5^ in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6i „ ,, 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 15 tons 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 42 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 13 feet, 3 inch, forward. 

14 „ 9 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 7 feet, 11 in. 

Midship 5 

Aftermost 6 6 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 6 months 

Bread 5 do. 
Spirits 6 do. 
Water 3 do. 

Coals 6 do. 

How armed ? . . On Upper Deck 2 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Particularly easy. 
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H.M.S. GRECIAN. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 
trehle reefed topsails and courses ? . 
double reefed topsails and top -gal- 
lant sails ? . . . 
Under all sail, except royals ? . . . 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee f orii.?^ Vieiiywel)* 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Remarkably easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Particularly easy on every 
point of sailing. 

How does she, m general^ cany her helm ? A little a weather. 
Jiow does shei steer t. Withi great ease. 
Hjow does she stay ? Quick and sure. 
How does she wear ? Quick and sure. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Particularly weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Dry onA easy. 
She has ran per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. 
Under double reefed topsails 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top^gallant sails. 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Under treble reefed topsails and coiurses 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. .... 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
and studding sails. . 
In moderate weatlier, witli royals and studding 
sails .... 

Befbre the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . .12 

In moderate weather. . . .9 



11 knots, fathoms. 
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H.M.S. ORBCIAN. 7^ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Remarkahly easy and rises well to the 
sea without rolling much. 

What is her hest point of sailing? Close hauled. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Beat every vessel she has 
yet sailed with. 

Is she generally speaking, a welLhuilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built, strong, and does not show any symptoms of 
weakness. 

Signed. W. SMYTH, Commakbes. 

C. HESELTINE, Senior Lieut. 

A. B. PEARCE, Master. 

FRAS. DEVONSHIRE, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. ACORN. 



^^^^^0^^^m^^0^^0^^k^^^t^^^>^^^^>^a^»^>^s^*^k^^ 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1841, and the 1st of January, 1842. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . • .13 feet, in. forward. 

14 6 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . , . . . .13 4 forward. 

14 5 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 6 in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 8 ,, „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . 20 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .44 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much prorisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 140 
• Bread 

Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed? . On''GunDeck 4 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt 

12 32 17 

Does rile ride easy at her anchors ? Very fair. 
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H.M.S. ACORN. 81 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? . . 15 

„ do. and maintop sail ? . . 15 

„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? . 12 

Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 10 

,, treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 10 

y, double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 6 

Under all sail, except royals. ... 6 

„ do. when jnst able to carry royals ? . 5 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but quick. 
Does she pitch easy ? Not very. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Quick in her motions. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very well. 
How does she stay ? Well and quick. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly. 
JIow does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
she could safely carry this sail to . 
dose hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . . .8 knots, 4 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails . . . 8 „ 4 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses, 
^ind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . • . • • 

In moderate weather imable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. .... 

"Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . .10 „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 9 „ „ 

^efbre the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather. . . . 8 „ 4 „ 
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82 H.M.S. ACOBN. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Remarkably well. 

What is her best point of sailing ? Two to four points iree. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Sept. 20th, 1841. In chase of a 
Brigantine in company with h.h.s. Brisk and Waterwitcb, headed Brisk and ran 
up to Waterwitch on weather bow. Sept. 21st. In chase of English brig Rockef 
with a lighter breeze on port beam, going about 4^ knots, ran away from both 
Brisk and Waterwitch. Sept. 22nd. Tried rate of sailing with Waterwitch on 
a wind, and beat her ; rate of sailing from 3 to 4^ knots per hour. Oct. 11th In 
chase of Spanish brig Hercules, in company with h.m.s. Iris, going free, rate of 
sailing 6 to 9 knots, was beaten about i mile per hour; subsequently beat the Iris 
on a wind. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and strong, not showing weakness. 

Signed, JOHN ADAMS, Commander. 

JOHN B. HANKEY, Senior Lieut. 
W. BARRETT, Master. 



H.M.S. BITTERN. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and &om strict observation, 
between the 20th of May, 1841, and the 3rd of Dec, 1842. 






The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
8 tructor to he the hest trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to he her hest 
sailing trim? ..... 00 forward. 

aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron hallast for her ? 20 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .42 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 13 feet, 1 in. forward. 

14 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . Foremost 7 

Midship 5 
Aftermost 5 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions well. 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed ? . On Gun Deck 4 guns. 

12 
Does she ride easy at her anchors ? 



4 
1 
5 



32 pounders. 25 cwt 
32 17 

Yes. 



84 H.M.S. BITTERN. 

The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
y, do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . ^ Stiff. 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . j 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Quick, but easy. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? £asy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherly, after a 
trial with Grecian and Acorn. 

How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 4 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . „ „ 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. . „ ,, 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. . . . « , \i ff \i ff 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. „ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale . . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 9 „ 6 ^, 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Superior, after a trial with 
Grecian and Acorn. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness? Very strong. 



Signed. BYRON GARY, Commander. 
G. J. CHARLES, Master. 
CHARLES MERSTON, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. SNAKE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations^ 
between 1st of January^ 1839, and the 1st of January, 1840, 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? ... feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? « . . . . . 14 forward. 

14 5 aft. 

Tiie rake of her masts from her perpendicular . Foremast in. in afatb. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast ,, 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 23 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .45 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .14 feet, in. forward. 

14 9 aft. 

The height of her ports, when ftdly stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 5 8 

Midship 4 10 

Aftermost 5 3^ 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 98 

Bread 98 

Spirits 112 

Water 90 

Coals 
How armed? . . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 26 cwt. 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Easy. 



10 to 14 

10 to 12 

10 to 11 
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7 to 9 
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^he inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
,, treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails 
Under all sail except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. High. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes, when not pressed. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Easy, shoots well a-head. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly . 
How does she behave lying to ? Well and dry. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails . .9 6 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsaBs and courses. 
Under treble reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 
saus . . . . • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals . 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . .10 6 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . .10 6 

Before the wind : 

In a gale ..... 

In moderate weather. . . .9 
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How docs she scud in a hcAvy gale ? No trial. 

What is her best point of sailing ? On a wind, to wind abeam or two points 
abaft it. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Beat Charybdis, Eitpress and 
Serpent with great advantage. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? 



Signed. JOHN B. P. HAY, Commander. 

HORATIO JAEMERY, Senior Lieut. 
R. HOWELL, Master. 
GEO. S. ALDUS, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. RINGDOVE. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the and the 13th of April, 1837. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim? . . . 12 feet, 9 in. forward. 

14 3 aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . .13 4 forward. 

14 7 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . 13 feet, 4 in. forward. 

14 7 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
^tores and provisions. . . Foremost 6 10 

Midship 5 i 

Aftermost 5 1 i 

How many days of the ftdlowing articles can she con- 

veniendy stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 

Spirits y Stows her provisions well. 

Water 
Coals 

How armed? . . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 poundors. cwt. 

14 32 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? . Easy, as far as tried. 

N 
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The inclination of the ship : I 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 
treble reefed topsails and courses? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Three spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Remarkably easy. 
How does she stay ? Remarkably quick. 
How does she wear? Remarkably quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .10 knots fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . , 9 „ 4 „ 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble do. do. . ^ » ^ ,, 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. • • . • • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails . . . „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . „ „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather . , . . 10 „ 6 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
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Wliat is her best point of sailing ? Wind two points abaft the beam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Fast. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Well built. 

Signed. W. LAPIDGE, Commander. 



H.M.S. HARLEQUIN. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 1843, and the 1st of January^ 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to he the best trim ? . . . .12 feet, 9 in. forward. 

14 3 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . ..00 forward. 

aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 6 1-3 in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6 2-3 „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? . 17 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed? . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 32 pounders. 25 ci^t. 

14 32 17 

Docs she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 
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llie inclination uf the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ?. 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 

close reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 9 

all sail, except royals ? . . 6 

,j do. when just able to cirrytpyals? . 5 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Very well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? £asy, but deep. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very well. 
How does she stay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear ? Very quick. 

Is she weatherly or lecwardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 4 fathoms. 

„ double reefed topsails. . . 7 „ 6 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . • „ „ 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 
„ double reefed topsails and top^ gallant 

sails. . . . • II )) 4 „ 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 „ 6 „ 

Do. ¥dth all sail set . . . • 9 » 6 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . • „ „ 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . • • • 8 » 6 »> 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . • S „ 2 ,> 

How does she scud in a heavy gale t WelL 
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What is her hest point of sailing? On a wind in smooth water, hut when 
hlowing fresh, a point free. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Tried rate of sailing with 
H.M.S. Wanderer, neither vessel having any advantage. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
sjonptoms of weakness ? Well-huilt 

Signed. G. J. HASTINGS, Commander. 
H. CHADS, Senior Lieut. 
J. EDINGTON, Master. 



H.M.S. WANDERER, 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations^ 
between the 10th of August, 1835, and the 2nd of August, 1839. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . 13 10 forward. 

14 4 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremost 4^ in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 5 J „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 23 tons 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . feet, inch, forward. 

„ „ alt. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 5 feet, 10 in. 

Midship 4 9 

Aftermost 4 11 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 5 months 

Bread 84 days 
Spirits 5 months 
Water 3 do. 

Coals 5 do. 

How armed ? . . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 25 cwt« 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 



96 H.M.S. WANDERER. 

TTie inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . 10 

„ do. and maintop sail ? . . 11 

„ do. do. and reefed foresail? . . 10 

Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . . 10 

„ trehle reefed topsails and courses ? . . 9 

„ double reefed topsails and top -gal- 
lant sails ? . . . 7 
Under all sail, except royals ? . . . 7 
„ do. when just ahle to carry royals? . 4 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well above water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but quick. 
Does she pitch easy? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Half a turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very well. 
How does she stay ? Well and quick. 
How does she wear ? Short round. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Very well, no ship better. 
She has run per hour by the log, witli as much wind 
AS she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : . 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots, fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails . . . 9 » „ 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails. 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and coiurses 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

SSUS* • • • • • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . ., „ vr „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails. . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails . . . . . 10 „ ,^ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . . 1 1 „ ,, 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 



7 


a 


6 


6 


a 


4 


10 


>f 





10 


>> 


6 


10 


>j 


6 


9 


>» 


6 


9 


ft 









H.M.S. WANDBRBR. 97 

What is her hest point of sailing ? Close hauled. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships t Superior. 
Is she, generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
8]rmptoms of weakness ? Strong and well huilt. 

Signed. THOMAS BUSHBY, Commander. 
J. W. AUSTIN, Senior Lieut. 
W. H. COOKE, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. LILY. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 18 , and the 1st of January, 18 • 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 13 feet, 8 in. forward. 

14 6 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . 13 8 forward. 

14 8 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 4jl in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 61-3 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 48 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . .13 feet, 8 in. forward. 

14 8i aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 6 1 

Midship 5 

Aftermost 5 3 

How many days of the foUowing articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 120 

Bread 130 

Spirits 130 
Water 60 

Coals 190 tons. 

How armed ? . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 26 cwt. 

14 32 17 

Does she ride easy at her aackors ? Very easy. 
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Tht inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
,f treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
,y double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Easy, ];»ut qvuck. 
Does she roU easy or uneasy in die trough of the ' sea? Easy, but deep. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Uncommonly well. 
How does she stay ? Quickly. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherly, com- 
pared with Modeste, in April, 1838. 

How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 2 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ 4 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . ^ » vr „ 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . « • x\7 ,, «/ ,, 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 9 „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. wr „ v „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . 10 „ 6 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . • . . 8 „ „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale . . . . . 10 „ 6 ,, 

In moderate weather. . . . 7 „ 4 „ 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? The wind a point free. 

Comparatiye rate of sailing with other ships? Beat the Pylades 1 mile per 
hour in the run from St Helena to Ascension. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Strong. 



Signed. J. REEVE, Commander. 

R. W. KING, Senior Libut. 

B. MILLER, Master. 

P. SANDERS, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. PANTALOON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 20th of July^ 1832, and the 2nd of Sept., 1834. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to he the hest trim? 11 feet, 7 in. forward. 

13 3 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to he her hest 
sailing trim? ..... 11 8 forward. 

13 2 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast ,-, 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron hallast for her ? 23 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .28 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 11 feet, Sin. forward. 

13 2 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? .... Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 4 months 

Bread „ 

Spirits „ 

Water „ 

Coals „ 

How armed? On Gun Deck 10 guns. 32 pounders. cwt. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? 
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Remarkably stiff. 



The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail t 
do. do. and reefed fore sail? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and coursee ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
doable reefed topsails and top*galIant sails ?^ 
Under all sail except royals? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. Well out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Briskly, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Pitches deep, but does not strain. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy oromeasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? Amidships. 
How does she steer? Uncommonly well. 
How does she stay? Remarkably quick. 
How does she wear ? Remarkably quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherly, beyond 
comparison. 

How does she behave lying to ? Exceedingly well. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant - 

sails .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. • • . . • 

Before the wind: 

In a gale ..... 
In moderate weather. 



knots, fathoms. 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale? 
What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparatiye rate of sailing with other ships ? Beat only by Vernon & Snake. 
Is she generally speaking, a weU-bnilt and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness? WeU built 

These Remarks are founded from two years experience, during which period we 
were chiefly employed in conveymg the mail to and from Lisbon, and had good 
opportunities of trying her in all weathers, particularly in the gales of February, 
1833, when her amazing weatherly qualities, under low sail and dryness lying^to, 
were most astonishing. She scuda admirably well, haying come home frx>m 
Lisbon in June, 1834, in as heavy a gale as the oldest seaman on board had ever 
witnessed ; I believe the passage to be the shortest ever known. Whilst on that 
service I have had trials with many packets, none of which had any chance with 
the Pantaloon ; we likewise beat the Briton, Nimrod, and Orestes on the Lisbon 
station. 

I have only to add that her accommodations on the lower deck for her men are 
capital, and that our sick list was uncommonly small, taking into consideration 
the constant exposure to wet weather. 

Signed, £. DACSBS, Lieut. Commanding. 



H.M.S. RAPID. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations^ 
between 1st of January^ 1842^ and the 1st of January,, 1843. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the eon- 
structor to be the best trim ? ... feef^ in. forward. 

aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . 11 4 forward. 

13 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular Foremast 6 3-8 in. in a&th. 

Mainmast 7 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? 32 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .23 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . .11 feet, 4 in. forward. 

13 aft. 

The height of her ports, when frilly stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 5 1 

Midship 4 5 

Aftermost 4 6 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 1 12 

Bread 140 
Spirits 158 ' ! 

Water 70 

Coals 140 < 

How armed? . On Gun Deck 8 guns. 18 pounders. 16 cwt 

Does she ride easy at ker anchors f . Easy. I 
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The inclinatioii of the ship : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails i . 
f, do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail i 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
,, double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails I . . . . 7i 

Under all sail, except royals. . 6 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? . 6 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Quick, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Amidships. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Remarkably quick and well. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hoiu: by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. . . .9 knots, 6 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails . . • ^ 7) „ 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. • • . . . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. .... 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . 11 „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . . . 10 „ 4 „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . v« 

In moderate weather . . 10 „ „ 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale? No trial. 

What is her best point of sailing ? Wind before the beam* 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? In a trial with Dolphin^ deeidedTy 
superior on a wind; Iris had the advantage in a short trial, when Rapid was light* 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Remarkably strong and light. 

Signed, H. A. FOOTE, Lieut. Commander, 



H.M.S. BONETTA. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1837, and the 1st of January, 1838. 

The draught of water which was estunated by the con- 
vtructor'to be the best trim? . . • 11 feet, ia. forward. 

12 6 aft. 
The draught of water found on trial to be her best 

Bailing trim? . . . . . . 11 6 forward. 

13 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 

Mainmast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 30 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
Btores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 11 feet, in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 7 5 

Midship 6 2^ 

Aftermost 7 

How many days of the following articles can she con-' 
venientiy stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread T Stows her provisions very 
Spirits [ ^eu^ 

Water 

Coals 

How armed? . . On Gun Deck 6 guns. 18 poundeni. cwt, 

Doei she ride easy at her anchors? . Yes. 



She stands well under 
her sails. 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails ? 
„ and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . 
„ trel?le reefed topsails and courses? 
„ douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Very high out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear? Middling. 
■ Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Very weatherly 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with ,as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots 4 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 8 „ 4 „ 
Closed hauled with a head sea': 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . ^, „ y, „ 

Under treble do. do. . « „ w „ 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails . . . „ ,, 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

saus. • . . • *^7)^)) 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . • m „ 

In moderate weafcher . , . . 10 „ 4 „ 

Hqw does she scud in a heavy gale ? 
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What is her best point of sailing ? From close hauled to wind abeam, or two 
points abaft. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Very good. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well built and strong. 

Signed. W. P. DESCHAMPS, Liiut. Commander. 



H.M.S. PANDORA. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer* 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 4th of March, 1836, and the 1st of January, 1837* 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? • . • .0 feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . • • . 11 forward. 

12 10 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular f Foremast in. in a faih. 

Mainmast „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . 25 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .24 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much proTisions and 
stores as she can convenientiy stow? . .11 feet, in. forward. 

12 10 aft. 

The height of her ports when ftilly stowed with stores 
and provisions. • . . Foremost 

Midship 5 7i 

Aftermost 

How many days of tiie following articles can she con- 
venientiy stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 5 months under hatches* 

Bread „ „ 

Spirits „ „ 

Water „ „ 

Coals „ „ 

How armed? On Gun Deck 4 guns. 9 pounders. 13 cwt* 



Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 
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The inclination of the flhip : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails f 
,f do. and maintop sail ? 
f, do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 

Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? )Never heels more Oiaa fire 

I degrees. 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 

, , double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? ^ 
Under all sail except royals ? 

ff do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports. Very high out of the water. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Remarkably easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy, not having washed away anything forward 
during the nine months in commission. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? The easiest vessel we ever 
sailed in. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Very well. 
How does she stay ? Stays like a cutter. 
How does she wear ? Very handy. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? She has both fore- 
reached and weathered every thing we have met with. 
How does she behave lying to ? Very dry and easy. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .9 knots, fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails Within five prints from the wind. 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 
sails ..... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals . 
Do. with all sail set. . . . 11 „ 4 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsaUs, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails* . • • . • 

Before the wind: 

In a gale ..... 



112 H.M.8. PANDORA. 

Before the wind : 

In moderate weather. • . . 10 „ 4 i, 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? 

What is her best point of sailing? On a wind 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Has beaten every thing we 
have sailed with in an extraordinary manner. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
63rmptoms of weakness? Does not show weakness. 

Signed. R. W. JONES, Lieut. Commander. 
W. ARCHER, Second Master. 



H.M.S. DOLPHIN, 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observations, 
between the 20th of August, 1837, and the 1st of January, 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 11 feet, 6 in. forward. 

13 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? .... forward. 

aft. 
The rake of her masts from lier perpendicular ? Foremost in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 20 tons 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 30 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow? . 11 feet, 2 inch, forward. 

12 „ 11 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 6 feet, 11 in. 

Midship 6 1 

Aftermost 6 2 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 5 months 

Bread 

\ Stows her provisions well . 
Water i '^ 

Coals 

How armed ? . . On Gun Deck 1 gun. 32 pounders. 49 cwt. 

2 32 32 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? 

Q 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stonny staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail? 
,1 do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . ^ StiC 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? High. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy, 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear? WelL 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherly, 
How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 4 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Close hatded with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses^ 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. . • « . , 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sailer 
and studding sails. . . . 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus. • . » . . 

Before the wind : 

In a gale ..... 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale ? 
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What is her hest point of sailing. Wind a beam. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Has beaten every man-of-war 
she has sailed with. 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
fljmptoms of weakness ? Well-built and strong. 

Signed. P. CAMPBELL, Lieut. Gokhaudsb. 
W. PIX, Second Master. 



H.M.S. RANGER. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observ^ation, 
between the iOth of February, 1837, and the 19th of April, 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . 11 feet, in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . 113 forward. 

12 8 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast 3 J in. m a fath. 

Mammast 4^ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 30 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 30 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .11 feet, 3 in. forward. 

12 8 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 168 

Bread 126 

Spuits 168 
Water 112 
Coals 168Ttons. 

How armed ? . On Gun Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders. 13 cwt. 

4 12 6 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Easy. 
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The inclination of the ship, 

Undjer stormy staysails or trysails ? . 

„ do. ^ii|d maintop sail ?. 

ft do. a^d reefed fbc^ail? 

,. cl<^ reefed topsails and courses? \^- ^, . • j 

\T « , ., • ■ « ; Not correctly ascertamed. 

„ ixeble re^if d top^a^ an4 ppurs^ ? 

„ double reefed topsails and toprgaJJ^^j^it 

sails? 
„ all sail, except royals? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carxy kec lee. porta? Well ou^o£i;lie waters 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but quick, 
without straining. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Quick and easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Well. 
How does she stay ? Very well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Holds her own 
with other vessels she has tried with and forereaches. 
How does she behave lying to ? Extremely well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 9 knots 6 fathoms. 

„ double reefed topsails. . . 10 „ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . 8 „ „ 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. . 7 }) „ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 11 „ „ 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses. . 1 1 » „ 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . 12 „ 6 „ 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . • ^ » 6 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale . . . . 13 ., „ 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . . 10 „ 4 „ 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sau8. . • . .«/,,(/„ 



118 H.M.8. BANOBR. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . 14 „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ ^y 

How does she scud in a heavy gale f Very weU, steers easily. 
What is her best point of sailing ? Wind a point or two abaft the beam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Have had but little w 
vessels of war, but generally had the advantage. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show a 
symptoms of weakness? Well-built and strong. 

Signed. J. H. TURNER, Lixut. Commandxb. 



H.M.S. CYGNET. 



Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observations 
between of January^ and the of January^ 



The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
Btructor to be the best trim ? . . .11 feet, in. forward. 

12 6 aft 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . 11 3 forward. 

12 6 aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular Foremast in. in afath. 

Mainmast 7 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 15 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .32 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . . .11 feet, 11 in. forward. 

12 10 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 5 7 

Midship 5 

Aftermost 5 5 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 140 

Bread 140 
Spirits 143 
Water 
Coals 
How armed ? . • On Gun Deck 6 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? 
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» 



» 



Stiff. 



I 



The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . .1^ 
ff treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 
„ double reefed topsails and top -gal- 
lant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals ? 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uiietsy in the trotigh of the s^a ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Easy when improper sail is not carried. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A weather. 
How does she steer ? Remarkably easy. 
How does she stay > Very well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : . 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 

Under double reefed topsails . . .9 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails. 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. • . . . . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. .... 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails. .... 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails . . . . .0 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . .0 

In moderate weather. . . * , ^^ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? 



Very weathetly. 



9 knots, 6 fathoms. 
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What is her hest point of sailing? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Beat the Wolverme on a wind. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness ? Well huj^ and strong. 

Signed. EDMUND WILLSON, Lieut. Commandee. 
J. W. M. HALL, Second Master. 



R 



H.M.S. EXPRESS. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the 31st of January, 1836, and the 7th of January, 1840. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim? 11 feet, 3 in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . 112 forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 466 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 11 feet, 2 in. forward. 

12 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
''^niently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed? . On Gun Deck 4 guns. 9 pounders. 11 cwt 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . Yes. 



. Stows fire months provi- 
sions well. 



Stands up very well in 
deed under sails. 
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Tike inclination of the ship : ") 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
.f and maintop sail ? . 
„ do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 
„ trehle reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sail s ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 
,, when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Quick but easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Quick but easy. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Like all fast sailing vesssli 
n^ck in her motions. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A weather. 
How does she steer ? A child might steer her, I have seen her steer heiself for 
'enty minutes. 

How does she stay ? 1 Does both well. 
How does she wear? J Stays in any weather. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Weatherly. 
How^does she behave lying to? Well, I have tried her in a hurricane. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . . .10 knots 6 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails. . . 8 „ 6 „ 

Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . • • • • *^ J) ^ 91 

Under close reefed topsails and courses . „ „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . „ „ 

Under treble do. do. . „ „ 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. „ ,, 

Do. with all sail set. . . . „ 4 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 12 „ 4 „ 

Before the wind : 

In a gale> • • • • - ^ a ^ a 



134 H.M.B. BXPRBBS. 

Before the wind: 

In moderate weather . • . .10 knots fathoms. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? Under reefed courts and three 
reefs in the topsails would heat most vessels. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
8}rmptoms of weakness? Well huilt, and a credit to her huilder, whoev^ he 
may have heen. 

Signed, W. P. CROKE, Lieut. Cohicandsr. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP, GORGON. 



Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of August, 1838, and the 1st of January, 1839. 



The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
ftt^Tuctor to be the best trim ? . . .15 feet, 6 in. forward. 

15 6 aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
Boiling trim? . , .... forward. 

aft. 
The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast ^ in. in a foot. 

Mainmast i „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . None ^ 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much proTisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . Foremost 

Midship 
A-ftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 4 months. 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 

Coals 370 tons. 
How armed? On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 10 inch. 84 cwt. 

2 32 pounders. 82 

Forecastle 1 10 inch. 84 

2 32 pounders. 82 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 



15 feet, 


1 in. forward. 


16 


2 


aft. 


8 
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44 




5 


64 




months, 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . . 4 

„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 5 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 5 

ff double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 5i 

Under all sail, except royals. . . 6 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? . 6 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Very easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Very easy indeed. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Remarkably easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Rather slack. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 

How does she stay ? To a certainty, 3 minutes 30 seconds coming round. 
How does she wear? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Very weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . . . 

Close haided with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

g allant sails. . . . .6 knots, fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails . . . 7 „ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sans . . . * .7,, I/,, 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 3 „ „ 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . v^ „ ^ „ 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. . . . . **'M^'f9 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . ^ „ ^ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . .10 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . 11 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . . .0,, u,, 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . 10 ^ „ 
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Before the wind. : 

In moderate weather . . 5 ,, Oi^ ,, 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 

What is her hest point of sailing ? On a wind, with a fresh hreezes. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? In light winds, from heing ahle to 
spread hut little canvas, in comparison with other vessels, is heaten. In strong 
winds and with a sea, I consider her to have very powerful qualities. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? A well-huilt and strong ship, and possessing every good 
quality. 

Signed, S. E. DACRES, Captain. 
F. C. SYER, Senior Lieut. 
H. J. LOUDON, Master. 
Jno. RAYMOND, Carpenter. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP, GORGON. 



A Report of the sailing and other quidities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstunceS) and from strict observation^ 
between the 20th of Jane^ 1839^ and the 2nd of Aprils 1842. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . .16 3 forward. 

17 3 aft. 

The rake of her masts from her perpendicular ? Foremast ^ in. in a foot. 

Mainmast i 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 46 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 16 feet, 2{ in. forward. 

17 3 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with 
stores and provisions. . Foremost 7 10 

Midship 5 1 

Aftermost 5 3{ 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 5 months. 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Ck>als 
How armed? On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 10 inch. 84 cwt* 

2 32 pounders. 82 

Forecastle 1 10 inch. 84 

2 32 pounders. 82 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Yes. 
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She stands well undor 
her sails. 



Easy. 



The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy fita^sails or trysails t 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top gallant sails i 
Under all sail except' royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royalo ? 

How does she carry her lee ports. Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm? Under steam, half a turn a starboard ; 
under sail, a weather. 

How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well under sail. 
How does she wear ? Well under sail. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatlierly. 
How does she behave lying to? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? ..... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed do. do. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-^: . i \ - 
saus ..... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus* . . * . • 

Before the wind: 

In a gale .... 
In moderate weather. 



\ 



Under sail and steam 
1 04 knots. Has steam- 
ed 1 1 knots in smooth 

water. 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 
What is her hest point of sailing? Two points abaft the beam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
83rmptoms of weakness? A strong serviceable ship. 

Signed. W. HENDERSON, Captain. 
W. W. WHITE, Master. 
JOHN BARNES, Carpenter. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP CYCLOPS. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 28tb of May^ 1843, and tiie 29tii of September, 1843. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . 15 6 forward. 

17 6 aft 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast 2] in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 3 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 48 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? .15 feet, 11 in. forward. 

17 5i aft. 

The height of her ports, when fidly stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 6 

Midship 5 

Aftermost 4 H 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 140 

Bread 140 
Spurits 140 
Water 32 

Coals 420 tons. 

How armed? On Quater Deck 1 guns. 10 inch. 84 cwt. 

2 8 131 

Forecastle 1 10 84 

2 8 130 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very easy. 
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Tlie inclination of the sliip, 

I 'iidcr stormy staysails or trysails ? . 
,, do. and maintop sail t 

„ do. and reefed foresail ? . . 10 

„ close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . S 

„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 6 

„ all sail, except noyals? . ^, .^., . ^ * • 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? . 5 to 64 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Low. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Deep, but easy. 
Does she };itch easy ? Very easy. 

hfihfi g^n<)ral1y speaj^ingj^afiteasy; or uneasy ship? A^ particularly easy ship. 
How. . docs, she, in genera]^ carry her helm ? :( to ^ a turn a weather. 
Iio¥f docs she steer? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? Exceedingly well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is ^he weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly, the 
advantage greater with increase of wind and sea. 
How does she behave l3dng to ? No trial. 
She has run psr hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 8 knots fathoms. 

„ double reefed topsails. . . ^ ») ^ >» 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sans. • . . . 7,,o,, 

fy close reefed topsails and courses. . 3 „ „ 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . v^ „ ^ „ 

J, treble reefed topsails and courses. . ^ „ ^^ „ 
„ double reefed topsails and top* gallant 

sauo. . . . . ^^ )i ' '* f) 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 9 „ „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . . ^ „ < „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

Boforc the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . 10 „ „ 
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How docs she scud in a heavy gale ? With or without engines at work, well and 
remarkahly easy. 

What is her best point of sailing? Wind on the quarter. 

Compaiatiye rate ot^tsSting with other ships? Very good by the wind in 
strong breezes. f 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? An exceedingly strong well-built ship. 

Passage from Athens to Malta under sail, 30th January, to 8th February, 1843. 
The Cyclops left Athens with not quite 24 hours of coals on board and only 10 
days proyisions and water. 

After being out 12 hours she was put under sail, (boilers remaining full) and during 
2 days contention against fre^h' gales and sti^^g squ^s, her performance was 
most admirable, and continued so under all eiristmiBttoceA during the passage: 
the greatest inclination being 11^ degrees. 

In justice, therefore, it may be said, that as a steam vessel of war, under such cir- 
cumstances, this ship is very near perfection, as whether with or without coals, 
she is able to make any passage under sail alone, satisfactorily and expeditiously. 

To render this ship fully efficient, it appears that 80 horse-power more should be 
added to the nominal power at present on board. 

Signed. HORATIO AUSTEN, Captain. 



H.M. 

STEAM VESSEL DEVASTATION 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 15th of February^ 1843^ and th3 1st of April, 1843. 

The drav^ht of water which was estiinated by the con- 

stnictor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 

sailing trim? .... forward. 

aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremost in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ „ 

Mizen-mast „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 61 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 13 feet, 8 inch, forward. 

14 „ 6 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? ... Foremost 10 feet, 3 in. 

Midship 

Aftermost 8 8 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed ? . . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 10 inch. 84 ewt. 

2 32 pounders. 

Forecastle 1 10 inch. 84 cwt. 

2 32 pounders, 

she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 
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> Stands well under sails. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails! 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresafl? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
ff treble reefed topsails and courses? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gal- 
lant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals ? ^ . 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or mieasy in the trough of the sea ? Deep, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Easy, if not pressed. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy under sail and 
under steam, if not pressed. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A weather. 
How does she steer ? Well. 
How does she stay ? WelL 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water: \ 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top-\ 

gallant sails. 
Under double reefed topsails 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails. 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Under treble reefed topsails and course s 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallani 

sails. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
and studding sails. . . 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 
sails .... 
Before the wind : 

In a gale. .... 
In moderate weather. 



Working the engines at 
fiill power in smooth 
I water 12i knots. 



; 



Working the engines at 
full power against a 
gale of wind, with a 
heavy head sea 4 19-20 
knots. 
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How does she scud in a heavy gale ! 
What is her best point of sailing . 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ?■ 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? 

Signed. H. W. HENRY, CoMMAirMm. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP VIXEN. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between 11th of June, 1842, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to he the hest trim ? ... feet, in. forward. 

aft 

The draught of water, found on trial to he her hest 
sailing trim? . . 12 6 forward. 

13 aft. 
The rake of her masts from a perpendicular Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron hallast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .58 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . .14 feet, 2 in. forward. 

14 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

■ 

How armed? . On Quarter Deck 1 guns. 10 inch cwt. 

2 32 pounders. 

Forecastle 1 10 inch. 

2 32 pounders. 

DoM she ride easy at her anchors ? Tes. 

T 



. Stows her provisions well. 



Stiff under sail. 
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■ 

The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 
„ do. when just able to carry royals . 
How does she carry her lee ports? None. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Midships. 
How does she steer ? Well. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Weathcrly. 
How does she behave lying to? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 6 knots fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. . , . * * 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam t 

Under close reefed topsaiis and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . . . • . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. ... 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . • • .o,, 4yy 

Before the wind : 

In a gale ..... 
In moderate weather. . . . 8 „ ,^ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? No triaL 
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What is her hest point of sailing? Wind on the quarter. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Slow in light winds. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-huilt and strong ship, or does she show 
«ny symptoms of weakness? Strong and well-huilt. 

Signed. 6. 6IFFARD, Commandzb. 
G. GILES, Master. 
R. BAIRD, CABPBirrER. 



H.M. STEAM VESSEL GROWLER. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict obseiyation, 
between the ist of January^ 1843^ and the 1st of January^ 1844. 



The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . .13 feet, 1 in. forward. 

13 7 aft. 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 

sailing trim ? . . . . . . 13 6 forward. 

14 3 aft. 
The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast 6 in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 6 „ „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . None 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . 6t5 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 13 feet, 3 in. forward. 

14 6 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 120 

Bread 120 

Spirits 150 

Water 84 

Coals 15 

How armed? . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 84 pounderi. 85 cwt. 

2 68 65 

Forecastle 1 84 85 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very easy. 
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The inclination of the ghip : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
)) treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? • . 'Si 

Under all sail, except royals. . . 3j| 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? . 3^^ 

How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but deep. 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Three spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Rather easy. 
How does she stay ? Readily. 

How does she wear? Readily, but from her great length requires time & space* 
Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly, 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

g allant sails. . . ' . 5 to 6 knots without steam 

Under double reefed topsails . . 4 to 5^ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus . . • • 4 ,, 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . No trial. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . No trial. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. No trial. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . 7 to 8 ,, 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 8 J „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . 8 to 9 „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gaUant sails 

and studding sails. . - ^i ,> 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. • . . . 8 to 9 ^, 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. .... No trial. 

In moderate weather . . Si 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
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What is her best point of sailing ? Wind on the quarter. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Tried only with merchant yessels 
had the advantage in general without steam. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? 

Signed. C. M. BUCKLE, Captain. 
JOHN LODWICK. Lieut. 
JOHN TUCKER, Master. 
JOHN TURPID, Caepenteb. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January^ 1840^ and the Ist of January, 1841. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . .00 forward. 

aft 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a foot» 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . 35 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and * 

stores as she can convenientiy stow ? . . 13 feet, 6 in. forwards 

14 aft. 

The height of her ports when fuUy stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 0* 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 168 

Bread 224 

Spirits 168 

Water 
Coals 
How armed? . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. 32 pounden. 41 cwt.. 

Does she ride easy at her anchors f • £asy» 



144 H.M. STBAM VBSSBL HECLA. 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
and maintop sail ? . 
ff do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses? 
„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Two spokes a weather. 
How does she steer ? Very easy. 
How does she stay ? No trial. 
How does she wear? No trial. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails. 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sans. . • . • • 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Underdose reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sauo. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding! 11 knots with steam. 

sails. .... .J 9 knots without steam. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather . , . .8 knots. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 
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What is her hest point of sailing ? No trial. 

ComparatiYe rate of sailing with other ships? Under steam, heat the steam 
▼essels Kite and Spitfire very much. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-bmlt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Strong. 

Signed, J. B. GRUFF, Libut. Commander. 
JOHN J. BALL, Second Master. 



U 



H.M, STEAM VESSEL ARDENT. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January^ 1843, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft 
The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 11 9 forward. 

12 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast 4} in. in a fath* 

Mainmast 5 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 34 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow? . .12 feet, 3 in. forward. 

12 8 aft ' 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 140 

Bread 96 

Spirits 140 
Water 46 

Coals 
How armed ? On Quarter Deck 2 guns. 92 pounders. 25 ewt. 

Forecastle 1 68 65 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 
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llie inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or try saili ? . 14 

II do. and maintop sail ?. 
„ do. and reefed foresail ? 
II close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 14 

,1 double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 8 

,1 all sail| except royals ? . . 5 

„ do. when just abU to carry royals ? . 6 

How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking) an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does shci in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Well. 
How does she stay ? Quick. 
How does she wear ? Quick. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Very well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails an 1 top- 
gallant sails. .... 5 knots fathoms. 

I, double reefed topsails. . . 3 „ „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . • • . . 

,1 close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . ^ » ^ n 

II treble reefed topsails and coiurses. . v ,| v „ 
,1 double reefed topsails and top gallant 
sans. .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. . . . * ' »» ^ » 

Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsailsi top-gallant sails 

and studding sails . . . ,| n 

In moderate weatheri with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . *^)}^f« 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. . . . . . „ „ 

In moderate weather. . . , 7 „ 6 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very well. 
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What is her hest point of sailing? Wind quarterly. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Fast and weatherly. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show an y 
Sjrmptoms of weakness ? 

Signed. JOHN RUSSELL, Commander. 
H. E. S. WINTHROP, Lieut. 
JAMES DOIDGE, Master. 
JOHN EDWARDS, Carpenter. 



H.M. STEAM VESSEL HECATE, 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 22nd of Sept. 1840, and the 1st of Jan. 1841. 

The draught of water which was estunated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 



sailing trim? .... 


forward. 




aft. 


The rake of her masts firom a perpendicular ? 


Foremost in. in a fath. 




Munmast ,| „ 




Mizen-mast „ „ 


The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 


None. 


The quantity of water she stows ? 


33 tons. 


Her draught of water with as much provisions 


and 


stores as she can conveniently st(|w? 


feet, inch, forward. 

ft 99 *"• 



The height of her ports, when fiilly stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 10 weeks. 

Bread 10 „ 
Spirits 10 „ 
Water 7 „ 

Coals Jj 7i days for steaming. 
How armed ? . . On Quarter Deck 1 gun. [ 68 pounders. 65 cwt. 

2 32 50 

Forecastle . 1 68 65 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Yes. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 

treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 
double reefed topsails and top-gal- 
lant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals ? 

,f do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her hefan ? 
How does she steer ? Well. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? No trial. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
es she could safely carry this sail to . 

Close hauled with smooth water : \ 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top-\ 

gallant sails. 
Under double reefiad topsails 
Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails 
Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam^ : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses 
Under double reefed topsails and top -gallant 

sails. • k . . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails. .... 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 

SiUJLS * . . . . 

Before the vrind : 

In a gale. .... 

In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale ? No trial. 






No trial without steam. 
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What is her best point of sailing. Wind quarterly. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-hmlt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built and strong. 

Signed, J. H. WARD, Commander. 
THOMAS SCOTT, Mastee. 



H.M. STEAM VESSEL LOCUST. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the l7th of October, 1840, and the 1st of January, 1844. 

The draught of water which was ettmuitsd hy the con- 
ttructmr to he the hett trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? ..... 95 forward. 

9 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular? Foremast in. in a fkth. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . . tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 9 feet, 5 in. forward. 

9 6 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 10 weeks. 

Bread 8 „ 

Spirits 10 „ 

Water 
Coals 
How armed? . On Quarter Deck 2 guns. 6 brass , ewtr 

Forecastle 1 32 poundmrs. 26 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Very easy. 
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The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail ? 
„ do, do. and reefed fore sail? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee portf. 

Does she roll easy or imeasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer? Very welL 
How does she stay? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to? Very well. 
Sh^ hasrun |>e|r hoi^ by the log with as much wmd . 
as she coi^ ^^^^ carry this sail to. . . ' 

Close haided witfi smooth water : 

. ..Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 
Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? .... 
Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gf! ! : 

sails .... 
In moderate weather unable to carry royals 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studduig sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 
saus< . • • • - 

Before the wind: 

In a gale ..... 
In moderate weather. 
How does she scud in a heavy gale I 



Never had a trial in a 
breeze of wind. 



t • . .I" 






Never been under sail 
alone in anv weather 
to form a correct 
opinion. 
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What is her best point of sailing ? 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Never tried with any other ship. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Has behaved well imder steam in a seaway and seems 
to be well-built and strong. 

Signed. FREDRICK SHORT, Lieut Commander. 
W. SQUIRE, Second Master. 



H.M. STEAM SHIP ACHERON. 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of tMs Ship ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 2nd of Dec. 1838, and the 23rd of Dec. 1841. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? ... feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . . 10 6 forward. 

1 1 3 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 

Mizen-mast „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her? None. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . .28 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 
The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions ? . . . Foremost 

Midship 

Aftermost 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 
How armed? ... On Deck 2 guns. 9 pounders cwi* 

Does the ride easy at her anchors ? . Yes. 



WeU. 



>» 
»> 



> Stands well under her sails. 
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The inclination of the ship. "| 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
„ do. and maintop sail? 
„ do. do. and reefed foresail? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
trehle reefed topsails and courses ? 
douhle reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail, except royals 

„ do. when just able to carry royals 
How does she carry her lee ports ? 

Does &he roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or imeasy ship ? Easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Haifa turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Nerer tried witii 
other vessels. 

How does she behave lying to? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- Under sail and steam, 
gallant sails. .... 11 knots 6 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 10 „ 4 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails. . . . 10 „ 2 „ 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. . • . « . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . • . 12 „ 

Before the wind : 

In a g^e . • . . • 

In moderate weather. . . . 10 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? 



n 
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What is her hest point of sailing ? Wind on the quarter. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Sails and steams well as com. 
pared with other ships. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-huUt and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness? Well-huilt fine vessel, hut moderately strong heing 
for packet service. 

Signed. AND. KENNEDY, Lieut. Commandsr. 



The foregoing Vessels were designed by Captain Sir William 
Symonds, the Surveyor of the Navy, and form the 
great majority of the ships constructed by that oflScer, 
already Commissioned. 



The following are some of the Ships built upon the plans of 
Sir R. Seppings, the late Surveyor of the Navy, and 
also some of those constructed by the late School of 
Naval Architecture. 



H.M.S. RODNEY, 

(By Sir Robt. SEPPINGS.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 1st of January, 18 , and the 12th of May, 1840. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . .00 forward. 

aft. 

The rake of her masts ft-om a perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 
Mizen-mast 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 220 tons. 

We consider she would be im- 
proved by taking out 40 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows? . 411 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . 23 feet, 4 in. forward. 

24 5 aft. 

The height of her ports when ftJly stowed with 
stores and provisions. . . Foremost 8 S^l 

Midship 7 4 

Aftermost 8 3 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed? On Lower Deck 2 guns. 68 pounders. 50 cwt. 

30 32 56 

Main Deck 34 32 56 

Quarter Deck 18 32 48 

Forecastle 8 32 48 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Yes, having rode several strong breezes in 

Barcelona roads, and at times with a heavy sea. 



Can stow 900 bags of 

bread, and 6 months of 

every other species of 

provisions. 



160 H.M.S. RODNBT. 

(Sir B. Seppmffs.) 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under stonny staysails or trysails ? . 

y, do. and maintop sail f . . 

„ do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 4 to 5 

„ double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails ? . . . . 5 to 7 

Under all sail, except royals. 

„ do. when just able to carry royals? . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but deep and quick^ 
have seen her roll from 21 to 24 degrees each way. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes, both at anchor and under weigh. 
Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? There cannot be an easier 
ship. 

How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather, but slack with 
the least head sea. 

How does she steer ? Very easy. 

How does she stay ? Remarkably well, but all sail set is 8j^ minutes. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Do not consider a 
weatherly ship. 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

gallant sails. ... 8 knots. 4 fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails . . 8 „ 2 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails . . . . 6 to 7 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 
Wind on the beam : 

Under olose reefed topsails and courses. . 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. . • . . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 
and studding sails. 
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(Sir R, Seppings,) 

Wind on the quarter : 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . 12 knots. fathoms. 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. .... 

In moderate weather . . 10 „ 4 „ 

How does she scud in a heavy gale ? 

What is her hest point of sailing ? With the wind aheam, or from 1 to 3 points 
free. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Certainly not inferior to any of 
the large ships she has been in company with, always, excepting the Vanguard, 
and no doubt she will beat 19 line of battle ships out of 20, of the present day. 

Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Well-built and strong, never having shown any 
symptoms of weakness. 

Signed. HYDE PARKER, Commodore. 

G. B. HOFFMEISTER, Master. 
W. SEARLE, Carpenter. 



W 



H.M.S. RODNEY. 

(Sir RoBT. SEPPINGS.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship^ ascer- 
tained under various circumstances^ and from strict observation^ 
between the 13th of May^ 1840, and the 16th of October, 1843. 

The draught of water wbich was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? 23 feet, in. forward. 

24 1 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? .... 23 8 forward. 

24 6 aft. 

The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast If in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 2^ „ 

Mizen-mast 4 „ 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 1 80 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . 411 tons. 

Her draught of water with as much provisions and 

stores as she can conveniently stow? . 23 feet, 7 inch, forward* 

24 „ 6 „ aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with storey 
and provisions? . . . Foremost 

Midship 
Aftermost 
How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions 160 

Bread 130 

Spirits 160 

^.-r ' Water 140 

Coals one year. 

How armed ? . . On Lower Deck 6 gun. 68 pounders. 65 ewt. 

26 32 56 

Main Deck 4 68 65 

30 32 56 

Quarter Deck 18 32 42 

Forecastle 8 32 42 

Does she ride easy at her anchon ? Tes. 
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(Sir JR. Sepping8,j 
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Weatherly. 



The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . 

do. and maintop sail ?. 

do. and reefed foresail ? 

close reefed topsails and courses? . 7 to 10 

treble reefed topsails and courses ? . 7 to 10 

double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails? . . 5 to 6 

all sail, except royals ? . . 4 to 5 

do. when just able to carry royals ? . 5 to 7 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Very well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea 7 Easy, has rdled from 20 
to 30 d^rees. 

Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Remarkably easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Rather slack. 
How does she steer? Well. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Closed hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. .... 

„ double reefed topsails. . . 9 „ 

Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. ..... 

„ close reefed topsails and courses. 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses, 
treble reefed topsails and coiurses. 
double reefed topsails and top gallant 

Sails. . . . • 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. .... 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . . 10 „ 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 
and studding sails 

In moderate weather, with royals and studding 
saus. • . . * . 

Before the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 9 



9 knots 4 fathoms. 
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164 H.M.8* RODNEY. 

(Sir R, Seppmgi,) 

Before the wind : 

In moderate weather. .8 knots. 4 fathoms. 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? Very easy. 

What is her hest point of sailing. On a wind, or wind abeam, or two points 
abaft. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Well. 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Well-built. 

Remarks. — Having had opportunities of judging of the ship's qualities under 
every circumstance, from light winds to heavy gales, in smooth water and in 
tremendously heavy seas, in the Mediterranean Sea, in the Western Ocean and 
in the Southern Ocean. I have, therefore, no hesitation in pronouncing her at 
fine a man-of-war as ever swam the ocean. 

Signed. ROBT. MAltNSELL, Captain. 
S. FLINN, Master. 
W. COOK, Carpenter. 



H.M.S. T Y N E. 

(Sir R. SEPPINGS.) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation , 
between the 7th of February, 1834, and the 21st of April, 1837- 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim? . . . . 16 6 forward. 

16 Hi aft. 
The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? 



Foremast 


in. in a fath. 


Mainmast 


» 


Mizen-mast 


w 


73 tons. 




tons. 





The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 
The quantity of water she stows ? 
Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . 16 feet, 6 in. forward. 

16 Hi aft. 

The height of her ports, when ftiUy stowed with stores 
and provisions ? .... Foremost 5 10 1-8 

Midship 4 11 1-8 
Aftermost 5 7i 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions' 

Bread 

Spirits V 

Water 
Coals 

How armed ? . . Main Deck 20 guns. 32 carronades. 

Quarter Deck 6 1 8 

Forecastle 2 guns 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? . No trial. 



Stows her provisions 
with difficulty. 



166 H.M.8. TYNE. 

(Sir A Seppmg$0 

The inclination of the ship : 

Under stomiy staysails or tiyrails i 
„ and maintop sail I . 
„ do. and reeled toresail I 
Under close reefed topsails and courses? . ► Crank. 

„ treble reefed topsails and courses I 
t, double re^'ed topsails and top-gallaiit sails t 
Under all sail except royals? 

„ when just able to carry royals ? 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Not very well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy iu the trough of the sea ? No trial 
Doei ihe pitch easy ? No trial. 

Ii ihe generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? No trial. 
How does she, in gei>eral, carry her hehu ? Well. 
How does she steer ? Well. 
How doen she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear? Well. 

In ithu wuuthurly or leewardly, compared with other ships ? Weatherly. 
How does she behave lying to ? No trial. 
Sho lius run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
I'M hIio could sufoly carry this sail to. . 
Close Imuled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails . .8 knots. fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 8 „ „ 
Closed hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. ..... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close roofed topsails and courses. 
Under treble do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails. ..... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 
Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 

and studding sails 
In moderate weather with royals and studding 

soils. . . . . 12 „ „ 

Utfitre the wind : 

In a gale. ..... 

In moderate weather * . . . 12 „ „ 

How donu iho scud in a heavy gale? 



H.M.8. TYNE* 16^ 

(Sir B, Seppings,) 

What is her hest point of sailing ? Wind abeam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships? A.verage. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Shows symptoms of weakness, from being over-masted. 

Signed. INGESTRIE. Captain. 

JAS. UNDERWOOD, Master. 
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A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1844, and the 1st of January, 1845* 



The draught of water which was estimated hy the con- 
structor to he the best trim ? « . .14 feet, 2 in. forward. 

15 4 aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . . 15 4 forward. 

15 11 aft. 
The rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast „ 
Mizen-mast ,, 
The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? . 47 tons. 

The quantity of water she stows ? . . .53 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much proTisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? • . 15 feet, 4 in. forward. 

15 11 aft. 

The height of her ports when fully stowed with storei 
and provisions. . . Foremost 6 H 

Midship 5 llj 

Aftermost 6 7 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men ? Provisions, 70 

Bread 70 

Spirits 70 

Water 42 

Coals 90 

How armed? Main Deck 2 gun. 32 pouuderi. 25 cwtr 

18 32 17 

Quarter Deck 6 18 15 

Does she ride easy at her anchors ? Yes. 



25 to 28 < 


degrees. 


25 to 28 


a 


23 to 25 


» 


18 to 20 


» 


14 to 16 

• 


ft 


12 


fi 


10 to 12 


It 


10 to 12 


tf 


^asy, but deep. 




ilasy. 





H.M.S. VOLAGB. 169 

r Naval School.) 

'Hie inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . 
„ do. and maintop sail ? . 
,, do. do. and reefed foresail ? 
Under close reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
„ double reefed topsails and top^gallant 
sails? .... 

Under all sail, except royals. 

„ do. when just able to carry royals ? . 
How does she carry her lee ports ? Well. 
Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? 
Does she pitch easy ? Easy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? A little a weather. 
How does she steer ? Well. 
How does she stay ? Well. 
How does she wear ? Very well. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships? Very leewardly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
OS she could safely carry this sail to . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 

gallant sails. ... 8 knots. fathoms. 

Under double reefed topsails . . 8 „ 4 ,, 

Close hauled with a head sea: 

, Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

sails • . • . 0,, u,i 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 3 „ ,, 

Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. . 
Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 
Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 

saus. . • . . A\/j, \/ ,} 

Inmoderate weather unable to carry royals. 10 „ 6 „ 

Do. with all sail set. . . . x^ „ ^ „ 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . 10 „ 6 „ 

Under double reefed topsails, top -gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . 10 „ 6 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . 10 „ 6 „ 
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(Nawd School.) 

Before the wind : 

In a gale . . . . ^ » „ 

In moderate weal^er. . . • 10 „ 6 ,, 

How does she scud in a heavy gale? 

What is her hest point of sailing ? Free. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Never tried. 

Is she generally speaking, a well- huilt and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness? Begins to show S3rmptoms of weakness. 

Signed. W. DICKSON, Captain. 

R. J. T. LEVINGE, Senior Lieut. 
R. S. GODDEN, Master. 
JAMES COMMIN, Carpenter. 



H.M.S, ACT.EON. 

(NAVAL SCHOOL) 



A Report of the sailing and other qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained under various circumstances, and from strict observation, 
between the 1st of January, 1838, and the 20th of March, 1838. 

The draught of water which was estimated by the con- 
structor to be the best trim ? . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The draught of water, found on trial to be her best 
sailing trim ? . . . . . 15 9 forward. 

16 8 aft. 

Th« rake of her masts from a perpendicular ? Foremast in. in a fath. 

Mainmast 1^ ,» 

Mizen-mast If n 

The necessary quantity of iron ballast for her ? 65 tons. 
The quantity of water she stows ? . . 68 tons. 

Her draught of water, with as much provisions and 
stores as she can conveniently stow ? . . . 15 feet, 9 in. forward. 

16 8 aft. 

The height of her ports, when fully stowed with stores 
and provisions. . . . Foremost 6 

Midship 5 6 

Aftermost 5 2 

How many days of the following articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her complement of men? Provisions 

Bread 
Spirits 
Water 
Coals 

How armed ( " . Main Deck 20 guns. 32 pounders. 25 cwt' 

Quarter Deck 4 32 17 

Forecastle 2 9 26 

Does she ride easy at her anchors? Very easy. 
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The inclination of the ship. 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? . , 12 

,, do. and maintop sail ? . 12 

,, do. do. and reefed foresail? . 13 

Under close reefed topsails and courses ? . 12 

treble reefed topsails and courses? . 12 

double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 12 

Under all sail, except royals ... 11 

„ do. when just able to carry royals . 10 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Very low. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea? Very deep, but easy. 
Does she pitch easy ? Deep and uneasy. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship ? An uneasy ship. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? f turn a weather. 
How does she steer ? Easy. 
How does she stay ? Very quick. 
How does she wear ? Very slow paying off. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? No trial. 
How does she behave lying to.' Tolerably well. 
She has run per hour by the log, with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails. ... .8 knots 6 fathoms. 
Under double reefed topsails. . . 8 „ 4 „ 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
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Under close reefed topsails and courses. . * „ w „ 

"Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed topsails and courses. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
saus. . . . • . 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals. 

Do. with all sail set. '^ >} * a 

Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. . . . . 11 „ ,, 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gallant sails 

and studding sails. . . . 10 „ 4 „ 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 

sails. . . . . . 10 „ „ 

Before the wind: 

In a gale. . . . . 10 „ 



>> 



In moderate weather. . . . 9 „ 4 „ 
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{Naval School,) 

How does she scud in a heaVy gale ? Very well. 
What is her best point of sailing ? Wind a beam. 
Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? Have had no trial. 
Is she generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show any 
symptoms of weakness ? Very strong and well-built. 

Signed. E. BARNETT, Captain. 

G. BIDDLECOMBE, Master. 
W. BOX, Carpenter, 



H.MJS. ELECTRA. 

^NAVAL SCHOOL.) 



A Report of the saiiiin^ aad odier qualities of this Ship, ascer- 
tained uuder various circumstaacesy and firom strict observation^ 
l>etweeu the ti^iml of February. IS38^ and the 1st of Jan. 1839. 

The Umii^iit of wtitt^r which wtb^ «^!^tiiated by die con- 
Htructur tv> bv tlw beta triku ' . . . feet, in. forward. 

aft. 

The ilrtku^ht oi wnicr fouiiU ou trial co be her best 
sMuUti^ truu f . . 12 10 forward. 

14 4 aft. 

thtf rtikv of hvr m«*tsi tVoiii a (K't-pctidicular ? Foremast in. in a foot. 

Mainmast 
Th*? uecvtwHJry ^uaatitv of u\»» b*iilasc tor her ? 40 tons. 
Thi* ^ueuititv of wtttvr suho 'itows * 50 tons. 

Her druu^ht ot' watcr« with .u» luuch provisions and 
store* a* sdxc cdn cv>«vv«ie«tly *iow .' . 12 feet, 10 in. forward. 

14 4 aft. 

Tha height ot* her pv»rc« whcu ftiUy stowed with 
stores tuid provisions. Foremost 6 

Midship 5 6 

AtVrmost 6 2 

How mail y days of the fv>llowia^ articles can she con- 
veniently stow for her cimiplemeut of men 't Provisions, ' 

Bread 

Spirits V 

Water 
Coals 

How armed? . On Main Deck 2 guns. 18 pounders. cwt 

Carronades 16 „ 32 

Does she ride easy at h«r anchors ? Very easy. 
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well. 
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Stands under her 
sails tolerably well, but 
with a great inclination 
of 18 degrees. 



The inclination of the ship : 

Under stormy staysails or trysails ? 
do. and maintop sail ? 
do. do. and reefed fore sail ? . 
Under closed reefed topsails and courses ? 
treble reefed topsails and courses ? 
double reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ? 
Under all sail except royals ? 
„ do. when just able to carry royals ? 

How does she carry her lee ports ? Tolerably well. 

Does she roll easy or uneasy in the trough of the sea ? Easy, but very deep indeed. 
Does she pitch easy ? Yes. 

Is she, generally speaking, an easy or uneasy ship? Very easy. 
How does she, in general, carry her helm ? Uncertain. 
How does she steer ? Very well. 

How does she stay? "I Wears very well, but in stays she falls off very much. 
How does she wear ? J particularly when blowing fresh. 

Is she weatherly or leewardly compared with other ships ? Leewardly. 
How does she behave lying to ? Easy, but falls off a great deal. 
She has run per hour by the log with as much wind 
as she could safely carry this sail to. . 
Close hauled with smooth water : 

Under whole or single reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails 

Under double reefed topsails . 
Close hauled with a head sea : 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails? .... 

Under close reefed topsails and courses 
Wind on the beam : 

Under close reefed topsails and courses. 

Under treble reefed do. do. 

Under double reefed topsails and top-gallant- 
sails .... 

In moderate weather unable to carry royals 

Do. with all sail set. 
Wind on the quarter : 

In a gale. .... 

Under double reefed topsails, top-gaUant sails 
and studding sails 

In moderate weather with royals and studding 
sails. .... 
Before the wind: 

In a gale ..... 

In moderate weather. 



9 knots, 4 fathoms. 
i> „ 
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(Naval School) 

How does she scud in ft heavy gale ? 

What is her best point of sailing ? Light winds and clean full. 

Comparative rate of sailing with other ships ? The only trial with H.M.S. 
Vestal and Calliope ; the former superior, the latter nearly equal, but weatherly. 

Is she, generally speaking, a well-built and strong ship, or does she show 
any symptoms of weakness ? Very strong and certainly no symptoms of weakness. 

Signed. W. PRESTON, Commander. 
JOHN KELLOCK, Master. 
THOMAS JONES, Carpenter. 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 



Extract of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Edward OWEN, to 

the Admiralty, 

** H.M.S. Queen, at Sea, 

"March 28th, 1842. 

** The motion of the Queen has been most easy, her rolling gradual 
without heavy lurches ; and although she has not yet had to carry sail 
against a head sea ; there is nothing in her motion hereto to indicate a 
disposition to uneasiness in pitching, but on the contrary, her working 
has in everything been that of easy and lively motion. 

** Of the handy working of the Queen, with this fair wind, we have 
had little to observe ; but whilst standing off, and on this morning off 
Gibraltar, she was twice put about under single-reefed topsails, jib and 
spanker (without courses) and was as handy as a pleasure-boat." 



Extract of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Edward OWEN, to 

the Admiralty, 

"H.M.S. Queen, Malta, 

"June 5th, 1842. 

I have called for reports upon the qualities of the several ships from 
their respective Captains, and hope to have them for enclosure in this 
letter. 

" In the mean time, I may say, so far as my own observation went, 
no one of the ships except the Vanguard could compete with H.M.S. 
Queen, whether in easiness of motion, in working, or in sailing. She 
does not so well answer under low sail, but bears pressing with her can- 
vass and answers to it by her power. 

Y 
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"In a head sea which followed the gale we had at E. to S.E., the 
ships were all alike ungovernable ; but I can have no difficulty in pro- 
nouncing the Queen, a ship superior to all three-deckers, and to most 
of those with two decks. 

" I send herewith, for their lordships information, a report of the 
sailing qualities of my own flag-ship, together with reports from the cap- 
tains, of the qualities of their respective ships, and their observations on 
the Queen in reference thereto." 



[The following are the Reports referred to by Sir Edward Owen.} 
From Rear- Admiral MASON, to the Commander-in-Chief, 

"H.M.S. Howe, 

"June, 1842. 

" I consider the Queen to have sailed well, as compared with every 
other ship ; the Vanguard appeared to be the only one superior to her ; 
the Queen certainly sailed considerably faster than the Howe, except in 
a head sea, when we thought the Howe sailed nearly as well as the Queen 
or Vanguard. 

"As regards the comparative rate of sailing between the Howe and 
the rest of the squadron, it is proper to observe that the Howe has not 
been fresh coppered for upwards of seven years, and that her bottom is 
very foul. 

" In point of stability, the Queen certainly excels the Howe 
considerably.*' 



From Sir David DUNN, to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, 

"June 4th, 1842. 

" In reference to your general memorandum, No. 35, I have to state 
that I am in every way pleased with the qualities of H.M.S. under my 
command ; sailing well, working very quick, is remarkably easy, of very 
weatherly disposition, and great stability> and, in comparison with other 
ships, has beaten every vessel of war she has yet fallen in with. 

" I have to state, that H.M.S. Queen, during the last cruize, by my 
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observation appeared, so far as I was able to judge, to possess every 
quality which I have attributed to the ship I have the honor to command." 



From Captain RICH, to the Commander-in-Chief, 

"H.M.S. Calcutta, 

"June 6th, 1842. 

'' With respect to the comparison between this Ship and the Queen, 
there can be no doubt, in my opinion, as to the superiority of the latter in 
every point, namely in sailing, working, stability, and weatherly qualities." 



From Captain BARNARD, to the Commander-m-Chief, 

" M.H.S. Cambridge, 

" June 5th, 1842. 

*• The observations made on the sailing qualities of the Queen were, 
that from the low sail she generally was under, she appeared to have a 
decided advantage over other ships in light winds and smooth water ; in 
strong winds and a sea, the fast-sailing ships equal to her. She appears 
to work well." 



From Captain PRING to the Commander-in- Chief, 

"H.M.S. Thunderer, 

"June 5tli, 1842. 

** With respect to the observation made on the comparative sailing of 
the Queen and Thunderer, I think their sailing about equal, as we were 
generally under the same sail in keeping our station." 



[The following Lettersfrom Sir Edward Owen, Captains Forrest, Maunsell, and 
Chambers, are of a subsequent date, and give their opinion of the comparative 
rate of sailing, of the Queen with the Monarch, Rodney, Indus and Impregnable.] 

From Sir Edward Owen to the Admiralty, 

"H.M.S. Queen, 

"Sept. 12th, 1842. 

" The following was the draught of water when- the Queen sailed on 
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the last cruize, on the 15th of July, 1842: — aft, 24 feet 11 inche s 
forward, 24 feet 4 inches ; midship port, 6 feet 6i inches. 

'* She was then as manageahle as any yacht, and untouched in sailing 
by any ship in company, except Rodney, which was less weatherly in 
proportion to her fore-reaching by the wind, and was left astern more than 
two miles, or one-sixth of the whole distance sailed, when we bore up to 
put into port. 

" Thus, my lords will see that the ship is now at the flotation recom- 
mended, and will, I have no doubt, maintain her reputation ; her only 
present drawback being foul copper, which is common to all vessels lying 
in this harbour." 



From Sir Edward OWEN, to the Admiralty, 

"H.M.S. Queen, 

"Sept. 29th, 1842. 

" I have the honor to inclose several reports which I have just re- 
ceived, relative to the comparative sailing qualities of the different ships." 



From Captain CHAMBERS, to the Commander-in-Chief, 

" H.M.S. Monarch, 

•* September 29th, 1842. 

** In obedience to your signal to report the comparative rate of sailing 
of the ships in company, I beg to state that T consider, free, off the wind, 
the Queen the second-best ship ; Indus third ; Rodney fourth ; and Im- 
pregnable fifth; although yesterday, Impregnable appeared to keep way 
with Rodney. On a wind, the sailings have not been so well decided, but 
on that point I consider the Queen and Rodney equal ; Indus fourth \ 
and Impregnable fifth." 



From Captain MAUNSELL, to the Commander'tn-Chief. 

"H.M.S. Rodney, 

" Sept. 29th, 1842, 

" In compliance with your signal of this day, I beg leave to transmit 
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a report of the trial of sailing of H.M.S. Rodney, with H.M.S. 's Queen, 
Impregnable, Monarch, and Indus, on the 25th and 26th days of Sept. 

** September 25 th, at 5h. 40m. a.m. steering N. W. with the wind 
from the northward and eastward, the signal was made to chase W. by N. 
the Queen, then bearing N.W. one mile, continued under all sail for six 
hours, averaging about three knots an hour. At noon, when we shortened 
sail, the Queen had beat us one mile. Monarch had beat us nearly three 
miles, Indus as nearly equal to us as possible, Impregnable had dropped 
considerably. 

" September 26th, at 6, a.m. steering S. by W. with the wind S.E. 
by E. ; the signal was made to chase W. by N. i N. ; the Queen then 
bore S. by W, one mile, continued under all sail for five hours, averaging 
about six and a half knots per hour, when we shortened sail at 11 a.m. 
The Queen bore W.N.W. 34 miles, having beat us during the time Si 
miles. 

" Monarch's signal having been made to chase, could not exactly 
determine what advantage she had over us, but when she was recalled, 
she evidently had a very considerable advantage over us. We dropped 
the Impregnable and Indus considerably during the chase ; and I have 
no hesitation in saying that the Queen and Monarch have a considerable 
advantage over us, when running free, and more especially in light winds. 



From Captain FORREST, to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" H.M.S. Impregnable, 

"September 29th, 1842. 

*' My opinion of comparative rate of sailing of ships present, is as 
follows : — 

1 ? Uncertain which, 

1. Monarch J 

2. Rodney 

3. Indus 

" Impregnable, amongst these very capital ships, very fair." 
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From Capt. RICH, to the Commander 'in' Chief, 

" H.M.S. Queen, Malta, 

"February, 22nd, 1844. 

"I have the honour to transmit to you, the accompanying track 
chart, showing the route of Her Majesty's Ship Queen, since leaving this 
place on Tuesday last, the 16th instant. 

" We unfortunately parted company with the Vernon, on the night 
of the 17th, a statement of which, I have had the honor to transmit. 

" Seeing nothing of the Vernon since that time, and finding on 
Saturday morning, serious cause of apprehension that the mainyard was 
sprung, I thought it my duty to return, without loss of time, to this har- 
bour, which I hope you will approve. 

" Since parting company with the Vernon, many occasions have 
arisen, to afford satisfactory proof of the fine qualities of this ship. In 
working to windward under a fair press of sail, in which, as far as could 
be estimated by the log, without comparison with any other vessel, she 
appeared to act admirably ; going 9 knots 6 fathoms under single reefed 
topsails and top-gallant sails, and 7 knots 6 fathoms against a heavy head 
sea, working quick and steering easy. 

" On the night of Saturday last, the 20th instant, it blew a very 
heavy gale of wind from the northward and westward, during which, the 
ship was perfectly easy, and kept steadily to the wind under a close 
reefed fore-topsail, main staysail and double reefed main and mizen try- 
sail, going from three to three-and-a-half knots an hour. 

" During the continuance of the gale, the wind veered from W.N.W« 
to N.N.W. and upon both tacks the ship was thrown into the trough of 
the sea ; under which trying circumstances, I consider her to be as easy 
as any ship I know." 

From Mr. MILLER, the Master of the Fleet, to the Commander ^n- Chief. 

•* H.M.S. Queen, 

"January, 22nd, 1844. 

" With reference to your letter of the 15th instant, desiring me to re- 
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port to you on the return of the Queen from her cruise in company witli 
the Vernon, my observations respecting the comparative qualities of 
these ships, as to ease and working. I have the honour to report to you, 
that on joining the Vernon off the harbour, on the 16th, the ship stood 
to the N.N.W. with a light breeze from the S.W. and a heavy swell 
from S.S.E. in which the Queen appeared to roll lighter and easier than 
the Vernon ; standing to the N.W. all night, the wind veered from S.S. 
W. to W. S.W. and increased to a strong breeze, and at eight a.m. the 
ships were under treble-reefed and close-reefed topsails, the Vernon's 
courses being also reefed. During the whole of this period, the Queen 
kept her station on the weather quarter of the Vernon with ease. 

•* Captain Rich thinking this a favourable opportunity to try the 
stability and sailing qualities of the Queen, asked permission to chase 
N.W. by W. and made sail to double-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
courses, jib and driver, but the Vernon made no corresponding sail, and soon 
dropped three points, when a reef was shook out of her topsails, and the 
reefed driver and inner jib set ; but still dropping fast astern. The 
Queen was soon afterwards under single-reefed topsails, courses, top- 
gallant sails, jib and driver, with an inclination of 7 to 8 degrees. The 
Vernon, about this period made the signal, mizen topmast rigging gone, 
and about an hour afterwards tacked and stood to S.W. ; following her 
motions and shortening sail to a fresh gale, no further opportunity was 
afforded me of making observations on the qualities of the ships, the 
Vernon having parted company during the night ; but in endeavouring to 
get to the rendezvous against strong N.W. winds and a heavy sea, the 
Queen's qualities of stability and easiness were manifest, and I feel con- 
fident that having taken some pains in cleaning her copper, which during 
the previous cruise was very foul, and trimmed to five inches by the 
stem^ nearly the builder's trim, and lightened her to a seven feet two 
inches midship port, her sailing and working qualities have been 
greatly improved ; and although no trial with the Vernon took place, I 
offer as a proof, that under single-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, courses, 
jib and driver, she went by the log, 9 knots and 6 fathoms, and 7 knots 
and 6 fathoms against a head sea, with an inclmation of only 7 degrees. 

** In the very heavy gale of the night of the 20th, under the circum- 
stance of a partial shift of wind during the gale, having thrown her in the 
trough of the sea in each track, I consider her to have been easier than 
any ship of the line I have ever been in ; and under all circumstances, in 
this short but boisterous cruize, I am satisfied that we have approached 
nearer her proper trim than on any former occasion." 



H.M.S. VANGUARD. 



From Admiral Sir Robert STOPFORD, to the Secretary of the 

Admiralty, 

"H.M.S. Princess Charlotte, Malta, 

"August 27th, 1858. 

" In compliance with their lordship's order of the 4th instant, direct- 
ing me to report the result of any trial of sailing which the ships and 
vessels may have been engaged in, since I took the command of the squadron 
in the Mediterranean, you will be pleased to acquaint their lordships that 
the Rodney, Vanguard, Asia, Barham, Carysfort, and Harlequin, are the 
only ships which I have sailed in company ; that in a trial of sailing on a 
wind, and 9. fresh breeze, with the Vanguard, Carysfort, and Harlequin, 
the Vanguard had the advantage in a most decided manner ; but that, with 
the exception of the Vanguard, I am of opinion that the Carysfort and 
Harlequin would have the advantage of most ships in turning to windwaid. 

" From a short trial with the Rodney under double reefed topsails 
and a head sea, she appears to possess advantage over other ships ; the 
Barham's coppers being foul, no fair criterion of her qualities can now be 
ascertained ; but she is at all times a magnificent frigate, and sails well 
under this disadvantage. 

" The other ships have been detatched from the squadron, and I 
have not had any opportunity of forming an opinion of their sailing quali- 
ties. The Asia has been but one cruize with me^ but in light winds does 
not make much progress." 
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Letter from Rear Admiral BOUVERIE, to the Secretary of the 

Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Dock-yard, Portsmouth, 

August 14th, lass. 

" In compliance with the desire of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, conveyed to me in your letter of the 4th instant, I have the 
honour to send for their lordships' information, the following report of my 
opinion of the sailing and other qualities of Her Majesty's Ship Vanguard* 
during the time I had the pleasure to command this noble ship for a year, 
ending the 22nd of March, 1837. It is now nearly 18 months since I 
resigned my command, and not having in my possession the necessary 
official documents to refer to, there are many particulars connected with 
the Vanguard's superiority over other ships with which she sailed, which 
I do not remember so distinctly as to justify my mentioning them in this 
report, being anxious to confine myself to facts that will bear the strictest 
investigation. 

1st. Her stability under a press of sail : — 

" During the period above mentioned, she was tried in every descrip- 
tion of weather, and under almost every circumstance incidental to cruiz- 
ing in the summer and autumn months, and her comparative stability with 
that of other ships in company with her was always remarkable, often ad- 
mitting of the lower deck ports being kept up, and her guns being fired 
horizontally, when the ports of her consorts were obliged to be barred 
in. On several occasions of the squadron carrying sail, and the signal 
being made by Vice-Admiral, Sir Charles Paget, our Commander- 
in-Chief, to make known the inclination of each ship, the Vanguard 
heeled only from six to eight degrees, rarely exceeding the latter number, 
while other ships have indicated their inclination to be twice as much. 
This is a fact of the highest importance, to which I take the liberty to in- 
vite their lordship's particular attention. In March, 1836, she had or 
board 140 tons of iron ballast, but by November in the same year, the 
quantity was reduced to 70 tons, which we found to be quite as much as 
necessary. 

2nd. " How she behaves in a heavy sea, ? — Nobly ; easy in all her 
movements, and without straining a rope-yarn. In a heavy gale of seve- 
ral days continuance, in the beginning of October, 1836, her conduct was 

Z 



IM6 H.lkf.S. VANGUARP. 

the admiration of all on board ; there was no working of her masts^ nor 
straining of her rigging, nor aymiHome of weakness m ker hull ; no dis- 
coloration of the whitewash of her wings from leaks. In this gale the 
fore and mizen topsaiU were furled ; but when we gare her a little more 
aftersail than she had previously had. the manner in which she kept to 
windward of the Belierophon and Pembroke (the ships then in company) 
proved her remarkable superiority. 

" 3rd. Her capacity for stowing water and provisions, and in berth- 
ing her men?->Sbe stows upwards of 400 tons of water, and could carry 
with perfect ease, five months' breads and six months* provisions of all 
other species for her complement of 6^0 meui and an abundant sup- 
ply of stores for her own use. She could take even more than these 
quantities, but 1 confine myself to facts which would not afiect the quali- 
ties necessary for a man of war to possess. Her crew are berthed with 
the greatest convenience and comfort. I must here mention that I am per-r 
fectly satisfied that she would carry well , a tier of 68 pounders on her 
lower deck. 

** 4th. How she works under every variety of weather ? —She /stays 
and wears beautifully, and the following instances prove her superiority 
under ihis head : at different times in working into Plymouth Sound, it 
was difBcuk to keep Iter in her station, astern of the Belierophon, and in 
beating into the Cove of Cork en the 20th of September, 1 Sd6, she spared 
that ship royals and courses, and actually worked througfh the Narrows 
under topsails, top-gallant sails, jib and spanker ; she also beat into Malta 
harbour in January, 1637, with the wind dead out, and anchored alireast 
of the outer Barracca. 

"1 shall now submit a few additional remarks on tke qualities of Jhe 
Vanguard, as compared with those of other ships, and I am saitis&eA I 
shall be borne out in all I assert, by those officers who have witnessfi4 
her evolutions, and who have had opportunities of jwl^g of fafir powj^es 
and su^periority. 

'* The manner in which she went to windward of the squadron, in the 
various trials of sailing in 1836 was very remarkable, but more particu- 
larly so on the 18th of August, in a trial by the wind, when the Bellero- 
phon*s position, from being half a mile a head, was changed to but a iittle 
before the lee beam, the distance between the two sliips being increased 
to seven miles ; and in anodier trial bv the wind on the ^^th of October, 
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With a good deal of head sea, under double-reefed topsails and top-gallant 
sails, the ships in company being the Inconstant, Pique and Pantaloon 
(the Vice-Admirars flag being in the Inconstant,) the Pantaloon kept 
most to windward, the Vanguard next, and after a trial of 6ve hours, the 
Inconstant and Pique tacked, when the former passed two miles and 260 
yards to leeward, and the latter ship, a littte less than that distance. 

** On this latter occasion, the ships were in close order at starting 
but the course of the two frigates appearing to me to be considerably off 
the wind, I asked by signal whether tbe trial saiKng was to be by the 
wind> and the answer was " yes,'* the signals previously made, having been 
to dose round the admiral, and to try rate of sailing. I mention this fact, 
merely to show the decidect superiority of tbe Vanguard, in iying close to 
the wind, and in clawing to windward, a quality of paramount importance 
for reasons which their lordships' are conversant with, and which at is 
therefore unnecessary for me to enlarge upon." 
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From Vice- Admiral Sir Josias ROWLEY, to the Admiralty. 

"H.M.S. Caledonia, 
** Malta, April 2nd, 18S5. 

" Sir, — With reference to Mr. Barrow's letter of the 24th of Novem- 
ber last, No. 143, conveying to me the directions of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty to take the Vernon under my command, and sig- 
nifying their lordships* further desire that I embrace every opportunity to 
cause that vessel to be tried as to her rate of sailing and other properties 
as a ship of war, under every circumstance of weather, with the Portland 
and any other fast-sailing ship, and directing me to report particularly the 
result of these trials, I have to acquaint you, for their lordships* informa- 
tion, that at 8 55 a.m., onthe 9th ultimo, I directed the Vernon, Portland 
and Columbine to try their rates of sailing accordingly, and ordered 
the squadron to mark particularly the result, and to report upon it. It 
was blowing a fresh breeze, and, after a trial of three hours* duration, 1 
observed that the Vernon had so far weathered on the Portland, as to 
claim a decided superiority over that ship when close hauled. The Port- 
land at noon sprung her fore-topmast. The Columbine during the trial 
fell considerably to leeward. 

"On the 13th, at 9 20 a.m., I ordered the Thunderer, Vernon, Port- 
land and Endymion to make a comparative trial without risking their 
spars, directing the squadron generally to observe and report, as on the 
9th. The wind was blowing fresh, with squalls at times. The result of 
this day*s experiment, which lasted about four hours, also proved the 
superior capabilities of the Vernon when going large or before the wind" 
although Capt. M*Kerlie is of opinion that it is her worst point of 
sailing. 
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** On the succeeding day» a trial took place between the four ships 
named on the ISth ; but, on account of the wind being light and not 
Steady, no satisfactory opinion could be formed of the result, 

"The trial of the 15th further established the Vernon's superiority 
in fore^ reaching the Portland and Endymion, during five hours sailing, 
from ten to twelve miles, leaving the Thunderer further astern. 

"On the two subsequent trials, the 16th and 18th, the Vernon still 
supported the high character which the result of these several experiments 
has gained for her ; and I am of opinion that she is, in all points, a very 
superior vesseL 

"I transmit, for their . lordships* further information, the reports 
thereon made to me by the captains of the squadron." 



Letter from Capt. WISE, H.M.S, Thunderer, to Vice-Admiral Sik 

JosiAs Rowley. 

" H.M.S. Thunderer, at Sea, 

" March 13th, 1835. 

** In obedience to your signal of this morning to report to you on 
the comparative sailing of the Vernon, Portland and Endymion, I beg to 
state, that in my opinion the former ship has shown a decided superiority. 
In 4^ hours she has left Portland I think about 4 miles; the Endymion 
more than 5 ; and the Thunderer 6 ; the wind right afb blowing strong ; 
the Thunderer has been going lOi and 11 knots. I should remark, that 
both this ship and the Portland have laboured under the disadvantage of 
carrying away a fore- top-mast studding sail boom. 



" H.M.S. Thunderer, Salanis, 

" March 10th, 1835- 

" In obedience to your signal of yesterday to report my opinion of 
the result of the trial between the Vernon and Portland, I beg to state 
that when they started, the Vernon appeared from the Thunderer to be 
t of a mile on the Portland s lee beam, and in rather less than an hour 
she h^d crossed ahead of the Portland, and was on her weather beam ; 
both ships having continued on the same tack, the Vernon then appeared 
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to fore'reach fast, and when the tacked two hours and ten miniifea from 
the time of starting, she weathered the Portland, I thought, about i a ni1e« 
Siiortly after the lattei' ship sprung her fore-topmast, an<l the trial was 
consequently at an end. 

" I beg to add, that from the Thundererer having got oat of her 
station during the night, she was too far from tlie frigate to enable nie 
to form an accurate opinion as to their relative bearings or distance." 



H.M.S. PIQUE. 



From Captain ROUS, to the Admiralty. 

•• H.M.& Pique, 

*<June 19th, 1835. 

** In answer to your letter desiring me to report the sailing qnalitiea 
of H.M.S. under my command for their lordships' information, I beg to 
state that^ as fiir as the experience of two months, February and March, 
in the Baj of Biscay, will allow me, the Pique is a most powerful ahip im 
bad weather, and very superior in carrying sail off alee ahore ; her atabili^ 
is so great that it is difficult to make her heel over six degrees, when, 
under the same canvass, one of the old class of firigatea would be inclining 
twelve or thirteen degrees, and, consequently, would be ineapAiiitated 
from fighting her guns. She stows upwards of six months' provisiona, 
stores, and 1 75 tons of water under hatches. She rolled deep and lurched 
quite to windward under easy sail; I expect thia will be relieved by di- 
minishing her ballast from 5ft to 30 tons, and bringing it up in the after- 
hold inatead of stowing it under the main magazine, alongside her kelson* 

** She requires only the necessary ballast to trim her by the stenuand, 
in my opinion, she should never be less than 2 feet 4 inches by the stem 
when deep, and nearly 3 feet on a higher draught ; the n she ia very easy 
and dry ; but get her on any thing like an evenkeel and she will wiuih ereiy 
thing off her forecastle. I cannot speak more strongly in favour of her 
ineing an easy ship than by stating we carried teil against the Castor fiir 
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turelye d^ys, duriag which time we experienced XtfQ beavy gaiM^ ayith our 
bobsjtays aad low^er rigging flacks palled iip dead ^y« and dead eye al 
sea, consequently npt a naast 0X the bowsprit prpperly securtid ; and I 
have no doubt that under similar circumstanees many sUps wioiidd h»v9 
been dismasted. With respect to the relative qualities of fast aaiiing h^f 
tween the Castor and the Pique, the latter in fme weather beating to 
windward has rather the best of it, and the former has a slight superiority 
ofF the wind ; but blowing hard, against a heavy sea, the Pique can out- 
carry and bury the Castor. In the event of war, the Pique might with 
the greatest ease carry eight additional long 32 pounders, six oo the gang- 
way and two on her maindeick* largfir mmiis «ad yard^, and 125 more 
men. At present her complement is not sufficient to work the guns or to 
navigate the ship in bad weather." 



From Captain ROUS, to Vice Admiral Sir W. H. GAGE, G.C.H. 

»*H.M.S. Picjue, Lisbon, 

"M^y lltli. 18.37. 

** I have tbe honour to address an official report to you on the quali- 
ties of Her Majesty's Ship Pique, and of her comparative sailing merits 
with Her Majesty*s Ship Inconstant. 

" I must observe, that if the Pique was intended to be built to carry 
oidy thirty-six guns and her present masts and yards, she js at least 20O 
tons larger than is requisite for tho^^ specJiQc purposes. 

'* With the same propelling power, she i?; supposed tp be upon a sail- 
ing par with the Inconstant and Castor, although she is 230 tons greater 
burthen, with four feet more beam than the former ship, and 350 tons with 
6 feet more beam than the latter ; both ships wltti a less weight of hull 
by 100 tons, carrying lighter guns, drawing less water and not standing 
so high out of the water. 

** The topmasts supplied to the Pique are too short to hoist her sails* 
and in a ship where the extremes under water are very fine, conse- 
quently requiring the weight to be concentrated as much as possible, the 
magazine eats up the main hpld, and 10 ton^of powder occupy a space 
cijpi^JtUe of stowing 50 tons of wat?r in the centra jof the ship, and the h^Ay 
of Idle wJDg tanks being !6ve feet ab^vetihe kelson, leaves a vacpwu wher^ 
there ought to be the greatest weight. 
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^ April, 1895, I officially stated, that H.M.S. was a failure in the 
builder's trim. She plunged heavily, and strained her rigging ; so much 
so, that the lower shrouds chafed into bolsters, and the iron plates to 
guard the shrouds were sawed through in one night, during our six 
weeks cruize in the Bay of Biscay. 

** These defects are obviated in a great measure by clearing out the 
weight from the fore-part of the ship, sailing her upwards of 2 feet 6 
inches by the stern, and raking the masts well aft. 

** The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are aware of my re- 
peated and earnest solicitations that this point should be conceded. 

" The experimental cruise, under Sir Charles Paget, proved that the 
Pique could do nothing against a head sea with the Inconstant ; and on 
the two days the Pique had the advantage, in my opinion, it was owing to 
fortuitous circumstances. 

''In the next cruise, again rigourously in the builders' trim, per Ad- 
miralty order, the Inconstant beats the Pique in a fine working breeze, a 
quarter of a mile per hour to windward ; runs in the proportion of seven 
to six feet off the wind ; and in only one day's trial, blowing strong, the 
Pique springs her foremast. During this cruize we had no opportunity 
of trying the ships against a head sea. I have no excuse to offer for our 
defeat except that the Inconstant's copper is cleaner than ours, she having 
been lately in dock. 

'* If the Pique is allowed to carry masts in proportion to her hull, 
and to make the alterations I have alluded to, she will, in my opinion, 
prove herself a very fast and efficient ship, and may with great ease carry 
four additional guns. 

'* As their lordships did me the honour to entrust a frigate of a new 
construction to my charge, I feel it my duty to speak the whole truth, and 
not deceive the constructor by flattering and specious reports, tending to 
mislead him ; and I hope to be excused in remarking, that a short bow on 
fine lines under water, is not adapted to meet a head sea, and that a peg- 
top midship section, although applicable to smaller vessels, will not plea- 
santly carry two tier of guns and a fiill cargo. A raking stempost and an 
overraking stem, with a short gripe condenm themselves. 

" Having stated these defects, I beg to add my testimony of her 
qualifications as a very superior man of war, from her great stablity, being 
able to work off a lee shore in the heaviest gale, where the old ships could 
not stand up under their courses. 
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** With the greatest respect for the talents of Sir William Symonds, 
and grateful as every naval man must feel to hiro, to see a superior 
class of ships in the service^ I am anxtoqs to have his attention called to 
these weak points^ in full confidence that no man is better able to rectify 
them." 



From Captaik BOXER, to Admikai Sik P. C. H. DURHAM. 

** H.M.S. Pique, Portsmouth, 

"July, «3rd, 1838. 

" In compliance with your directions to furnish you with a detailed 
report of H.M.S. under my command, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, as to her stability under a press of sail, 
her capacity for stowing provisions and berthing men, how she works 
under every variety of weather, how she behaves in a heavy sea, and other 
remarks or observations I may have to make in comparison with any 
other ships of war. 

" In reply to which, I have the honour to inform yon, that from the 
service the Pique has had to perform, a fair opportunity has been afforded 
me of fairly reporting my opinion on them, viz : — 

" Working to windward against a Lead sea. On the 28rd December 
last, I lef): Plymouth Sound, blowing very strong from the southward, for 
St. Sebastian ; and being aware of their lordships anxiety for the arrival 
of the Pique at that port, I pressed the ship very much against very strong • 
south-west winds, and arrived there on the 5th January, during which 
time, I was fairly enabled to judge of her qualities in beating against a 
heavy head sea, which she did without the least working to her masts or 
I'lgging) or the least appearance of strain to her hull, and it is impossible 
a ship could have behaved better. 

" Lying-to in a gale of wind. On the 23rd January, sailed from 
Cork, with the head quarter division of the 93rd regiment, amounting to 
5£5 men, and 50 women and children with the heavy baggage of that 
division, and a quantity of other stores belonging to the regiment, with 
170 tens of water and seven months' provisions, for Halifax, and arrived 
there on the 5 th of March, aflter encountering for fi5 days, between the 
W^tem Islands and the Banks of Newfoundland, a succession of the 
heaviest gales, from the southwest and northwest, with a heavy cross sea 
I have ever experienced during my servitude, particularly on the 12th 
lind 13th February, when it blew a perfect hurricane, during which time 

A a 
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it was impossible for any ship tx> behave better, and arrived at Halifax 
without a defect. I am therefore of opinion, that she is a very easy ship 
lying -to in a gale of wind, being buoyant in the extreme, and particularly 
dry, having shipped only one sea during those gales, which did her no 
injury. 

** Stability. — It is impossible for me to say too much in her favor 
under this head, having had many opportunities of trying her, particularly 
on my return from St. John, N.B., to Halifax, with a fortnight's provi- 
sions on board, and not more than 90 tons of water, under is ingle-reefed 
topsails, courses, jib, and spanker, it blowing strong, and going ten knots 
with the weather leaches lifting, she only heeled seven degrees. Also in 
beating into Spithead, on the 16th instant, with only three weeks' provi- 
sions, and about 80 tons of water, all sails set except royals, she did not 
heel more than six degrees although blowing fresh. I was also enabled 
to judge of her stability in comparison with H.M.S. Wellesley, in beating 
into Plymouth Sound, on the 29th of September last, it blowing strong, 
with royals and all sail set, her inclination was only seven degrees, when 
that ship, with only double-reefed topsails, jib, and spanker, was heeling 
14 degrees. Under every circumstance her stability is extraordinary; 
indeed I never saw any ship stand up like her ; notwithstanding she had 
no ballast in her. 

** Working. — Particularly quick and sure, she never having missed 
stays during the time I have had the honor of commanding her, especially 
in beating out of Cork Harbour, it blowing very strong, and through the 
Gut of Canso, and many times out of Plymouth Sound, which enables me 
to give a decided opinion as to her superior qualities ; under this head 
she also wears quick. 

" Sailing. — Although I have had no opportunity of trying, except 
with the American frigate, Independence, which I beat very much on a 
wind, and had the advantage of going free, I am decidedly of opinion she 
is a very fast ship. 

" Stowage. — One hundred and fifty tons of water and seven months' 
provisions under hatches, with six and a half months' bread in bags in the 
bread rooms : and if her magazine were placed in the same situation as 
other ships, which in my opinion it ought to be, thereby allowing the 
weight to be more concentrated, she would with ease stow at least 180 
tons of water. 

** Berthing. — Her great beam makes her very superior to other ships ; 
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400 troops hanging up their hammocks with ease, besides the ship's com- 
pany, and 300 of these troops messing with comfort on the main, and 130 
on the lower deck, with the ship's company, having conveyed from Cork 
323 troops, 50 women and children ; from Halifax to St. John's N.B. 
the head quarter division of the 65th regiment, amounting to 400 troops 
and 77 women and children, with a quantity of artillery stores ; and from 
Halifax to Quebec the whole of the troops and baggage that went out in 
the Hercules, with the whole of the heavy baggage of the 34th regiment, 
besides a great quantity of the officer's baggage, who had left that place 
in the winter with their regiments from Quebec, and 500,000 dollars a 
the same time, the ship remaining with all her equipments in a perfect 
state as a man-of-war. 

'* And as their lordships have been pleased to direct me to make 
any observation in comparison with other ships* I am decidedly of opinion 
she is in every respect a perfect man-of-war, having great superiority 
over every other ship of her class, in the stowage of water and provisions, 
and for carrying troops and stores, which their lordships will be able to 
ascertain by the returns of the ships conveying troops to Canada, the 
great superiority of the Pique for services of that kind. And I am also 
decidedly of opinion she has not more breadth of beam or height on the 
main deck than is necessary, being of opinion, if frigates are to be armed 
with line-of-battle ships guns, they should have a line-of-battle ships' 
deck to fight them ; and since I left England, the ships having experi- 
enced extremely bad weather, and exposed to the extremities of heat and 
cold, the thermometer being, while at Quebec, averaging between 80 and 
90 degrees for the last three weeks I was there, and not having on my 
arrival here, a defect of the least importance, nor have had any, and not 
having the slightest occasion to caulk, there not being a leak in any part of 
her, nor does she show the least symptom of being strained or worked in 
any way, and not having carried away a spar or had occasion to set up the 
rigging since October last, in Plymouth Sound, I feel lam therefore justi- 
fied in giving my opinion, that she is a very superior man-of-war, and a 
class of ship, well adapted for all the service required in her Majesty s 
navy. 

** I beg also to observe, immediately on my joining the Pique, I in a 
measure made up for the great deficiency of weight amidships, caused by 
the magazine being placed there, by moving as much from both extremes 
as I was enabled to do, and that she has been sailed a foot bv the stern 
and kept so with great ease, and iier masts placed agreeably to the sur- 
veyor's wishes. 
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" i also beg leave to call their lordships attention to her peace esta- 
blishment, which, taking into consideration the sick list, and the liability 
of being at times short of complement, I can assure their lordships her 
present complement is not sufficient for her. " 



From Captain BOXER, to Admiral Lord Amelius BEAUCLERK 

G.C.B. 

" H.M.S. Pique, Plymouth, 

•* September 29th, 1837. 

*' In pursuance of orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, to report to you on my arrival at Plymouth, the trial of sailing of 
H.M.S. Pique, under ray command, with the United States' Frigate, In- 
dependence, Commodore Nicholson, for their lordships information, I 
have the honour to inform you, that at 2h. SOm. yesterday, both ships 
weighed, and made sail together from Spithead, the Independence two 
cables' length on the Pique's weather beam ; in three tacks weathered her 
one cable's length, after making another tack, stood out on the larboard 
tack until five, at which time Pique had weathered her one mile and a half, 
dead to windward, she bearing W. by N. Shortened sail at 5h. 15m., 
made all sail before the wind, the Independence S. W. i W. half a mile. 
After seven hours' trial, the advantage was decidedly in our favour, 
having brought her to bear S.S.E. about four miles, running on an average 
nine knots and a half, when she appeared to alter her course more to the 
southward ; we altered ours for this port. At daylight she bore S.S.E. 
lower yards down." 



H.M.S. COLUMBINE. 



From Commander HENDERSON, to Admiral hoKJ> Amklius 

BEAUCLERK, K. C. B. 

"H.M.S, Columbine, Hamoaze, 

"June 14th, 1836. 

" In compliance with your memorandum of yesterday's date calling 
upon me to furnish your lordship, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, vitb a detailed report of the qualities of the 
sloop under my command, and of any trials that may have taken place 
between her and other ships, I beg to acquaint your lordship, that, on 
weighing from the Downs on the Sad of September, 1834^ at 5 h. 15m. 
A.M. H.M.S. Thalia was seven miles directly to windward, and under 
sail before Columbine ; that both vessels worked through the Channel 
the whole day under double-reefed topsails, setting and taking in top-gal- 
lant sails occasionally ; and at 7 h. 30 m. p.m. we anchored under Dunge- 
ness, three miles to windward of Thalia, having beat her 10 miles out of 
25. On the following day, under similar sail, the vessels weighed together 
about a mile distant, working through the Channel as before ; Thalia was 
lost sight of from the mast-head in 11 hours ; and ever since that period 
Columbine has had an advantage over every ship of war she has yet sailed 
with, of from a mile, to a mile and a half an hour to the wind, except on 
one occasion only, beating between the Islands of Cerigo and Seroi with 
unsteady winds, when Childers, for three hours following, crossed on op- 
posite tacks about the same distance, or rather less to windward than she 
was at starting, viz. three cables' length ; but this was a singular excep- 
tion only, as the very first opportunity after of sailing with her in open 
sea room, off Malta, on the 7th August, 1835, under the observation of 
the commander-in-chief, she beat Endymion, Sapphire, and Childers, at 
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the rate of a mile and a mile and a half an hour to the wind ; and although 
Childers is the fastest vessel, excepting Vernon, she has sailed with, the 
advantage over her may be estimated at a mile an hour to the wind, and 
sparing top-gallant, and top-mast studding sails off the wind. 

" On the first trial with Scout and Childers by the orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief, on the 5th November, 1834, our superiority over 
Scout was from a mile and a half to two miles, and over Childers a mile 
to the wind in moderate winds ; and in strong winds, after Scout parted 
company, we spared Childers top-gallant sails, and weathered on her, 
nearly half a mile an hour without them. 

'*Onthe 7th March, 1834, running with the wind abaft the beam in 
a considerable sea, under treble-reefed topsails, double-reefed boom main- 
sail and fore topmast staysail, lowering maintop sail occasionally, tO' keep 
on the Admiral's beam, from 8h. p.m. to 4h. a.m. of the 8th, spared Cale- 
donia, Edinburgh, Revenge and Canopus, courses and jib, I'hunderer 
and Portland hauling up and setting square mainsail, as necessary to keep 
station ; and on the 9th, in working round the Island of St. George with 
Vernon and Portland, whilst making the last tack to weather the island, 
the fore-yard gave way in the slings, which compelled us to pass to lee- 
ward of it again. At 45 minutes past noon Vernon spoke us abreast of the 
Island, standing for Salaamis, carrying all sail ; Portland was then hull 
down a head, steering for Salaamis also, and, notwithstanding the want of 
our foresail, we came up and anchored at the same time with Portland, 
and only 15 minutes afler Vernon, each vessel carrying all possible sail. 

** September 3rd, 1835, at 2h. 30m. p.m. commenced sailing with 
Favorite, under royals and all sail to the wind, against a heavy head sea ; 
Favorite three cable lengths to windward, two points abaft our beam ; con- 
tinued on the wind, taking in royals and a reef in the topsails, following 
the motions of Favorite. At 4h. Favorite from one and a half to two 
miles in our wake. At 4h. 10m., tacked per signal, at 4h. 40m., tacked 
again per signal ; Favorite three miles and a half two points abaft the lee 
beam. At 5h, observed Favorite carry away her jib, and finding our 
superiority so great, took in top-gallant sails, and double-reefed the top- 
sails, still gaining upon her to the wind, with light winds. There was no 
comparison during the sailing with Favorite. The winds increased grad- 
ually, with a heavy cross sea, and Columbine was extremely light, having 
supplied Volage three days' previously with all her provisions, ex- 
cepting ten days, to carry her to the squadron. 

"From the 9lh to the 13th October, 1835, in company with the 
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squadron, making a passage from Zante to Malta, carrying all sail, from 
royals to close- reefed topsails in every kind of sea, Columbine never had 
a course set, and sometimes spared them royals, top-gallant sails and 
courses, keeping her station with ease. 

**0n the 14th November, 1845, in a trial of 12 hours to the wind, 
with Revenge, Vernon and Barham, Revenge and Barham were half top- 
sails down, and Vernon half courses down, immediately to leeward ; Re- 
venge and Barham 14 or 15 miles, Vernon 9 or 10 distant ; and in running 
dead before the wind with those ships she took the lead, until they went 
above nine knots, when they had the advantage. 

"At 6 A.M. 27th January, 1836, a French brig- of- war was dis- 
covered six or seven miles a head. At 7h. both vessels were under top- 
mast and top-gallant studding sails. At 8h. Columbine was abreast of 
her. At 9h. both vessels came to the wind with light wind. At lOh. 
they were under royals and all sail ; French brig half a mile on the lee 
quarter. At 5h. p.m. her royals were only to be seen from the deck on 
the same bearing, having left her immediately in the wind's eye 10 or 12 
miles, without ever going more than 3^ knots during the day ; she was a 
brig of 20 guns, and appeared a powerful vessel. 

" On our passage to England we came up with to the southward of 
Ushant, and passed as if at anchor, the Scorpion and Eclipse packets, the 
first having sailed from Malta eight days before us, and although two days 
were lost at Gibraltar and Tangier, we arrived at Plymouth two days 
before them. 

** I have also to state, that she is extremely easy in every description 
of sea ; that she carries her sail with uncommon stability, being able to 
bear her lee ports open under double-reefed topsails and courses, going 
nine knots close hauled ; steers and works well, and, on a recent occasion, 
ran twenty minutes under all sail before the wind, going 11 knots, without 
veering the tenth part of a point, with the tiller untouched by the helms- 
man ; and T would humbly, but safely, assert, that she is, of the many 
vessels I have been in, the easiest in a head sea, and the most correct in 
steerage, (insomuch that her reckoning has scarcely been out a mile since 
I have commanded her,) and that she accommodates her crew with great 
comfort, stows foreign stores and provisions for four months well, draw- 
ing about 13 feet 11 inches forward, and 15 aft." 



RM.S. SNAKE. 



Fnm Cimmmndtr W. ROBERTSON, amd the First Lieutenant and 
Master <^ HM.S. Snakt^ to Vies Admibai. the Honourable 

Stt C. FLEEMING. 

•• H.M.S Snake, Sheerness, 

•* May 19th, 18S5. 

** In obedience to your order, dated the 14th inst., to report upon 
tliu Hailing and other qualities of His Majesty's sloop Snake, we have the 
honour to state, that upon a wind with a good hreeze, she has proved 
•UfiKfior to any other ship we have met with (a list of which we enclose), 
usioi^pt one brigi supposed lo be a nerchant vessel, die name of whidi is 
unknown to ua » but that on going before the wind her superiority was 
not NO umnifeat, although she sails as well on that point as most of the 
viinndIn iillude<l to. 

** That she is stiff under a press of sa3, and very weatherly under 
** r#<sfi'd eouraes," or under ** close reefed topeaib,** double reefed foresail* 
Mid reafed trysail. In heavy gales she lies dose to the wind under don* 
bla raofbd fore§ail, main^taysail and reefed trysail, forereacbes fast and i» 
¥itry dry, and generally speaking, she is a gtiad sea boat, and her best 
fHHf^i of sailing, compared with other ships, is doee hauled in strong 
wiiiii» against a head sea. She stows five mondis' provisions and all her 
nU99m with great eate» together with one hundred days' water for one 
hMndrMl and ten men." 



H.M.S. GORGON. 



From Commodore Lord John HAY, to the /IdmiraUy, 

" H.M.S. North Star, Passages, 

** December 4th, 1838. 

" I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that in obedience to their lordships 
directions, contained in your letter, No. 136, of the 20th of October last, 
I directed Commander Dacres, of the Gorgon (enclosure No. 1 ,) to pro- 
ceed to sea, in company with the Pantaloon, for the purpose of trying the 
sailing and other qualities of that ship. 

" I enclose Commander Dacre's report of the trial ; also copies of 
the logs of the Gorgon and Pantaloon, together with the observations of 
the acting master of the Gorgon. 

" Being aware of their lordships' desire to possess the fullest infor- 
mation respecting thr qualities of this ship, under all circumstances, and 
knowing the variety of opinions that generally follow trials of this descrip- 
tion, I have endeavoured by every possible means to arrive at the general 
opinion of those officers who have witnessed her performances since her 
arrival on the north coast of Spain, and the conclusion I have come to is, 
that the Gorgon is a very superior vessel, easy in the pitching and rolling 
motions, and, under all circumstances of weather, a good sea boat. 

" The different passages she has made on this coast when propelled 
by steam, as compared with other steam vessels, proves her to be exceed- 
ingly fast, generally performing the run from St. Sebastian to Santander, a 
distance of 90 miles in four hours less time than either the Phoenix or 
Salamander ; and the result of the trial appears to me to have established 
the superior qualities of the Gorgon, when trusting entirely to her sails, 

with the engines disconnected. 

Bb 
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" The nature of the service on which the vessels on this coast are 
employed, prevented my extending the trial beyond 10 days; it is my 
intention, however, to again order Commander Dacres to proceed to seat 
in company with the Pantaloon, for another trial. 

" Their lordships will observe, that Commander Dacres complains of 
the main-boom being weak, (thereby paralyzing the effect of the main- 
sail and gaff- topsail,) also of the jib-boom requiring additional support. 
I have directed him to strengthen the mainoboom by fishes, and give such 
additional support to the jib-boom as it requires, in order that the ship 
may have the full effect of all her sails." 



From CoMMODORS Lord John HAY, to the Admiralty, 

"H.M.S. North Star, Passages, 

"January 19th, 1839. 

" I had the honour to acquaint you, by letter of the 4«th ultimo, with 
the result of the Gorgon s first trial in company with the Pantaloon. 

" On the arrival of H.M. Sloop Rose, on this coast, I directed Com- 
mander Christie to proceed to sea for 10 days, in company with the Pan- 
taloon, for the purpose of again trying the sailing qualities of the Gorgon, 
with the engines disconnected ; also her properties as a sea boat. 

** I have now the honour to forward, for their lordships' information, 
Commander Christie's report on the result of the trials. As Commander 
Christie, in his report, refers to the logs for the bearings, and distance 
gained on the Gorgon by the two sailing vessels, I have laid off the true 
course made, and distance run during each day's trial, taken separately 
from the logs of the respective vessels, and each vessel is placed at the 
conclusion of each day^s trial agreeable to the bearings and distance therein 
given. On referring to the enclosed diagrams, their lordships will ob- 
serve that no very material advantage was gained over Gorgon on any 
one day, excepting on the trial of the 18th by the wind; but when it is 
considered that both sailing vessels were carrying a large portion of sail 
it is not extraordinary the Gorgon, with so limited a spread of canvass, 
should have been distanced 5i miles in a run of 37} miles, that vessel 
having tacked four times during the trial. 

"The advantage gained over the Gorgon on the 17th, 19th, 20th, 
and 21st, was very inconsiderable. On the 22nd, the Gorgon appears to 
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have maintained an excellent position by the wind, having tacked four 
times during the days trial, and in the distance run 29 miles, only lost 3. 

" From all the information I have been able to obtain respecting the 
qualities of the Gorgon generally, it appears to me quite evident she is 
a very superior vessel. That the Gorgon is able to maintain a good 
position in any company with sailing vessels under moderate sail, is proved 
beyond all doubt by the fact, that in the whole distance run by the wind 
during these trials, 122^ miles, Gorgon only lost Hi miles, and in a run of 
15 j miles off the wind, she lost two miles. Gorgon also appears to have 
kept her station during the night, when moderate sail was carried, as well 
as either of the sailing vessels. 

'^During these trials the Gorgon tacked 17 times, and only missed 
stays once ; her average time in performing that evolution is S m. 55 s. ; 
she steers and wears well, and the concluison I come to, from all the in- 
formation I can obtain from her commander and officers is, that she is 
weatherly, and a very fine sea-boat under all circumstances of weather, 
whether propelled by steam or trusting entirely to her sails. 

" At the conclusion of the trial the Gorgon returned to Santander, 
and entered that harbour on the 23rd ultimo, under circumstances of 
extraordinary difficulty, in a strong gale of wind from the N.W., with a 
heavy sea breaking across the entrance of the harbour. Two large sail- 
ing vessels in attempting it at the same time, were swamped in the surf, 
(one of them, a ship 280 tons, was totally lost, with the whole of her crew,) 
but which Gorgon accomplished without shipping a drop of water. I 
particularly notice this fact, as it would have been impossible for any 
vessel of the size of Gorgon to have affected it, had she not been an ex- 
ceedingly manageable vessel, a good sea-boat, and quick in answering 
her helm. 

" During the last trial, the Gorgon carried 300 tons of coals, her 
water complete, and 10 weeks provisions for her crew. Her engines 
continue to work well, no part of the machinery has proved faulty, and 
no accident whatever has occurred." 



H.M.S. PANDORA. 



From Lieutenant Commander CROKE, to Captain KING. 

**H.M. Packet, Pandora, Falmouth, 

"May 18th, 1835. 

" In compliance with your directions to report for the information of 
my Lords Commissioners' of the Admiralty, relative to the Pandora's 
sailing, stowage, and general qualities as a sea- boat, in comparison witli 
other vessels, as to her stability, and how she performs against a 
head sea. 

" The master and myself beg to state, that up to this time she has 
always had the advantage in sailing with every vessel we have tried 
with ; that she stows well for her complement, five months' provisions, 
with 24 tons of water ; that we consider her an excellent sea-boat ; that 
she is very stiff under her canvass ; that against a head sea her motion is 
quick, but that it does not stop her way more than other vessels under 
similar circumstances, and upon the wind in heavy weather she performs 
well indeed/' 



H.M.S. STAR. 



From Lieutenant Commander C. SMITH, to Captain CLAVELL. 

"H.M. Brig, Star, Falmouth, 

"January 20th, 1837. 

*' In obedience to your order of this day, requiring a report to be 
sent upon the sailing and sea-worthy qualities of H.M. brig under my 
command. 

" I beg to say I know nothing of her merits as a barque, having been 
altered to a brig before I joined ; but I am enabled to speak as to her 
positive merits as she is at present, and I can do so with great confidence, 
having just returned from a severe winter voyage. 

" I find the lightest air affects her, so much so, that in a calm great 
pains are taken to keep her head the right way ; and I am persuaded, 
she will forge ahead when vessels of any other construction would be 
stationary. 

'* Her best point of sailing (and they are all good) appears to me to 
be close hauled under every circumstance. 

"She is very weatherly, lively, and stands well up under the 
heaviest press of canvass. 

" Respecting her character as a sea- boat, I have merely to state, 
that in our late voyages across the Atlantic, we experienced a succession 
of S.W. and N.W. gales, (going out) and had to contend with the heavy 
confused sea consequent on their sudden change, during the whole of 
them, and in their heaviest squalls her power enabled me to keep her 
main topsail set, and under that sail, fore staysail, and reefed main try 
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sail, she never shipped a sea or carried away the least portion of her 
light ornamental hammock- boarding, to say nothing of more serious 
injuries. 

" I find her motion to be unlike any of H.M.S. I have belonged to ; 
she rolls quick, but not deep ; pitches deep, but remarkably easy. In 
laying- to, although she occasionally gives an uxexpected weather roll, 
yet she recovers herself, and rises to the breaking sea as readily as if 
pressed with canvass. 

'* Under the above sail and fore-trysail she draws tlirough the water 
2i to 3 knots, and in spite of lee- way heave of the sea, I cannot bring to 
mind a day that she lost ground. 

" I am not the least apprel^nsive of her being taken aback in any 
weather ; the strength of her stern, its peculiar formation, and the secu- 
rity of the rudder (from its very raking position,) renders her perfectly 
safe in this respect. I have seen her rise to a sea with stern-way, as 
cleverly as she does with head-way. I have never scudded her before a 
very heavy sea, but I shall not have the least hesitation to do so when 
requisite. 

" To speak now of her strength. When I joined, the height of her 
'tween decks was pointed out to me as an objection, accompanied with 
this observation, " that in heavy weather she would work ; '' this how- 
ever has not been the case ; on the contrary, she continues as solid as a 
block of wood. In the late gales, having my spare and stream anchors 
stowed amidships, I thought to strenthen her two midship beams by shore- 
ing them up, for which purpose, I converted a sprung topmast stud- 
sail boom, and then drove a stanchion under each ; there they remained 
uncleated during the whole of the bad weather, without moving a hair's 
breadth, which must have shown had it been otherwise by the fresh paint- 
work, my attention was called to this fact by one of the passeagers, a con- 
siderable ship owner, Mr. Tobin, of Halifax. 

" To sum up ; the Star sails well, steers easily, answers her helm 
quickly, stands well up under canvass, weatherly to an uncommon de- 
gree, and is the most buoyant sea-boat I ever was in." 



H.M.S. ALERT. 



From Lieut. Commander CHARLES H. NORRTNGTON, 

to Cavt. J. CLAVELL. 

« H.M. Brig Alert, Falmouth, 

"January 21st, 1837. 

" According to your directions of this days date, I have the honor to 
report that H.M. Packet Alert, under my command, from the time she 
was converted into a brig, has considerably improved in easiness, stability 
and rate of sailing in all kinds of weather, including heavy gales and a 
partial hurricane, she also steers better in general, wearing and tacking to 
admiration. 

" I may also add, that I have known the mere flapping of her sails in 
a calm, to send her at least one knot an hour a bead^ and in a strong 
breeze, going large, and smooth water, on more than one occasion, she 
has gone upwards of thirteen knots, but not for more than two houns at a 
time." 



HM.^i »4 N Q#^|. 
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from Leivt. Comkakdir T. :WvTU RNER|. to- Captain CLAVELL. 

" H.M. Packet Ranger, Falmouth, 

"February 22nd, 1837. 

" In compliance with your directions I b^ to inclose a report of the 
Ra«ger!» sailing and other qualities and have further to add for the infor- 
mation :Cifthe J^ovds.C^inissiQQers, of the Admiralty 4hat under all -cnv 
cuiaatances :oC wind. : and weather the Banger has pioved herself to be « 
faatiMileil and a{good;8ea^boat^ 

" Ilieg to report, that on the 22nd of December last, we had an 
opportimity of tiying the comparative rate of sailing with a French brig 
of war, L' Alcyone, of 10 guns; when beating into the Tagus, the Ranger 
both weathered knd foreireached on her, and she is reported to be one of 
their fastesTt vessels ; and, further, on leaving the Tagus on the 13th of 
F!ebruary we oe^} out against a young flood tide, and a heavy sea on the 
bar, wlien a iPrenchfrigatie, L*Hermione, was compelled to put back." 






DEMI OFFICIAL AND OTHER LETTERS. 



From the Master of the Fleet. 

<<H.M.S. Queen, Malta, 

"June 20th, 1842. 

"I have great pleasure in reporting on the performance of our gallant 

■ 

ship after 16 days' cruize in the Channel off Malta. After getting rid of 
the 20 tons of hallast, and about 30 tons of lumber and supernumeraries, we 
sailed on the 20th ultimo in the following trim, having slipped moorings 
and fastened to buoy by hawser : — Draught forward 24* feet 2i inches, 
afl 25 fl., bowport 8 ft. Si in., midship 6 ft. 5 in., vStet 7 ft. 6in. The 
following ships composed our squadron, viz. Howe, Impregnable, Van- 
guard, Thunderer, Calcutta, and Cambridge, the last three had got their 
names up as clippers. In standing off and on under topsails, and top- 
gallant sails, no courses set, with a royal breeze, we were surprised and 
much pleased to find that the squadron were obliged, though very loath, 
to pack on first courses, and then royals, and even the Vanguard could 
spare us nothing. Next day the Howe and Thunderer having joined, we 
stood to the southward about a point free with a moderate breeze, under 
single reefed topsails, and top-gallant sails, jib, and spanker, sparing all 
the clippers fore course and royals, except Vanguard ; the Thunderer 
set her foresail occasionally, the three-deckers under all sails, staysails, 
and studding sails. 

" We have had a great deal of gun exercise, but I regret to say no 

stated trial of sailing, though several commanding breezes offered. This 

gives a loophole to the ships, which they will no doubt avail themselves 

of, but the candid and liberal of the squadron affirm that the Queen is 

second to none in sailing qualities, except her elder sister, which, in my 

Co 
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opinion, looks and sails better than in my time. I also think that Sir 
David Dunn and his officers are not saying too much when they state that 
when the Queen carries a proper proportion of sail, well trimmed and is 
carefully steered, the Vanguard has enough to do in holding her own. 
We improved towards the end of the cruize. Her great stability has been 
noticed by the whole squadron and admitted by the admiral ; the Van- 
guard admits her superiority in this respect. The Vanguard has fre- 
quently elicited the praise of the commander-in-chief. The steady way 
in which she is kept in station, her staying under her close reefed topsails 
in a sea way when no other ship in the squadron could do it, were noticed 
by him, by no means prodigal of his praise ; but I am firmly of opinion 
that if the Queen were brought to a 6 feet 8 inches midship port, and 
handled properly, no line of battle ship at present in commission could 
touch her." 



Extract of a Letter from a Lieutenant of the Queen. 

*' H.M.S. Queen, Malu, 

'* June 5th. 

" We came out with seven sail of the line on the 19th, and have 
been cruizing about here since ; showing off to great advantage, sailing 
in order without trying regularly. We have beaten them all hollow 
except the Vanguard with whom we sail as equally as possible. Wc 
returned here yesterday, having been 15 days coming between Malta and 
Sicily, and have maintained our superiority over all the ships with the 
exception of the Vanguard, and with her we are neck and neck." 



H.M.S. ALBION. 



From the Commander of the Albion. 

"H.M.S. Albion, at Sea, 

"January 25tli, 1844. 

" I have not answered your note of the 20th before, wishing to be 
able to tell you more than I could from the Sound. 

" The reports of the papers are so contradictory that I do not know 
in what way to take them, but the one of the Standard is really too bad, 
" She is coming down like a sand barge." We have our ports G ft. C in. 
now, that is when we left the Sound. 

" We have five months of all sorts of provisions, 407 tons of water, 
our main hold would hold six months easily and we have filled the month's 
space with wood. 

" Spirit room filled up with all sorts of stores, necessaries and slops 
for a twelve month. 

" We spoke the " Penelope" yesterday had a three hours trial, in 
very light winds, she had not a chance. We have only thirty tons of 
ballast, and that I hope to get out. 

" Cove of Cork, January 30th. 

" We arrived yesterday morning having had two days of strong winds. 
Nothing can be better than her performances, with two reefs in the top- 
sails and top-gallant sails 9 and 6 within six points, I think five points. 
Aflerwards with moderate breeze with single reef topsails and top-gallant 
sails 9 and 4 close as she would lay. The captain being sick the spanker 
was furled, and without either jib, or spanker, we stayed and had the fore 
sheet aft. within two minutes. 
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" With a strong breeze she has never yet heeled more than 4 and | 
degrees ; tliis report is correct and you have my permission to contradict 
any thing said to the contrary, lower deck ports 6 feet 6 in. We kept 
some of the after lower deck ports open when the spars and sails required 
two reefs. 



From the Master of the Albion. 

" H.M.S. Albion Cove of Cork. 

''January 3 1st 1844. 

" It affords me great pleasure to comply with your request, and 
pisrticularly so as I am most conscientiously able to refute the vile and 
diabolical assertions respecting our noble ship. In the first place, I will give 
you her flotation when provisioned for five months of all species, and she 
will now take another months provisions comfortably under hatches, and 
more of bread. She stows 410 tons of water, and has twelve months 
stores with ten months fuel, her draught then was, forward 23 feet 6 in. 
aft 24 feet 7 inches, height of her midship port 6 feet 6 inches, this 
should be called 6 feet 8 inches as the port sills amidships were cut 
down to allow the depression of the 84 pound guns which the Admiralty 
thought of putting into her; she is now armed with 1% sixty-eight poufid- 
ers, the' remainder long thirty -twos 56 cwt except on the quarter deck 
and forecastle 24 32-pounders 8 feet 6 inches 42 cwt. guns, and twogixty 
eight pounders on the quarter c1eck,making in all 90 gnns actually mounted. 
This line of flotation I should observe agrees to half an inch of her 
talented constructors calculation. Now for her qualities as far as we 
have been able to judge at sea : — She works and steers like a boat, that is 
quicker and better than any ship I ever sailed in. On Sunday last we 
had a good trial by the wind, with as much wind as her mast would bear, 
under double reefed topsails, courses, &c. her inclination never exceeded 
4| degrees, she was then going 10 knots, and working within ten and a 
half points of the compass. At this time there was a short sea, and on 
one tack a head ; she was far from being uneasy, her motion is quick but 
very easy, and on the whole I do think her the most splendid ship ever 
built, and her constructor must be proud of her ; for my part I am per* 
fectly unprejudiced. 



. I --r ■• /■ 



H.M.S. VANGUARD. 



From the Commanded of th* VANOtrAiiD to the CoilSTRtycTOR. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta. 

**March8th, 1837. 

** With respect to the Vanguard, I am unable to do justice to all her 
good qualities as a ipan-of-war, for in my opinion, I never saw a ship so 
perfect in every respect, she is very handy, and as a proof of that asser- 
tion, I will mention two instances in which Vanguard's working qualities 
must be manifest, the first was in working into the Cove of Cork with the 
wind dead out, without courses, being obliged to shorten sail to keep our 
station astern of Bellerophon ; and secondly^ on our return from Tunis, 
although the wind was out of the harbour and very baffling, we worked 
up to Fort St. Angelo, making four tacks inside the entrance. I have had 
many opportunities of judging of her qualities as a sea^boat. We had one 
heavy sea when with Sir Charles Paget's squadron, and no ship could 
have behaved better, she pitched very easy, and although she rolled rather 
deep, still it was particularly easy, and without straining a rope-yam. 

" We have now only 70 tons of ballast on board, one half the quan* 
tity she at first started with, still I consider her a very stiff ship, and will 
I feel confident, outcarry any in the service, and be able to fight her lower 
deck guns, when other ships would be obliged to keep their ports down. 

" As to her superiority in sailing, there can be no doubt of that, but 
I do not think that we have yet found out what she can do, for with all 
the trials with other ships, she never had enough canvass, in fact, I have 
known her during a trial roll to windward for want of sail. 



214 H.M.S. VANGUARD. 

From Captain G. B. MARTIN to the Constructor of the 

Vanguard. 

"H.M.S. Caledonia, off Sicily, 

"June 26th, 1837. 

" We have been cruizing off this coast and Malta, in company witli 
Vanguard, Rodney, Russell and Asia, and our cruize has afforded us the 
opportunity of witnessing the extraordinary capability and powers of sail- 
ing possessed by the Vanguard. 

"The first day was light winds, the Admiral sending the Nautilus to 
look out S.E., and when she was distant four miles dead to windward, 
the general signal for chase was made, when the Vanguard in three tacks 
got round her 36 minutes before the Rodney, the Russell 8 minutes after 
Rodney* The next was on a wind, as much as we could cany well at times, 
a fair fresh breeze, single reefed topsails, and top-gallant sails, the Van- 
guard hauled out of the line just like a cutter, and went away to windward 
of the whole squadron, and was six miles on our weather beam in Z^ hours* 
We were then on larboard tack, and I do not think the Rodney would 
have weathered us if she had tacked ; this was done without a tack. The 
next was off the wind, a good fresh breeze a point abaft the beam as much 
as we could carry, royals, fore- top mast, and top-gallant studding sails; 
then the yards looking rather queer ; the general signal for the chase S* 
by W., we were then inline of battle on a wind, we of course the leading 
ship, the wind W.N.W. varying a little. The line was as follows, Cale- 
donia, Russell, Vanguard, Rodney, Asia, so that the Vanguard had a 
trifling advantage, but she went away, and afler a run of four hours, we 
going 9 and 10, she lefl off I should think seven miles ahead, Rodney 
next, then Russell, but I will desire the Master to make you two 
diagrams* 

*' Rodney is a magnificient man-of-war, but is heavy, and I think has 
too much ballast, 170 tons, carries her port an awful height out of the 
water, and is in very good order." 



From the Captain of the Rodney to the Constructor of the 

Vanguard. 

"H.M.S. Rodney, off Malta, 

"June 28th, 1837. 

" We have been out from Malta now a fortnight, cruising between 
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Malta and Sicily, and have had three trials of sailing, the first on the 14th 
of June, beating to windward with a light breeze, all sail set ; and in two 
hours and three quarters the Vanguard beat Rodney and the rest of the 
squadron two miles dead to windward ; the second trial was on the 20th 
of June, with single-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, a fresh breeze at 
starting, water smooth. The Vanguard went to windward of Rodney in 
a most extraordinary way ; in two hours and a half, she weathered 2i 
miles dead in the wind's eye, in short I would not have believed it possible 
if I had not seen it ; our inclination was the same when the signal was 
made, viz : 3-20 ; the third trial was on the 24th instant, a fresh wind a 
little abaft the beam, as much sail as we could carry, viz. single-reefed 
topsails, royals, fore topmast and top-gallant studding sails, we were 
going 1 1 knots, but Vanguard run away from Rodney very considerably, 
although we beat the other ships as much ; in short, we have no chance 
with Vanguard I am positive in sailing on any point. Rely on it that 
Commander Walker will do her great justice, I do not think she could be 
in better hands. I never knew him before, but I think he is an excellent 
officer, I am rejoiced to see her so well commanded, she is a beautiful 
man-of-war, notwithstanding what your enemies may say. Rodney is 
certainly a splendid man-of-war, and has plenty of stability, but I never 
thought from the first, that she sailed fast." 



From tJie Commander op the Vanguard to the Constructor. 

** H.M.S. Vanguard, off Malta, 

** June 28th, 1837. 

** I have very great pleasure in forwarding an account of the late 
trials with the squadron, and beg to be allowed at the same time to con- 
gratulate you on Vanguard's success, which I trust has been so evident to 
all, that there can be but one opinion as to her decided superiority in every 
way. We left Malta on the 12th, with the squadron, consisting of the 
Caledonia, Rodney, Asia and Russell, since which time we have had three 
trials, two on a wind, and one with the wind abeam* The enclosed 
diagrams of facts (which the gunnery lieutenant has been good enough 
to make out) will speak for themselves, without my feeble pen attempting 
to add more, still I cannot refrain from quoting a passage in a note just 
received from an officer on board the Rodney, to convince you that others 
agree as to her splendid qualities, he says *' I am delighted to see that 
Vanguard is perfection, her sailing qualities are, in my opinion, mira- 
culous, and have completely silenced and convinced the most prejudiced. 
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but independent of that»: she looks in every waj, lo like a man-of-war, 
that she is the admiratioiiv if not ibe envy of all on board." 

*' In addition to the above, you will I am sure share with me the 
gratification I felt, on receiving the hearty congratu^tipns of the captain 
of the Rodney, who, at the ^adpiiraVs tab^, expressed his admiration of 
the *' wonderful" performance of this ^hip, and appeared to recall with 
delight, the having been shippoates with her constructor. These enco- 
raiums publicly expressed by such an officer, will, I trust, have due weight, 
and open the eyes of thosei who as yet have been deceived by the shame- 
ful accounts which have from time to time appeared in the public 
papers respecting this noble ship. I am ready to admit that Vanguards' 
are proud of, and liable to say more of their ship than others, but what 
has been said by the captain and officers of her rival, (if I may be allowed 
the expression) will, I trust, convince even her enemies, that she deserves 
the good opinion of all who have the service at heart, as for my own part, 
I never saw her equal ; the difference between this ship a^d others in 
working, as well as sailing, is something quite extraordinary, she will, I 
am confident, tack or wear in half the time the Rodney will be perform- 
ing the same evolution. . 

" I need not tell you that we can carry our lower deck guns . out, 
when other ships are obliged to close their ports. Before we left Malta 
the admiral issued an order for the squadron to complete to two months 
provisions, which we strictly obeyed, and filled 285 tons of water, but 
some of the other ships thought to improve their sailing by having more, 
sopae took three and others four months. When we left port on the llSth 
our draught of water was, forward S2 feet 10 inch, abafl 2S feet $ inch ; 
we have always considered 4 or 5 inches by the stern to be her best trim. 
The great superiority which was so evident to all on our first trial 
raised the cry that Vanguard was, ** Flying light," in consequence^ of 
which, the squadron were ordered to complete to four months ; we ac- 
cordingly proceeded into Bighi Bay, and took that quantity on board, at 
the same time completed water of 355 tons. In consequence of having 
only 35 chaldrons of coals on board, we were obliged to stow some pro^ 
visions forward, 38 casks in the coal hole, or 8 tons 22 casks in the fore 
hold, or .3^ tons and 180 bags of bread in. after part of iore cockpit, or 
9 tons, in all 20i tons, so as to bring the ship to her old trim; vin. 4 to 5 
inches by the stern, we have always 'm that trim fou^d her to- work like a 
top, and carry her helm half a turn a weather. We rejoined the squadron 
the next morning at daylight, and.tbat aftemoon» the wind beii^ favoraUe» 
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for a trial, at 1 o*clbek the signal was made to try rate of MiHogi when 
to the astonishment of all, Vanguard atarted from her place in the line 
(third) and was in a very few minutes on the weather bow of all the squad- 
ron, and had not the wind Favoured fie 'sternniif>st ships, b'<jth in strength 
arid deviating (a stgnaf was made by VheRtidn'ey t(i that effect) the result 
of that trial Would have been more satisfietdty. We, half an hour before 
thectose, made the signal "have lost the wind." On the 25th, we had a 
good breeze from the westward, when the signal was made to try rate of 
sailing ; just before two bells, we started, steeting S. by W. the wind 
being nearly abeam ; we made sail under single-reefed topsails, royals, 
top-gallant and fore-topmai?t studding sails, going at first, 1 1 knots, 2 
fathoms* Vanguard did not, I assure you, remain long third in the line, 
bnt starting off, soon left the squadron astern. This being the Rodney's 
best point of sailing and Vanguard's worst, of course we felt most anxious 
for the result, but we were soon relieved, and found at the end of three 
hours and a half, that we had left her (the Rodney) 3} miles astern, Rus- 
sell 5 miles, Asia ^ miles, and Caledonia 7i miles ; although the wind again 
favoured the stemmost ships, for as we approached the land ( Goza ) we 
had less wind, while those astern brought up a stronger breeze, (a signal 
to that effect was made by the Vanguard,) our rate of going, towards the 
close, was only 9 knots. The result of these trials must have convinced 
all, that whether light or deep, on a wind, or off the wind, in light or 
stroifig' breezes, Vanguard is far superior to all. 

I 

^' Yoa will perceive by the diagrams, that the angles were taken after 
we had started, which hardly does justice to the Vanguard, for on first 
starting, the manner in which she sprung from her place in the time, was 
really *^ wonderful/' she was in consequence, aome considerable diatahce 
ahead, before the officers had time to take the angles of th« diffbrent 
ships.*' 



From ike Captain of thx Rodkey to the Constructoe ov VAKouAan. 

"H.M.S. Rodney, Malta, 

"June 29th, 1837. 

'* I SRI just michored in Bighi Bay for the purpose of completing my 
water. We have had three trials with Vanguard ; the first was in light 
winds, all sail set to windward, she beat us two miles in 2 hours and { ; 
the second trial was with a fresh breeze, single reefed topsails and top- 
f alUnt sails, on a wind ; this diay the Vanguard went to windward of us 

Dd 
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in a most e^raordinary manner, I would Hot have believed it possible if 
I had not seen it, she gained 2i miles dead to windward in 2 hours and !• 
When the signal was made to the ships to show their inclinations, ours was 
the same as Vanguard's, viz. 3-20, our lee ports up the whole time. The 
third trial was with the wind a point abaft the beam, as much sail as we 
could carry, single reefed topsails, royals, fore-topmast and top-gallant 
studding sails, the Rodney was going 11 knots, the Vanguard beat us as 
much to windward as a mile an hour. This day we beat the other ships 
as much, more particularly the Asia. We likewise had the advantage of 
the other ships on awind, the Asia does not sail or she is not in trim. I do 
not think that Rodney has any chance with Vanguard. 



From the Captain of the Vanguard to the Constructor. 

** Devonport, 

"June 29th, 1837. 

** I presume you have seen the sketch of the small but satisfactory 
trial we had oft' Malta, which I believe Sir Josias Rowley sent for the 
information of the Admiralty. My crew were too ill at the time to work 
the ship ill the way she ought to be, therefore Sir W. Dillon, as his note 
will show, did not intend it, but wishing to show how the ship would walk 
up to windward, I trimmed, and if we had had room, and continued in the 
same course, should have been hull down by sunset. I astonished the 
officers in wearing the ship, and although the Russell is a very handy ship 
we were always round before her, either in tacking or wearing ; as for the 
Asia and Caledonia, I could have given them a couple of broadsides in 
either manoeuvre before they could get round. You may be assured that 
nothing shall be wanting to keep her as she now is, the finest ship in the 
world. 

" In sending you the inclosed, I requested the gunnery lieuten«nt to 
make it out for your consideration, being satisfied that the Vanguard can 
carry the largest guns just as well as she does those she has, and with her 
superior qualities of working, and coming up with her chase, with her fire 
so concentrated, what could stand a second broadside from her ? There 
is also a great advantage to be obtained from her breadth, that you may 
reduce the channels at least 2 feet, which would make the quarter deck 
guns to run out clear of the riggii^g." 
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From the Commander of the Vanguard to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S, Vanguard, off Genoa, 

"September 5th, 1837. 

"The time, I trust, is not far distant, when all will admit the decided 
superiority of the Vanguard, and every Briion feel obliged to you, for 
having added so splendid a ship to the navy ; for the more I see^ the 
more I am convinced that she far surpasses all in the service. I hoped 
to have long ere' this, seen the official report of the fourth trial we had 
with the Asia and Caledonia. On a wind with a head sea, under single- 
reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, courses, jib and driver, we in two hours 
and forty-five minutes, weathered on Asia, 2 miles, 800 yards, and headed 
her 4 miles, 870 yards. Weathered on Caledonia, 4 miles, 270 yards and 
headed 8 miles, 850 yards. The Medea, who was in company, did won- 
ders. On that day, Vanguard was for the first time tried on an even 
keel, and certainly the result proves that she can sail in that trim ; in fact* 
I do not think that we have yet found out half her good qualities, for had you 
witnessed her performance, since our arrival off Genoa, you would have 
been delighted, I have never seen anything like it since I have been at sea. 
I must first tell you that we left Barcelona with the Princess Charlotte, 
and had a good run to Genoa, part of the time we had our topsails on the 
cap, and were obliged to yaw to keep our station, but as we had no trial, 
I will not add more, my present wish being to give you an account of this 
ships splendid qualities as a sea boat, for on the (irst, when the Admiral 
ran into Genoa, it was blowing strong, and finding that there was not 
much room, we made our signal to " keep under sail until it moderates." 
That evening it blew hard on shore, with a heavy sea, and we were 
obliged to carry sail to work out of the Gulf. We accordingly made 
tail under close-reefed topsails and reefed courses, and the beautiful style 
in which she worked off a lee shore, was tlie admiration of all on board* 
who were not a little surprised and delighted, at finding themselves under 
the lee of Corsica yesterday. When about 20 miles from Genoa, we had 
one of the hardest gales, and with more sea than I have ever witnessed in 
the Mediterranean when she again behaved most nobly, and under a main 
top-sail, reefed fore-sails and storm stay-sails, she went over the sea like 
a duck, 'without straining a rope-yarn, in fact, she is, in my humble opin- 
ion, a most splendid sea boat. You ask my opinion, as to the Vanguard's 
armament, depend upon it, she will be able to carry 68 pounders on her 
lower deck with ease, and withoutafFectinghersailing qualities, Ihave always 
been an advocate for them, and have a thousand times regretted their not 
being on board.*' 
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Extract of a Letter fr^m the Am^miral Supbrintendent, ut MaUa, to the 

Surveyor of thb Navy. 

" Malta, 

"Sept. 30th, 1838. 

'* It really is a pleasure to see Vanguard go out of this harbour, she 
moves so beautifully and so quickly under sail, she weighed the first time 
the squadron started from hence with a slant and light wind and went out 
just like a cutter, while all the other ships were obliged to be towed out 
by Rhadamanthus; she has such an advantage over other ships, she gathers 
way so quickly that you can do any thing with her. The admiral dined 
with me the day before he sailed this last time, and I was delighted to 
h€ar him say *' I never saw a ship under sail equal to the Vanguard, 
whilst I have her with me I don't feel the want of a frigate or a brig." 
I asked him if rn their croize he had seen her under double reefed top- 
tail blowing strong, he said ** no," but I feel satisfied whenever we have 
a breeze of that kind she will be going with her lower deck ports up, 
sparing us a mainsail at least, when the other ships would be almost buried. 

** In time of war a few such ships as this in a fleet would ensure the 
bringing on a general action, or oblige the enemy to sacrifice their stem- 
most ships." 



From the Captain of the Vanguard to the Constructor. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, 

"January 27th, 1842. 

** You express a wish to have an acctfunt of Vanguard's qualities, 
now that I have commanded her for nearly two years. It is not for me, 
as her captain, to extol her abilities, but I can safely aver that up to this 
hour she has never been beaten by any ship or vessel on any point of sail- 
ing since I have commanded her, and as to her qualities as a sea-boat, 
you shall judge for yourself, when I tell you that I have tested her in three 
severe gales of wind, one a hurricane off Alexandria, and here she iSf 
without having carried away a spar or sprung one, or even stranded a rope- 
yarn of standing rigging alow or aloft, so that she well deserves praise for 
so safely y and so proudly, doing her work, the more especially when some 
of the finest ships have suffered severely, such as Powerful, Ganges, 
and others. I ought not to omit to state, that in all these gales I was 
compelled to have her out of trim (sadly so off Alexandria,) from causes 
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ever wiiich I had no controul, yet sutch was her behaviour ; and I hope to 
keep her without a caulking for more than a couple of years, perhaps 
three, unless we have a transatlantic trip." 



From the Master of H.M.S. Vanguard. 

''The Vanguard left Salamis in company with the admiral, Sir Robt. 
Stopford, and squadron, consisting of the Princess Charlotte, Rodney, 
Bellerophon and I think the Russell, to proceed to Malta, with a 
moderate breeze from the northward and eastward. 

'*In running from the Gulph of Athens towards Cape St. Angelo.the 
Vanguard showed much superiority in sailing, having some difficulty to 
keep astern of the admiral, her station, with the topsails occasionally 
lowered, whilst the flag and other ships had their studding sails set. 

** When off the Island of Bella Poula,Jthe signal was made to Van- 
guard to rendezvous off that Island for twenty four hours, to look out for 
a brig of war, I think the Wolverene, and then proceed to Malta with all 
dispatch. 

" Although we had baffling light winds for a considerable part 
of the passage we joined the squadron about ten leagues to the eastward 
of Malta, and if we had considered that we had sufficient run for the 
previous night and carried sail we should certainly have arrived before 
the squadron." 



From the Commander of Vanguard to the Constructor. 

** H.M.S. Vanguard, Plymouth Sound, 

"August 7th, 1843, 

*' It is with the greatest regret of all on board that we are to paid 
off at this port ; as we were in hopes of being seen somewhere to have 
had the ship duly appreciated ; all being so proud of belonging to such 
a ship, and all have taken equal pride in her wonderful superiority over 
all others, which even the most prejudiced have been obliged to acknow- 
ledge, and her external and internal appearance, and the zeal and activity 
of all belonging to her, are as much attributable to what they have had 
to work upon as any other cause, and am truly sorry that yourself, and 
others, whom we might have had on board had we gone to Portsmouth, 
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would have perceived that our time had not been idly employed. Having 
been commander of the Vanguard 4 years and 8 months, I can assure 
you that no ship^ has ever, during that period, (aiul can as readily vouch 
for the previous time having been so much in company with her) beat or 
come near her in any point of sailing, or manoeuvring ; and to show 
her easy qualities, no spar has been carried away since I have belonged 
to her, except one flying jib boom from the guy going, one fore royal 
yard, from the brace being kept fast in tacking ; and one fore topsail 
yard sprung, which we now have as good as ever, from too great a run 
with the topsail halards. I shall be anxious to know the expence she 
has been, I never could obtain any facts at Malta on the subject, but am 
fully convinced it has been considerably less than any of her com- 
petitors on that station. 

** I am sure this ship's general appearance, capacity, and man-of-war- 
like bearing in every particular, has tended greatly, in the numerous 
foreign parts we have been at, to enhance the prowess of the British 
Navy, and even the French have generally acknowledged her somewhat 
superior to what they themselves had ; and the officers of the American 
Delaware, lately in the Tagus, expressed their admiration of her. 
I trust after so many years experience at sea my humble meed of 
praise may not be considered presuming. Her defects are triflingt 
general caulking of decks and an occasional plank to be shifted, are the 
pnncipal, otherwise repairing gratings and other trifles necessary, after 
being above 3 years in commission, is all that is required. The boats 
are of the quickest, both sailing and pulling, I have ever knorvn^ and all fit 
for her again, requiring but small repair ; the lower rigging I should pre- 
fer to new, if she were to be re- commissioned. Our lease in her has cer- 
tainly expired, but it is almost a sin to pay her off. There are some few 
ornamental things which I have been at some little expense about, but do 
most willingly and cheerfully leave all for the ship I have so much affec- 
tion for, but I do hope you will cause them to be solely reserved for the 
Vanguard," 



H.M.S. VERNON. 



From the Captaik of the Vernon to the Constructoe. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

"March 25th, 1835. 

'* It is with much pleasure and satisfaction, that I am enabled to com- 
municate the intelligence, that the Vernon is everything that I could wish, 
and really far beyond my most sanguine expectations. 

" On our passage hence to Vourla, we had several trials with Thun- 
derer, Endymion and Child ers, as also with the Tribune. There were 
some days we nearly run them hull down in six hours, and some of the 
fleet with only topsails out of the water ; at other times the general signal 
was made for the whole squadron to try their rates of sailing, this was 
generally about half-past eight in the morning, and the recall was gene- 
rally made at five p.m., when we could only see part of the topsails of the 
ships astern, and the frigates and sloops were hull down. On our return 
from Vourla, we had Portland and Columbine in addition to the above 
ships. The first trial was with Portland and Columbine, the signal was 
made to sail round St. John's Island and join the Admiral ; Columbine 
was on our lee bow a mile, Portland on our weather beam half a mile ; in 
one hour and a half, we were one mile on Portland's weather beam, and 
Columbine two miles on our lee quarter. We had to make a tack to wea- 
ther the Island, so had Portland; when rounding the Island, blowing 
strong, Portland 3 miles astern, sprung her fore-topmast, shortened sail 
and bore up for the Admiral, who was then running for Salamis. Colum- 
bine tried to round the Island to leeward, carried away her fore-yard and 
bore up ; Vernon went round the Istand, and was the second ship in Sala- 
mis. No ofBcer in the fleet had ever seen the match of this before, and 
none would have believed it unless they had seen it ; Vernon had run 
one- third more during that day than any other ship present. In all our 
subsequent trials, they were as much in our favour. There is not an 
officer or man on board, but says that they have never known any ship 
equal to Vernon, for easiness, stability and fast sailing." 
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From the Captain of the Vernon. 

**H M.S. Vernon, Malta. 

''April 8th, 1855. 

" It affords me very great pleasure in giving you good accounts of 
Vernon, for I am sure you will be delighted when you read the six official 
reports herewith sent, they are copies of the reports that I was ordered to 
make out for the -commander- in -cluef, Sir Josias Rowley, on different 
trials we had with different ships, and sometimes with the whole squadron. 
The sailing of this ship is far beyond any thing that I anticipated, and as 
every officer and man in the fleet has witnessed it, they, to a man, say 
there is not such another ship in the world. I am not only pleased with 
her sailing, but I am much pleased with her as a sea-boat, on every 
occasion remarkably easy. The reason why I send you those reports, is> 
because I know many others are going also, but, all in our favor, and the 
whole of them go by this packet. These will shut the mouth of clamour 
for ever, and if our Government will not build any more Vernons the other 
powers of Europe and America will. I am well aware that deep-rooted 
prejudice is not easily removed, and I now consider Captain Symonds an 
injured man." 



H.MS. PIQUE. 



Prom the Captain of the Pique to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Pique, Halifax, 

"March 26th. 

'* Our long and tempestuous passage (having experienced such a 
succession of heavy gales,) has given me an opportunity of reporting niy 
opinion as to the merits of the Pique, and I have much pleasure in inform-' 
ing you that I never was in a ship that behaved more beautifully, indeed 
she appeared to me perfect, it is impossible that any ship could lie to 
better, an<l I was compelled, from the violence of the wind, several times 
to take in my main-topsail. For two days it blew so hard that we could 
show nothing but the main-staysail, trysail, and I was even afraid of 
them ; and what is most admirable in her, she is almost always under 
command, even with that sail. There is not a different opinion as to her 
merits in a gale, and I may add in every other point, for all sa^ she is 
much improved ; and as a great proof of her good qualities, we ar- 
rived here without a defect, not even a strain anywhere, and our rigging 
perfect, so that I was ready to turn my head homewards without a mo- 
ment's delay, which says a great deal for a ship that has hardly been out 
of a gale for nearly a month ; and I assure you she is much admired here. 

" We beat out of Cork in high style, blowing half a gale of wind 
with a heavy sea, but nothing prevents her staying, ^e are always, 
under every circumstance, sure of her." 



£e 
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From the Captain of the Carysfort to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Carysfort, Spithead, 

"March 1st, 1837. 

" We had a stormy passage of six days from the Downs. I was 
determined to keep die sea if possible, and I am now glad that I did so, 
as it gave the opportunity of seeing what the ship is in a gale of wind. 
Lying-to she is the easiest ship I ever was in. With a main-topsail, double- 
reefed courses, mizen-trysail, and fore-staysail, we made her go 7-6. 
There was a heavy sea, and she certainly did plunge a good deal, but few 
ships I am sure could have carried the sail, and none that could have 
done so, could have pluntred less. I am sure that this capacity for car- 
rying sail is the foundation of the complaints against the violent pitching 
of the^ ships." 



From the Captain of the Carysfort to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Carysfort, Barcelona, 

"July 23rd, 1838. 

" Our cruiese with the squadron has terminated without any decisive 
result, but the trials, insufficient as they may be, have been in favour 
of your ships, and confirm the high opinion I have always held of 
Carysfort's sailing qualities, 

" It is so long since I have written to you, that I am obliged to carry 
my history back to March ; when calling at Smyna, on my passage from 
Constantinople to Malta, I found the Sapphire. She got under weigh to 
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sail against us, under ihe very modest persuasion that she was at least our 
match, if not more. 

** In a light wind quarterly we run from her so much, that we had to 
heave to nearly a forenoon for her to come up and tell her story of foul 
bottom, out of trim, and all the usual apologies, for being, as they say at 
Newmarket, " no where." On that day there was no sea breeze, so we 
had no further opportunity with Sapphire. 

** A long quarantine at Malta, the Rapid's disaster at Tunis, a second 
quarantine, and then caulking, prevented my sailing from Malta with the 
squadron. When I joined them at« Naples, on the Idth June, we had a 
tedious passage from Naples to Toulon, generally light winds. Vanguard, 
Carysfort, and Harlequin could always keep their stations, sparing the 
other ships the mainsail, and frequently both the courses. 

'* One day, Vanguard, Harlequin, and this ship chased to windward 
by signal. At starting. Vanguard was one mile on our lee quarter ; Har- 
lequin a quarter of a mile on our lee beam. In 2i hours Vanguard tacked 
in our wake li mile astern; and Harlequin had got on our weather quar- 
ter li cables length. The breeze then freshening for a short time, Van- 
guard and Harlequin took their royals in. We reefed ours and set them, 
and during the time the breeze was fresh and steady, I think we dt^cid- 
edly weathered^d fore-reached on both, however, it soon died away, and 
when the admiral re-called us, Vanguard would have been alongside both 
Carysfort and Harlequin in a quarter of an hour. Neither Barham nor 
any of the antique ships sailed against us on that occasion, which I am 
sorry for. 

" On our passage from Toulon to Mahon we had a trial off the wind 
with the whole squadron, viz. Princess Charlotte, Rodney, Vanguard* 
Barham, and ourselves, for all the others (including Harlequin,) were so 
far astern that we took no account of them. We (Carysfort) claim the 
advantage over all, Barham admits that we dropped her li point in the 
8 hours sail ; Vanguard denies our claim to having beaten her i of a point, 
but admits that she could not head us, I assure you I had no expecta> 
tion of being able to hold way with either off tJie wind, 

**0n my passage from Mahon to Barcelona, I fell in with Castor, S5 
miles from this anchorage. Off the wind, (that is, rather before the beam) 
Mve spared her the mainsail, fore-topmast, and top-gallant studding-sails' 
going from 7 to 8 knots, and had to back the mizen-topsail occasionally 
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to keep abaft the beam. As we approached the land the wind headed us 
off shore, and we had to work up to the anchorage. We tacked a cable's 
length on her lee beam, and in three-quarters of an hour passed on oppo^ 
site tacks more than a mile to windward of her. I suppose it is unneces- 
sary for me to say more of the Castor." 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



From an Admiiial to tlie Constructoh of Cleopatra. 

** A French brig of war lying at Rio Janeiro boldly challenged the 
Cleopatra to a trial of sailing, and they both worked out of that harbour 
against a sea breeze. In a beat of three miles the Frenchman was out- 
done by about li miles, to the disappointment of the French Admiral, 
who was (confident of success, and had furnished his countrymen with 
everydiing he could require." 



From the Captain of the Cleopatra to the Constructor. 

** H.M.S. Cleopatra, Rio de Janeiro, 

"March 3rd, 18;i6. 

" As I have now had more opportunities of judging of the ships 
sailing, I cannot allow this packet to go to England without sending you 
some account of her. 

" On our passage out, the only trial we had was in leaving Plymouth 
with the Pearl, the wind light, about a point free and a head swell, she 
wa* about two miles ahead of us, in a few hours we passed to windward 
of her in a manner to show that she was no match for us. We had also 
a chase after a beautiful Spanish slave schooner, near the Cape de Verd 
Islands, in which we all thought she did wonders ; but still as I maintain 
that a ship sails wonderfully when she is alone, and that one cannot judge 
from the log, therefore I was very glad when the admiral told me that he 
would take me oht with him off Cape Frio to give us a trial. Every 
person on board the Dublin making quite sure of beating us, as they say 
they had had the advantage of Rover. 
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" It is now five weeks since we sailed, and during most of that time 
we have been in company with her and have had opportunities of judging 
on every point ; but on a wind in a moderate breeze, we always lie at 
least a point nearer the wind, and then fore-reach, sparing our courses ; 
he frequently made my signal to overhaul Vessels, and in rejoining him 
from dead to leeward, I always found that we came up to him in an 
extraordinary way, and the stronger the breeze, the better it is for us. 

** Going free, our superiority is still greater ; the other day in 
running out of St. Catherines, he was under a great press of sail, that 
is to say, royals, topmast, top- gallant studding sails, and staysails, in a 
fresh breeze. We were under topsails and foresail, obliged every now 
and then to haul the latter up to keep our station ; again, three nights ago, 
in a heavy squall, going 10 knots under treble-reefed topsails lowered on 
the cap, we ran by him and out of sight in a very short time. I am con- 
vinced that the ship sails very well and is in good trim, the same as with 
which we first sailed. I don't go so much from the way in which we 
have beaten the Dublin, as from the manner in which we have come up 
with the numerous vessels we have chased ; one, an American brig, has 
given us a great name, as she had a reputation of sailing very well, but 
we overhauled her from being nearly hull down in two hours. 

*' We have been to day 6 months and 20 days in commission, out of 
which we. have 4 months and 7 days sea log, .and in all that time she has 
strained nothing and has had no defects. 

** The Sulphur has come in, wanting general caulking; we have not 
so much as a leak in one of our decks, in short I am delighted to be able 
to give you so good an account of her." 
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From the Captain of the Iris. 

" H.M.S. Iris, Plymouth Sound, 

" Monday, November l?7th. 

" The Fox, Rhadamanthus, and Iris sailed from Spithead on the 
19th, and encountered the same night a heavy gale of wind at die back 
of the Isle of Wight. Both the frigates were not quite prepared, we how- 
ever managed to regain the anchorage at St. Helens, whilst the Fox could 
not show her nose to the wind, and bore up for Dungeness. The next 
morning I got nearly one foot of my lower rigging, and made a second 
istart on Thursday night when the weather moderated a little ; 40 of my 
men being here, I was shorthanded, and 20 on board were on the sick listf 
so that I was obliged to work with few hands. 

** The old gale soon returned, and then I made up my mind for a 
beat, and got in here yesterday at 3 a.m. having thrashed along under 
reefed courses to treble reefed topsails, occasionally, also under storm 
sails. The ship behaved beautifully not straining a rope yarn, and as- 
tonished my young officers by her weatherly qualities ; ten knots under 
that sail. The weather was so thick that we did not know if we had 
cleared the Start when land appeared, and turned out to be Deadman, 
23 miles to windward of Plymouth. The admiral and every one here 
w^ere surprised to see us. 

*' My orders induced me to carry a heavy press of sail, and their 
was nothing else for it. My defects are small, only some upper works 
carried away. 
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From the Captain of the Iris. 



" H.M.S. Iris, at Sea, 

"July, 18th, 1844. 

*' I describe a trial of sailing with the French squadron I found in 
Singapore, consisting of the Sirene 52, Sabine 32, and Victorieuse 28. 
At a large dinner party at the Commodores, at which T was present, the 
decidedly expressed opinion of the French officers was, that. La Courte, 
Corvette (Iris) might have a chance with the Sabine and Victorieuse, but 
nothing could sail with the Sirene. 

" On the 16th of July the French squadron sailed with a steady 
fresh breeze at S.E , the Straits are 30 miles long, 10 broad, a fine clear 
place, and having rounded a rock mid -channel you go away to the north- 
ward into the China sea. 

'* Half an hour aflber they were all out, under all sail by the wind, I 
weighed, and when I was under the same sail, viz: — top-gallant sails, 
whole topsails, courses, jib, and spanker, the Sirene was 3 miles distant 
and 2 points on the weather bow, and the Corvettes were a couple of miles 
directly^ahead of me ; this was at 10 a.m., 20 minutes sailing convinced 
roe that the Corvettes were beaten, and at 1 1 a.m. I passed half-a-mile to 
windward of both of them. 

** At this hour Iris had also gained one mile on the Sirene, and 
had weathered a little, at noon, Sirene was a mile and a quarter in the 
wind's eye, when she tacked. Iris tacked when Sirene was abeam. At 
12-30 Sirene tacked again and tried her royals but could not carry them^ 
I fetched close under her lee quarter and tacked. The breeze now 
gradually freshened, and from this moment Iris steadily forereached and 
weathered also, the wind steady at the same point, and at 2 p.m.. Iris was 
<ni the weather beam of Sirene. At 3-30 the Sirene was one point abaft 
the Iris's lee beam. In short, nothing could be nibre satisfactory. At 
this time the Corvettes were hull down to leeward. 
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From the Commissioner of Halifax Ya^d. 

** Royal Yard, Halifax, 

"November, }SS6. 

** I avail myself of the opportunity by this packet, to send you a 
paragraph from a Grenada Paper which cannot fail to interest yon, ffs it 
shews thehigli opinion formed by the good Grenadians oh the fine quali-* 
ties of the *• Vestal " who, in sight of that island, and within eight Aiyi^ ' 
captured three slavers, which to judge of the others by one sent here, must 
be superior sailers ; she is a beautiful model, a regular clipper. Our 
friend Jones is much elated by his success, and well he may, I came here 
in the Vestal, being my third trip in her, and a more easy, comfortable 
ship there cannot be. The day after we left Bermuda, it blew as hard a 
gale of wind, with as tremendous a cross sea as has ever been experienced, 
but not a chain was lashed, and we had a short and most comfortable 
passage. A better sea^-boat or more comfortable easy ship does not 
exist. I am sorry that we were obliged to send Snake home, she is 
certainly a most beautiful model. Captain Burnett, who is now here, 
tells me that with the wind abeam, single- reefed topsails, carrying top- 
gallant sails and courses, Snake beat him under topsails.'' 



Frotn the Captain of the Vestal. 

** H.M.S Vestal, Simon's Bay, 

** September 11 th, 1844. 

" You have heard of our beating two pilot boats, Nos. 4 and 6, in 
going up to Sandy Hook. It is perfectly true, and created a great sensa« 
tion at New York. 
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" She walks along to the astonishment of every one 1 2-7 under 
royals, wind 2 points abafl the beam, 48i in 4 hours under same circum* 
stances, 272 in 24 hours without a struggle, under royals, wind the same* 
444 in 39 hours, wind the same, under top-gallant sails, double-reefed 
fore and mizen, and sing1e«reefed, main top-sails and fore top-mast- 
studding sail, wind abeam 13-6 and 13 for six successive hours, and yet 
I am told here the " Vestal " class can't sail ! ! ! 

" On our passage from Rio, to Monte Video, the Vestal, Curacoa, 
Racer, and Spider started together, were desired to make the best of 
their way. The ships arrived as follows : — 

Vestal — — 11- 15p.m. 30th, May. 

Racer — — 10- 15a.m. 31st, May. 

Curacoa — — 11-15a.m. 2nd, June. 

Spider — — 2-30p.m. 6th, June. 

You must bear in mind, that those 3 ships had been some time on 
the station and in the constant habit of making that passage, and 
expected to have the advantage over me^ in that way. Racer did 
best with us on a wind, in light winds and head swell she had the advan- 
tage, *but beating up the river under double-reefed topsails, she had not 
a chance." 



Ff 
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From the Captain op the Spartan to the Constructor, 

"H.M.S. Spartan, Pqrt Rq^rU 

<< Jamiaca« Feb. 4th 1844;« 

" Almost for the 6rst time we have had a good trial of the SpartaaiV 
sailing qualities. We left this ten days ago, with the Illnstrious and the 
Eurydice, and were joined the same day by the Inconstant; after whIA 
we cruised off the coast of Jamaica for a week, the Admiral making u» 
try the rate of sailing each day. For the first two days the wind was 
light, but afterwards blew afresh breeze, sometimes reducing us to double- 
reefed topsails and top-gallant sails. On every occasion the Spartan went 
to windward of the Eurydice, and only once was weathered by the 
Inconstant, and even that day we had beaten her from eight o'clock a.m. 
till three p.m., when ihe wind became partial, leaving us almost becalmed 
for some time, while she continued to keep up the breeze. Altogether the 
trial has been most satisfactory. 

** OfTthe wind we had several trials |vith the Eurydice, with the wind 
abafl the beam the latter generally beat us, but not much. With the 
wind abeam we had our trial, and sailed very equally ; we having a little 
the advantage. 

'* The Spartan was uncommonly easy against some nasty head sea, 
and never strained or carried away anything, except a flying jibboom and 
studding sail boom, although we had a good deal of sail occasially. The 
Inconstant had to bear up the fourth day, having sprung her bowsprit 
badly. 
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From the Commander op the Fantome. 

** H M.S. Fantome, Ascension, 

"November 26th, 1841. 

** The Fantome arriving here to refit Aflter a seven months cruise oft' 
the coast of Angola, it is with pleasure I cMi inform you she has proved 
herself every thing one can wish, and I think very fortunate in captmriiig 
sixteen slavers and 1,840 slaves. 

"On the 1st of May, 1841, I captured the Josephine, with two 
hundred and ninety slaves on board, after a twenty-four hours* chase and 
a run of two hundred and forty-one miles ; a brigantine of 150 tons, with 
a maintopsail, and said to be the fastest vessel out of the Havannah. She 
had been cleared out of Whydat by Lynx and Dolphin, and subsequently 
by Wolverine and Cygnet, but we much outsailed them. I was on my 
way from Ascension to the Congo. After having left the former place 
two days, we saw the vessel at half-past seven a.m., three points on the 
weather bow, hauling her wind from us. The Fantome had on board six 
months' provisions, and I feared trying on a wind. The slaver, manoeuvr- 
ring to find in which point I wished to chase, he bore up three points, 
which I immediately did also ; he then hauled up two points free ; we 
could see his fore-yard from the quarter-deck, and were under double- 
reefed topsails. I immediately shook out all reefs, set fore and main top- 
mast studding sails, main-royal and flying jib, and went eleven knots. I 
had only a second jib bent, as I split my jib the day previous into ribbands, 
and had only canvas on board to make another in lieu of the one I returned 
-at Ascension, there being none in store, so I may say 1 had no jib during 
the chase. At four p.m. the slaver cut away his anchors threw over- 
board his long gun, chain cables, boat, and took his wedges out, and sawed 
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through the gunwale. At sunset we could just see his main boom. At 
dark I caught him with my large day glass, there being, fortunately a 
moon. Fancying we were not nearing him at eight p.m. I knocked down 
my cabin bulkhead and cleared the after bread- room, putting all the 
bread into the forepart of the gun-room, and cleared out all the store 
rooms and side binns. The guns were all squared and run in. As soon 
as we saw him at one a.m., we took in the studding sails and main royal, 
and carried through a tremendous squall of wind and rain — a thing I 
should never have attempted in any other built vessel — and gallantly she 
went through it. The slaver lost all his ituddiiig sail, booms, and flying 
jib boom, and was very near lost; had to let fly everything. We lost 
sight of him for about half an hour, and found we had neared him very 
much. At 3 A.M. (the moon went down at Sttu dOs.) he bore up two points 
more, which I very fortunately saw him do, and continued in this course 
until daylight, when we were within gun shot. He lost sight of us whea 
the moon went down, and steered fbr a dark bank ; did not see us again 
tiH I sent a shot through his foresail. He stood nine or ten minutes 
before he hove to. I was rounding to him to give him a broadside lAkta 
they all run below. 
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From the Commahdee or the Gebciam to the Constrvctok. 

'* H.M.S. Grecian, off Rio Janerio. 

''February 11th, 1889. 

*'I have no doubl but you will he charmed to learn that this lovely 
veaad ran out to this port in 3^ days with the greatest ease, and I think 
had I tried to have made a quick passage that I could have done it in ^8, 
H}r I fitted her out, painted, &c. ^c.^ on the passage, sailing for a week 
together under one mil only. 

" We are now out upon a trial with Calliope, and it affords me the 
greatest satis&ction to inform you that I have in the trials we hav^ made 
just weathered upon her one mile dead to windward per hour (in 5 hours, 
6 miles dead in the wind's eye.) The Wizard a ten, not standing the least 
chance with either, and the Royalisti a Schooner Yatch, being beaten in 
the like ratio (nearly) with the Calliope. I find her very weatherly, and 
when sailed in trim, quite perfect. 

** She rolls deep, but easy, and does not in the least appear to strain 
any of the gear, and in a head-sea she dances over it buoyant as a cork. 
I assure you, Grecian is the talk of all the naval characters here, and the 
dread of the slavers. 



From the Commandse of the Gebcian to the Consteuctoe. 

''H.M.S. Grecian, 
"Off the Plate, returning to Rico from Falkland Islands. 

"September 1839. 

" I am just now on my way back to Rico in this charming vessel. 
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having been sent down to the Falklands, and as I have had a very bois* 
terous trip of it, I write merely to tell you how delighted I am with this 
beautiful brig. While we were at Buenos Ayres we had a most furious 
gale ; aU the vessels drifted, and Grecian likewise, but I found the stock 
of the best bower anchor broken short off, which accounted for her 
driving. There was a very nasty short sea, which made the other ships 
ride very uneasy, but this vessel rode like a duck, and was the admiration 
of all who saw her. 

" In running up the river, the pilot on board was amazed with her 
velocity, for actually with the yards fore and aft and the sails well lifting 
^he went for a continuance 10 knots 6 fathoms. On my passage down to 
the southward I had strong breezes from the S.W., and was obliged to 
carry a power of canvas on the brig to fetch the islands, which I just 
effected, and had a two days' beat up under reefed courses, close-reefed 
fore-topsail and treble-reefed main-topsail, with a close reefed boom- 
mainsail and a storm-jib. There was a great deal of sea up, and it was 
blowing a good fresh gale. I wanted to see what she was made of, and I 
found her perfect, going, under that sail, eight and six, and nine knots, 
with yards well up and lofty sails — of course slashing the spray fore and 
aft, but standing to her canvas splendidly, and this, too, under a great 
disadvantage, for we had only two months and a halfs provision on board, 
instead of having the proper quantity, four or six months', 

'* After I entered Berkeley Sound, I beat her up through the Narrows 
with the wind dead on end, and against a lee tide, and the channel In one 
part, for a considerable distance, is only 126 fathoms Wiie, To be brief* 
as much as I have seen of the Grecian I coh'sider her to be the nearest to 
perfection of any vessel that I have ever served on board. 

" I have not yet been obliged in any gale to heave-to for stress of 
weather, though I have reduced the canvas to the storm staysails, and I 
found her in bad weather, when thus reduced, quite dry and comfortable. 

*' In her pitching motion she is very quick ; but it must be a very 
heavy head sea and the brig hard pressed that will make her bring up 
with a sudden jerk. She generally falls very easy, and rises with great 
buoyancy. 

"Oct. 10. — Since writing the above, I have been scudding in a 
strong gale, with a tolerably high sea up, and t found her easier than any 
vessel I was ever on board under such circumstances. She does not go 
on with that hurried incessant roll that I have been used to m other 
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vessels, but runs along as upright as a swan, and only gives a roll whsn a 
heavy sea lifts her under the quarter. 

** If I were asked to make any alteration in the vessel, I should de- 
cidedly say none could be made for her improvement. When lying dead-* 
to, not extcdy dead-to, but drawing ahead a little, she is as dry as any 
vessel can possibly be under such circumstances." 

** You have heard of my having taken four slavers — Grecian is the 
terror of those engi^ed in this traffic here. 
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From the Commander of the Acorn to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Acorn, Simon's Bay, 

"June 10th, 1840. 

"I have delayed from time to time writing yon, until I could 
with safety report the qualities of the brig. The only vessel we met on 
our passage from England was a French 20-gun brig, which we sailed 
round and round. 

**^ We left this place for the Isle of France, with a very heavy gale 
aft, with a tremendous sea, and run ten days, during which time she never 
shipped a single drop of water, except the little from the ports. She was 
all this time under close reefed main-topsail and double reeled foresail. 
She bz^ beat the miy, by tbeii; own account, two milciB and a half in 
tluree hours and a half| dead to windward. On chasing a slaver, only 
courses up to wi94ward, we made but on^ tapk, going bodily to windwaJtd,* 
in three b(Ours« The^ first shqti cut ^way \iet jibstay and head of the sa^. 
The piisoD^rs then on- board tpld us she was considered the fastest vessel 
out of Rio. We beat her under topsails, going eight knots with a nice 
breeze, and she under a press of sail. Our trial with the Modeste was 
short, but we had the advantage on all points. 

" I experienced the heaviest gale I have ever been in a short time 
since in a Mozambique — I may say a perfect hurricane. We were only 
fifteen miles from the shore when it commenced. Our sails were blown 
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to pieces. I never net a finer tea boat, and her working was qaite per« 
feet She will stay as fast as the men can go from brace to brace. 

** I consider her, as fiur as I may be allowed to judge, perfect. She 
carries her long guns well, and I only wish we had four more. 

** Going eleven knots, coming into this place under top'^sails and top- 
gallant sails, in company with a fi^t American barque, which we passed 
as if at anchor, to see the result, I furled the top-gallant sails and double 
reefed the topsails, and found her go just the same. On this point I have 
made repeated trials, and find she likes low sail, which gives us the 
opportunity of keeping way with other ships with little sail, when diey 
are under all. We stow now six months* provisions of every kind, and 
fifly tons of water — not a thing on either deck." 



H.M.S. PILOT. 



From the Coxmandxr of the Pilot to the Constructoh. 

" H.M.S. PQot, Port Royal, 

"April 24th, 1839. 

** On my arrival here a few days ago I was astonished when the Captain 
of the Edinburgh, and others, told me of the infamous reports which had 
appeared respecting this brig. 

''No brig or ship I have yet met can get away from her, and I do 
not except the Pique. Snake has no chance whatever with roe. Comii^ 
from England to Bermuda I had the most dreadful weather, and had the 
Pilot not been a first-rate one, I never should have got out of Biscay Bay. 
I have sailed against every thing twenty-two inches by the sfeern, fiNir- 
teen feet four inches draught, and at any time a child mighi sieer ker.** 
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From the Commander of the Harlequin to the Constructor* 

*' H.M. Brig, Harlequin, Malta, 

"January 30th, 1837. 

" We left St. Helens on the 20th November, just before the heavy 
gales, which I see have done so much damage, came on. I find we were 
one of the few vessels that had not to put back, and indeed had only just 
cleared the land when a westerly gale began and continued with occasional 
lulls and shift, till the 29th, which day and on 28th, it blew very hard 
with a heavy sea. 

*^ During tbi^ time the behaviour of the brig was the admiration of 
every body on board, lying to perfectly dry, and so easy, that with our 
new rigging fitted, in cold and wet weather, she never straii^ed a, rppe 
yarn aloft, nor broke a tea cup below. Of her weatherly qualitiest.we may 
form an opinion when I say that on the night of the 28th, in the height 
of the gale while as close to the wind as we <!Ould l^e undef reefed main 
trypsail, fore stay-sail, and elose reefed main top-sail to steady her, and 
a pretty heavy sea, she continued to go a-head by the log S knots 6 
£Etthom8| and made it good with about two points lee way in- the reckon- 
ing. The only regret I lelt was that so many good qualities should be 
bestowed on 16-32 cwt. carronades, and am perfectly eonvmced that she 
could carry the 35 cwt. guns with ease. Our only damage in the gale was 
a plank of hammock netting stove in, and Harlequin's sword arm snapped 
off by the bobstays. 

" We soon had an opportunity of trying her with our neighbours, as, 
while lying at Malaga, Keppcl came off in the Childers. I had heard at 
Gibraltar that she was considered by far the fastest sloop now in the 

Gg 
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Mediterranean and the general impression seemed to be that we should 
have no chance with her. He not anchoring, it was about 2 hours af^er he 
had bore up with a light land wind under all sail, that I got under weigh, 
and on going to bed at 2 o'clock I set him about six miles a-head. At 7 
when I came on deck, we were within gun shot, and continued alongside 
of him, sparing lower studding sails, and other light sails, expecting an 
easterly wind to have a trial to windward. Accordingly in the afternoon 
we were taken a-back, and at 4 when the breeze had freshened up he 
tacked so close under my bows that I spoke him, and tacked on his 
weather quarter. We were under all plain sail, and going from 6 to 8 
knots, and at 5 o'clock (in one hour) we had brought him aft 2 points and 
weathered on him, one mile and a halfj at 8 o'clock he was on our lee 
quarter, his estimated distance 5 miles ; had the breeze continued we 
should have seen no more of him, as it was, he was nearly courses down to 
leeward in the morning. To prove that there was no mistake he tele- 
graphed before dark '' am perfectly satisfied," and I have since had both 
the 1st Lieutenant, and Master on board for 4 days for a passage from 
Barcelona to Malta, they both declared that we beat her *' like a coUier^** 
and were perfectly astonished at the way we went to windward. Their 
stay on board increased their admiration of the brig, and they told me 
from what they had seen of all the squadron there was nothing in the 
Mediterranean that we need fear sailing with. 

*' A few days afler parting company with Childers whilst standing in 
to Tarragona to communicate with the Orestes, we met her coming down 
before the wind, with a strong breeze, and all sail set. We bore up with 
her, and made sail to single reefed top-sails, top-gaHant sails, and fore-sai}, 
going about 10 knots ; finding we could not keep astern of her though 
sparing her two sails, we hauled up the fore- sail, and on the wind coming 
offshore she took in royals, and hauled her main tack on board, and kept 
a topmast studding sail on her. We then headed her so fast that we took 
in top-gallant sails, and then we continued for an hour or two till the wind 
fell light beating her under top-sails and jib, no boom mainsail. They 
appeared a good deal anoyed at Barcelona, said it was no credit to beat 
Orestesy but if we fell in with Childers ? 

" We left Malta for Tuni^, on the 5th January, the Favourite having 
sailed a few hours before, on leaving the harbour she bore from us right 
a-head N.E, by N. half courses down, the wind N. W. this was at 1 o'clock^ 
and at S having somewhat increased the distance, she taoked, but finding 
I suppose that she could not weaUier us, she tacked agaiiii and at 4 we 
lost sight of her E. by N.'* 
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From the Commander of the Harlequin. 

"February 19th, 1837. 

*' I must say that nothing 1 ever put my foot on board of, from fri- 
gates downwards, seems to me to possess so many good qualities, and it is 
impossible, that any vessel could have been dryer, and better in every 
way ; a pretty fair proof is, that we have been kept running ever since, 
never having had until now our anchor down for days together, and 
have never carried away or strained a rope yarn. As to sailing, after 
beating Serpent as we did, I felt pretty conndent that few others would 
give us much trouble, and what we have since seen of her proves that we 
have rather under than over rated her. 

** The Childers, crack brig in the Mediterranean, who I believe 
really did hold Columbine a tug, we beat a mile and a half, an hour dead 
to windward, and forereaching all the time on her. Orestes we ran away 
from under two topsails, and jib, but to my sorrow had no trial with 
Vanguard, although sent to cruize under her orders. Harlequin is 
making many converts to Syroonds. I took down the 1st. Lieutenants 
and Master of Childers, to Maha, upon a court martial, and who used to 
think their brig perfection ; they were quite astonished at this craft's 
performance, and confessed that we beat them like a collier.*' 



From the Captain of the Port at Gibraltar to the Constructor of 

Harlequin. 

•* Gibraltar, 

•• May 14th, 1837. 

** Captain Erskine speaks in the most unqualified terms of the Har- 
lequin, and requested me to tell you that he left Malaga to come here last 
week, in company with the United States frigate, United States. 

"At 5, a.m. the frigate was one point on her weather bow distant six 
miles, at noon, she was five points on her lee quarter about the same dis- 
tance, the wind having remained steady during the whole day. The 
Americans say that she may well be proud of beating them, as the United 
States, is the fastest ship ever built in America ; nevertheless, they say 
that they were out of trim, owing to being too deep, and that they would 
sail the brig for £1500, Upon hearing this, Erskine went on board with 
tne to take the bet, but nothing was said upon the subject. I should have 
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told you that the Harlequia had 20 tons of water out from forward, and 
Erskine considered her, therefore, much out of trim, there was a fresh 
single-reef topsail and top-gallant breeze." 



From the Commander of the Harlequin to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Harlequin, Barcelona, 

"April 10th 1838. 

" I thought it was useless to write to you until I had seen the Har- 
lequin tried against some other man-of-war, but having had two days trial 
with the Castor, and they acknowledge themselves to be completely 
beaten, I may as well send you the particulars. We sailed from Tarra- 
gona together on Wednesday last, for the purpose of trying rate of sailing, 
and we had also in company a French ten-gun brig, who was completely 
beaten by both vessels, and Harlequin sailed twice round her in about an 
hour, sparing her top-gallant sails. At a quarter before nine, when close 
on Castor's weather quarter, we made sail, and on making the first tack 
at noon, we were by the Captain of Castor's computation four miles off 
dead to windward, and our own calculation was the same, we were in- 
creasing our distance certainly, in the same proportion, until we kept away 
and ran down within half a mile on his weather quarter ; and about two 
o'clock he made the signal to steer east, and set royals and studding sails, 
which was also done by the Harlequin, who drew on Castor very much at 
first, but the wind very soon died away, and we can scarcely consider it 
a trial off the wind. During the forenoon we did not exceed six knots, 
and I should suppose our average was from 5 to 5i. It was nearly calm all 
day, and we were under easy sail until about ten o'clock next morning, 
when a breeze sprung up and both ships made sail on the starboard tack, 
we being at that time a little before the Castor's lee beam, and about half 
a mile from her. By noon we had crossed under her lee bow, and were 
upwards of two miles in the wind's eye still on the same tack, and both 
ships again passed the French brig, who had been making the best of the 
way to Barcelona, and was hull down to windward when seen in the 
morning about seven. During these two days trial, the Harlequin gene- 
rally weathered the Castor about a mile an hour, fore-reaching at least in 
proportion. The Captain of the Castor says, the Inconstant never beat him 
so uch on a wind, and it seems to be the general opinion on board the 
Castor that the Inconstant would be beaten by Harlequin. The Castor had a 
trial with the Wolverene, which seems to have been a draw battle, as 
sopae of the officers think they had the best of it, and others say they are 
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eqtml. I should think the Harlequin would beat tlie Castor on all points 
from two knots up to eleven, except in light winds, and a heavy swell 
when of course a lofty ship ought to beat any brig. I was on board the 
Harlequin last month when we met one of the heaviest gales I had 
ever seen in this country, and the Gulf of Lyons is well known for 
northerly gales. The main topsail was split to ribands, and she was 
brought under storm staysails for about 28 hours, but no vessel 
could behave better. On our return, we had to force her up to Cape 
Creux against a northerly gale, but she beat up most admirably 
under treble reefed topsails with a heavy head sea. I was at sea in the 
Harlequin when light, and more than usual by the stern, and notwith- 
standing the new discovery as to stowage, she certainly carried slack helm 
worked slower than usual, and altogether seemed quite a different vessel. 
As a furtherproof of this, and although all heavy-weights are rendered 
as much as possible from abafl, I have seen the stowing of the two afler 
guns forward have almost instant effect in springing her a-head, and her 
best trim wlien pretty deep is ten inches by the stern, and masts not much 
raked. Erskine has put on a light forecastle which improves her appear- 
ance wonderfully, and adds not a little to the men's comfort without at all 
impeding her sailing. It was very carefully put on, the whole only 
weighed 14 cwt. 3qrs. lib., although quite sufficient for all purposes. I 
think she is well stowed, and admirably sailed, and I should willingly 
back her against any squkre- rigged vessel in the service, as long as she 
can carry her top-gallant sails on a wind, and even afler that, I much doubt 
if any thing will weatlier or either interrupt sufficiently to do so. I have 
never seen her under canvass in any weather which could prevent her 
fighting her guns, and when beating in a heavy head sea, under treble 
reefed top-sails, and for a short time close reefed, she could have fought 
her guns with perfect ease the whole time. The Captain of Castor is de- 
lighted, and told me ** although at first very much prejudiced against the 
Surveyor's ships, I am now'^convinced there is nothing like them." 



H.M.S. DIDO. 



from the Captaik of the Dido to the Constructor. 

«*U.S. Club, 
"February 19tb, 1845. 

'* After three years and a half in your beautiful Dido, I cannot take 
leave of her without writing you a few lines to inform you how delighted 
I have been with her performances. 

'* During the time I was in India I believe she was more actively 
employed than other ships on the station, and under all circumstances 
both as to her sailing qualities in light winds or strong breezes, as well as 
to her roomy and excellent quarters, I consider her the most perfect 
man-of-war I ever was on board of. 

" She is weatherly to an extraordinary degree, I always found her 
best trim for all points of sailing, that as recommended by yourself, from 
six to ten inches by the stern ; I had opportunities of trying her in bad 
weather, and nothing could be easier. 

" Her stability under canvass I found to be such, that, although we 
had not a pig of ballast on board. I have known her to go 6 and 7 knots 
close hauled, when in my cabin you would not know from any inclination 
on which tack we were sailing. 

" I made one of the shortest passages home from the Cape, and 
never reefed topsails until off the Needles, in foggy weather, when I hauled 
in to make the land. 

" Owing to her space and comfort below, the physician of the fleet 
in China, Doctor Wilson, assured me that she was (judging from the 
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retarDS of sick) the most healthy ship out there, although J think that 
our men during the day were as much exposed to the sun and weather in 
boats as any ship on the station. 

** We have not fallen in with any sail that we have not beaten in a 
most extraordinary manner. In conclusion, I must congratulate you on 
having produced a class of vessels combining the greatest possible com- 
fort with all the capabilities of a perfect man-of-war, and I cannot say 
how sorry I was to read in the papers, on my arrival in England, the 
unfair abuse of a system of ship building, for the introduction of which 
I for one feel (and I think the whole country ought also) most grateful." 



H.M.S. SIREN. 



From the Lieutenant of the > Siren to his Brother. 

** H.M. Brig, Siren, Calcutta, 

" April ISth, 1843. 

'' The Siren is without eitception the finest brig I ever beheld, she 
carries 10 weeks water, and four months provisions for 125 men under 
hatches, works beautifully, always within ten points, and her eommon 
rate of sailing is 8| knots on a bowline. She has never strained a rope 
jam, and the running gear we now use is the same we rove m England 
18 months ago. The accommodation is splendid for a brig ; the quarters 
most roomy, and she carries her 25 cwt. guns without complaining in 
the least. As yet, we have not seen a man-of-war to try with except the 
Lily, at the Cape of Good Hope, and the difference between us was too 
ridiculous for comparison," 
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From the Commander of the Lily. 

•• H.M.S. Lily, Spithead, 

"March 25th, 1858. 

" 1 have just returned from a short trial craize witli " Modeate,*' 
and I beg to observe that, we both made all sail with the wind on the 
larboard quarter, steering S. by £. until S p.m. the " Modeste" in a run 
of six hours, had headed us three miles, I then came to the wind on the 
arboard tack (being well over on the French coast) under courses, top- 
sails, top-gallant sails, and fore and afl main-sail. At starting, I was on 
the " Modeste V lee quarter I should think at least a mile, it blew firesh 
with squalls which obliged me to take in top-gallant sails, and two reefs 
of the top-sails, " Modeste" trying to outcarry us ; in a short time, away 
went her jib-boom, and top-gallant sheets, she was then obliged to bear 
up. Before carrying away her jib-boom I had weathered, and foreached 
upon her considerably, she was then S or 4 miles astern when the accident 
took place. ** Modeste" has no chance whatever on a wind with the 
** Lily," nor do I think her much superior before it, even in our present 
trim, we are 8 inches too much by the stern, and next trial I hope to be 
able to say that on all points we beat *' Modeste.'* I then ran to leeward 
so as to place *' Modeste" on my weather beam, in one hour and five 
minutes she was on my lee beam about quarter of a mile, and the last time 
I saw her she was on our lee quarter, nearly out of sight." 
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From the Commander of the Wanderer. 

" H.M.S. Wanderer, Port Royal, 

"December 22nd, 1837. 

" I can now give you a pretty fair account of the qualities of this 
•loop, as I have since August experienced all kinds of weather. I find 
h«r in all weather, steer remarkably easy on a wind, in fine weather 
carrying her helm about 4 turn a weather. She certainly has not the fault 
of carrying a slack helm under any circumstances. In going before the 
wind in moderate weather, the wheel is frequently not moved in an hour ; 
blowing hard, and scudding in a heavy sea she steers very easy ; in fact 
she is altogether a remarkably 6ne vessel. I am just returned from the 
northward, and whenofFSancho Bank, Slst October and 1st November, I 

I 

experienced very severe weather, the wind shifting from E.N.E, to S. W. 
^d west, blowing at times a perfect hurricane, and from the frequent 
changes of the wind there was a broken and heavy sea. 1 found she pre- 
ferred low sail, and when I got her under reefed iijiain stay-sail, reefed 
main top-sail, and occasionally, as it moderated, the fore stay-sail, she was 
very easy, and although from the constant breaking of the sea, she shipped 
a good deal of water, she never strained a rope-yarn. I found the Spey 
(Packet) at Halifax, she having anchored an hour before us, and had 
been in the same gale. She suffered a good deal, having her bulwarks 
injured in a good many places. Rainbow, and Comus came in a few days 
afterwards, they had also suffered considerably. 



Hh 
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From the Lieut. Commander of the Dolphin to the CoNSTEVCTom. 

** H.M.S. Brigantine Dolphin, Ascension, 

*< December 14th, 1886. 

'* I beg to acquaint you that after five days* sailing together with th* 
Waterwitch that vessel was left without a leg to stand on, having been 
beaten considerably at all times, and at all points, and the last day she 
was seen hull down in ten hours. The Waterwitch is the only vessel I 
have had an opportunity of trying with, and she is reported to be the 
fastest vessel on the station, having sailed with, and beaten all of them. 

** I have come thus far after going the round of the Bights without 
a single accident, or straining a yarn, and without being greatly prejudiced 
in favour of the vessel I command, must say I never was in anything so 
easy. 

*'To her qualiOcations as a sea-boat Mr. Walker, the 2nd Master Atten- 
dant of Plymouth yard, who took a passage in her down Channel against 
the heavy gales of October will I think readily bear testimony. Her mastt 
are well secured with their present rake. She stands up well and does 
not appear to feel the weight of her guns, nor is there a single thing I 
should wish altered, with the exception of her fore courses, which have 
not drop enough by a whole reef, they were made before the foremast 
was raked, which throws the tack up.*' 



From the Lieut. Commander ov the Dolphin to the Construotoe. 

*'H.M. Brigantine Dolphin, Bight of Benin, 

••April 1st, 1837. 

** I have taken the liberty to send to you the result of a trial of Mil- 
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mg between this vessel, Columbine, and Waterwitch, together on a wind. 
My former report related principally to sailing with Waterwitch off the 
wind in November last, when I was on my way to the Cape, shewing the 
decided advantage 1 had over her on that point, and this I hope will be 
equally satis&ctory ** to windward.'* 

** On my first arrival at Princes, in February, a short trial took place 
with Columbine without any advantage on either side. I was then 
swamped with provisions having nine months* on board, and every breaker 
of water filled up. The present trial took place in the Bight of Benin 
yesterday, all hands making sure of a victory, and I believe all pretty 
well satisfied with their stowage; great preparations were made to beat 
the Dolphin. The race commenced shortly after 7 o'clock in the morning, 
and was continued till 7 bells in the forenoon ; making three tacks to 
windward, Columbine and Waterwitch sailing nearly alike, the Dolphin 
stepping out most gallantly in the ** wind's eye," keeping them nearly in 
the same line of bearing, and going steadily from them for the whole time, 
till the distance was increased to two miles, when the ''recall" was made ; 
average rate of sailing 5 knots. The time of the angles does not com- 
prisie the whole time of trial, the first was taken at eight o'clock, and the 
last at 15 minutes past eleven, but the result will show what was gained 
in the interval. 

" The commander-in-chief. Sir Patrick Campbell, inspected me at 
PrineeSy and expressed his high approbation of her order, fitness, <^c. and 
eaid, she was the only vessel he had seen so well adapted for the service 
intended. I think, 1 foot 10 inches by the stern is about her trim which 
is not far from the estimate when press of sail is allowed for. Her guns 
answer admirably, she does not feel their weight, and she is a real beauty 
not only in performance hut in looks. 

'* I suppose you have heard that she can do other things besides sail, 
<Mr rather by her sailings having been so fortunate as to capture a large 
•hipt a beautiful French built Corvette of 560 tons, and pierced for 18 
guns, with 700 slaves on board." 



HM.S. STROMBOLI 



From the Commander of the .Stromboli. 

" H.M. Steamer, " Stromboli," at sea, ofFGalita Isle, 

"September 1 6th, 1840. 

" You will be glad to hear that the Stromboli has exceeded the most 
sanguine expectations which I could have formed of her. Her speed in 
smooth water, and when drawing aft 15 feet, and forward 14 feet, is twelve 
knots, this with 595 marines in heavy marching order. I hope to get 15 
knots out of her as we lighten to, aft 13 feet 9 inches, forward 12 feet 3 
inches, which I conceive her best trim. We steered 7 knots against a 
heavy sea, and gale,which brought H.M.S. Inconstant (then in sight of our 
smoke) to close reefed fore and main top-sails, and mizen top-sail furled. 
We arrived at Gibraltar in six days, exclusive of 10 hours, we hove to after 
making the land over night. When straining against the gale the ship 
pitched remarkably easy, although necessarily she was rather wet forward, 
but nothing to speak of. Since leaving Gibraltar we have had a fresh 
gale, and heavy sea right aft. She scudded well, and rolled easy, not 
exceeding 7 degrees. The engines do the greatest credit to Mr. Napier, 
and are in goad order, the only deficiency is Maudsley*s brine pump for 
the boiler, which it is most important that every man-of-war steamer 
should be fitted with." 



H.MS COLUMBINE. 



From the Commandir or the Columbine to the Constructor. 

** H.M.S. Columbine, Bight of Benin, 

"April 15th, 1837. 

" I am anxious to tell you Columbine has been very successful since 
her return from the Cape, having taken three clippers, with 1183 slaves 
on board, all by superior sailing, none of them being nearer than 15 miles 
at starting. The brig sails exceedingly well, and has beat JVaterwitch 
on every point. The first time we met the Dolphin we had rather an ad- 
vantage over her, but on the 31st, ultimo she beat Water witch and Colum- 
bine better than a mile to the wind in four hours, the winds were unsteady 
and she started on our weather bow by which she gained at least a i of a 
mile ; she is in very fine order, and does her commjmder much credit* 
The same afternoon, Waterwitch and Columbine made sail within speech 
of each other at 2 o'clock, and at 4 she was { of a mile a point before the 
lee beam, and I dare say does not want to sail with us again. Both the 
Dolphin and her should sail round us, neither of them have a stock 
anchor, or hammock netting above the gunwale. If our upper works 
were as clear, nothing could sail with us to the wind. Off the wind we 
are very superior. We met our old competitor, Thalia, the other day, 
and spared her courses to the wind." 



H.M.S. DAPHNE. 



Prom the Captaik or thx Daphnx to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Daphne» in the Tagus, 

<'May 13th, 1839. 

** The Hastings sailed od Taesday, the 7th, Daphne and Espoir in 
company ; we had a light and fair hreeze till below St. Juliens ; spared 
both ships a most considerable quantity of muslin. The wind then headed 
us in the narrowest part of the channel ; Hastings under all plain sail, 
except royals ; Daphne under topsails and foresail, main-yard square till 
just before putting helm down, we had only one tack to make, and then 
bore up; Hastings and brig double-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
and foresail, Daphne topsails on cap and yawing to keep astern, very 
soon taken aback in a heavy squall from the N.N.E. close reefed 
on the starboard tack. In the afternoon more moderate ; shook out 
two reefs, and stood to westward all night ; found the ship both fore- 
reach and weather considerably on the Hastings, so much so, that under 
topsails and fore-top- mast staysail, we were, at 4 a.m., (from 12, at which 
time I placed her close on his weather quarter) at least 5 miles on liia 
weather bow ; I am sure we could always lay two points high<^, and the 
way in which, when we let her, she would creep up on his weather waa 
quite ridiculous, and sparing him much sail. 

" In the forenoon of Wednesday, we wore and stood to the N.E. ; 
on this tack we met a very nasty head sea, and wetted Madame Daphne's 
&ce considerably, but we did not appear to pitch more than the liner 
or the brig, and we went down as easy as a pendulum ; maintained our 
wtatherly qualities quite as much, and nearly so our fore-reaching, as w* 
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could always spare the Hastings either main coarse, or jib and spanker. 
I found out that she likes the two latter sails most particularly, springi 
under them like a racehorse to the spur. At one time, on shooting her 
up to the Hasting*s weather quarter, she went 9-6 against the head sea 
I have mentioned, without any inconvenience to herself or any lady.^ 



H.M.S. HELENA. 



From the Commandxr of the Hblxxa to the Cohstructos. 

^'H.M.S. Helena, Devonport, 

*'June 8th, 1844. 

** You will be glad to hear how Helena behaved on her maiden trip, 
and I can only say after three days* trial in almost every variety of wea* 
ther, that she seems to possess the most admirable qualities in every re- 
spect; stiff, easy, fast and not much wetter than the old first class sloops; 
we went out into a gale of wind on Monday evening, the 1st, and became 
gradually reduced to close-reefed topsails, close-reefed boom mainsail, 
and fore and main storm staysails, with a heavy sea, under which circum- 
stances she did not strain a rope-yarn ; I used the boom mainsail on this 
occasion, under the different reefs on purpose to try her, and to show it is 
the easiest sail to manage possible ; we left 3pithead seven inches by the 
stem, of course at present, crowded with baggage, very great nicety of 
trim, particularly as she behaves so well in present trim. I have let the 
jib-boom in 18 inches at present instead of your suggestion of the one spar, 
finding we should lose too much jib, and sail with five feet outside thejib** 
boom, and it is as well as any spar in the vessel ; the whole suit of tails 
stand to perfection." 
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From the Commander of the Sappho to the Constructor* 

" H.M.S. Sappho, Port Royal, 

" November 28th, 1857. 

*' Being assured that you must feel an interest in the result of any 
trial of the sailing qualities of the Sappho, but more especially so if the 
opponent were, what the world might consider worthy to be pitted agaifurt 
her. I avail myself of this opportunity to acquaint you that ftt last I have 
had the fortune to try her on all points of sailing, and in all weathers from 
light airs to strong breezes against the Champion, and that she hai* 
acquitted herself to admiration. 

'* The Sappho and Champion, both under orders to ptoceed to the 
southward from Bermuda, weighed, and made sail together from the an^^ 
chorage at Spanish Point on October the 28th, at 10 a.m., the wind light, 
and thou^ rather variable nearly dead against us, the water smooth as a 
mill»pond. At 4-15 p.m., we came to in Murray's Anchorage, preceding 
the Champion one hour and a half ; but I merely state this by way of 
beginning at the beginning, for although we had a decided advantage, tlie 
degrees was not easily ascertained, occasionally bearing up, or luffing,, as 
we were obliged to do to avoid the coral reefs ; moreover I must in honour 
confess that we were favoured by a slant of wind. On the SOth, we again 
got under weigh, and afler the pilots had left at half-past seven a.m., made 
sail, single reefed top-sails, top-gallant sails, and courses going from 6 to 
6jl knots, wind fresh with a head sea, the Sappho i a mile on Champion's 
lee beam. At 1-30 we tacked, at 2-10 we shortened sail and telegraphed 
to the Champion ^'acknowledge yourself beaten," the answer was "terribly" 
as indeed it was, we being 6 miles dead in the wind's eye of her. The 
gfneral opinion among my officers was, that the distance was from 7 to S 
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miles, bat that there might be no exaggeration I booked it 6 miles, the 
wind during the time not having varied i a point. 

** From the 28th, to the 7th instant, when we parted company about 
200 miles from Jamaica, we were running with a fair wind^ sometimes 
right aft, occasionally drawing forward to the beam, but in general on the 
quarter, the Champion under whole top-sails, royals, and studding sails 
alow, and aloft ; the Sappho generally with a reef in her topsails, some^ 
times hauling aft the main sheet, but except for a few hours, when from a 
divergence in the courses of the two vessels, the distance between them had 
considerably increased, we never set either royal or studding sails during 
the whole time we were together. 

'^ Before we parted, the Commander of Champion having come on 
board expressed his astonishment at what he called the witch like pranks 
of the Sappho, sometimes, said he, the Champions thought they were keep- 
ing away with us tolerably well, when suddenly without any apparent cause 
away the Sappho would start ahead. What was so mysterious to him ad- 
mitted of an easy solution, it was simply this, I soon saw that ours was so 
decided a case of superiority that I ceased in a measure to have the same 
interest I had felt at starting, and consequently when the people were oc- 
cupied about any work which I did not like to interrupt, the sails often re^ 
mained untrimmed in the partial shifts of wind, until the work was done 
on the decks about to be cleared before meals. 

" After the above statement, it may appear too like an anti-climax to 
say that I spared a teak built liner, Cornwallis, 13 sails, beating or at 
least holding way with her, under topsails when she was crowded with 
every stitch she could set before the wind. 

" It is now only for me to add, that I joined the Sappho unprejudiced, 
or if I had any bias it was rather against, than in favour of her, in so far 
that I expected to find her a fast vessel certainly, but also a most uneasy 
one, and one that would expend spars and tear her rigging to pieces, indeed 
sp persuaded was I of this, that I did not at first attempt to have a cot in 
my cabin, fearing as I expressed it to some of my friends at Plymouth 
that my head would be pitched through the aft bulkhead and my feet 
through the fore one. A cruize in the Gulph of St. Lawrence has long 
since convinced me of the fallacy of my original impressions. No vessel 
can strain her rigging less than she, and if it be objected to her that she 
is wet, as it has been frequently done in my hearing, my answer is 
always simply this, if in a head sea or blowing half a gale of wind by 
carrying a press of sail you drive a vessel through the green seas, some of 
tl|e spray must find its way on board, but reduce the sail, lay herto^ and 
she bows and walks over the seas in the easiest and most beautiful style." 

li 
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From the Commander of the Rover to the Constructor. 

** H M.S. Rover, Pernambuco, 

"June 7th. 

** I write these few lines to add my testimony, if you should deem it 
worth having, to the very superior qualities of the Rover over any ship 
I have ever served in. 

" I left England on the 13th of March, in a gale of wind, and had a 
succession of gales for 14 days, before I reached Madeira, during which 
time she proved herself particularly easy and remarkably dry^ much to 
my astonishment, having heard it foretold that I was never to expect a 
dry jacket. The only thing she requires is to be eased of head sail iB 
time ; she then becomes perfectly dry, and sails the &ster for it« As a 
proof that she is not a very uneasy ship, I have not carried away a rope-^ 
yarn since I left England, and T have on several occasions carried oHi to 
try what she would do. 

" The stability of the ship is something quite extraordinary. About 
lO days since, under double-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, close 
hauled, going 8 and 8i knots, I exercised fighting both sides with pow- 
der; the lee guns were not, for one moment, a matter of consideration, 
and it was not until the middle of the exercise that 1 began to think what 
other Corvette could do this.*' 



From the Commander of the Rover to the Constructor. 

** H.M.S. Rover, Valparasio, 

"December 18th, 1885. 

" I have delayed giving you an account of the Rover until I should 
have an opportunity of telling you how she behaved in doubling the *' far- 
famed Cape Horn." I can now do so with infinite satisfaction. 
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^^ ••! s&iled from Rio on the 14th of October last, perfectly crammed 
with stores and provisions for the squadron. The storekeeper at Rio 
informed me that I had got more in than any other ship had ever taken 
before. Besides my own four months' provisions, 1 had 55 casks of rum, 
as well as oatmeal, chocolate, and several smidl things stowed in the after 
hold. The fore and main holds full to the hatches ; on the lower deck, 
oak plank)«, ^-c, and on deck, spars, &c. In fact she was so deep, that 
looking at her in Rio Harbour, I fancied it would be impossible to keep a 
dry jacket in her. She was drawing 14-6 forward, and 15-<7i abaft. 

*' We went to sea, and from within one week after our leaving Rio, 
to within one week of our arriving at this place, we had a succession of 
very heavy gales of wind, and at times a most tremendous head sea. For 
18 days, at different periods, we were under close-reefed main topsail 
and trysails, and for some days under topsails alone ; and I can safely 
sUy I never was in any ship so dry and easy ; this i& the opinion of every 
one on board. I have often seen the watch walking the weather gang- 
way, when the ship has been under this sail, as unconcerned, as far as the 
feiir of gertting a wet jacket from her shipping water, as if we were on 
board a three decker. She did not ship one sea the whole of the passage. 
We Carried our quarter boats, one a six-oared gig, and a canoe hoisted 
up astern ; neither of them were touched. But what most surprised us 
was her weatherly qualities under that sail, for on no one occasion did 
she make a point and a half leeway. This was proved for several suc- 
cessive days by the reckoning. I had a long passage, and only arrived 
here yesterday. Five days out of which I was at the Falkland Islands. 
A French Corvette sailed 14 days before me, and only arrived here six 
days ago. Most of the merchant ships have been 70 and 80 days ; they 
all say that they have experienced worse weather this summer off Cape 
Horn than they ever did before. So I trust Rover has had a &ir trial.'* 



From the Commander of the Rover to the CoNSTRveroR. 

"H.M.S. Rover, Valparasio, 

"July 22nd, 1836. 

" We have just arrived here from Rio de Janeiro, after an exceedingly 
boisterous passage round Cape Horn in the depth of winter, and never 
was I more delighted, anil the whole of my officers likewise with a vessel. 
We have tried her in all sorts of weather, from a calm, with a heavy 
rolling sea, to as hard a gale as 1 ever witnetised, and worse seas, and nobly 
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has she behaved. We ran thirteen knots and a half off Cape Horn with a 
Jury main topmast, having previously in a very hard gale off the Falk- 
lands found our mainmast very badly sprung, which I attribute to the 
badness of the spar, it being close to a very ugly knot in the wood ; how- 
ever I am fishing it here and hope to make it as secure as ever. We 
have men on board who have been in the Rover since she was first com- 
missioned, and they say that they have never seen such weather, or the 
ship so much tried ; and the more she is so the better we all like her. 
In coming up the Coast off Cape Pillar under close reefed topsails and 
reefed courses, with a high sea on, we were goii^ 7 and 8 knots. I 
am sure one of the old 2S-gun ships, to one of which I belonged to three 
years, would not have been going five, and making perhaps with that three 
points leeway ; whereas we were scarcely making half a point. Every 
body on board is delighted with her. 

"They cry out about your vessels not stowing anything. We 
have room at present over our tanks to stow another tier, by which we 
could carry 80 tons, instead of 45, her present quantity ; and we can with 
the greatest ease take on board 9 months' provisions of every sort, except 
bread in the bread room, and we can stow 6 months' of that in it and 
put the remaining quantity in the af^er hold and spirit room in casks. 
Such is her non-stowage !!! 



ADDITIONAL OFFICIAL AND OTHER 
LETTERS AND EXTRACTS. 



H.MS. QUEEN. 



From the Captain of the Queen. 

<<H.M.S. Queen, Malta, 

"June 17th, 1842. 

" You will be astonished to hear that I am in acting command of 
the Queen, of which I am truly proud, especially since her last cruise, 
when she proved herself so very superior to all the rest of the squadron, 
even Vanguard ; we had no regular trial of sailing, but in order of sailing, 
the comparative quantity of canvass she is obliged to carry is a pretty clear 
proof of what ships can do ; one thing certain, which is, that as we light- 
ened we improved, which leads me to think that if 20 tons more ballast were 
taken out of her she would be even better ; we had a heavy gale during our 
cruise, and you have no idea how easy she is in both pitching and rolling. 
She works just like the little Columbine in moderate weather, I mean by 
that, her power of crawling up to windward athwart the hawses of other 
ships by merely twisting the yards well up and treating her like a child 
with her helm in point of delicacy." 



From the Commander of the Vanguard. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta, 

"June 20th, 1842. 

" I know you are at all times pleased to bear of any thing apper- 
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taining to the Vanguard, and in this instance I feel great pleasure not only 
in stating her continued superiority over all other ships, but to mention 
the very excellent qualities of another of the family, the Queen, indeed 
in every respect equal to the favorite Vanguard, taking the relative dif- 
ference into consideration between a vessel of two and three decks. I 
transcribe the answer given by Vanguard to Sir Edward Owen's order 
for the captains to report on their different ships, and also their opinion 
of the Queen. Although we had no regular trials, which we much regret, 
as there is still a loop-hole for bigotted cavillers to escape from, still the 
most prejudiced could not avoid seeing th6 decided advantage of your 
ships; we were 15 days out with a variety of winds, from close reefed 
main topsail to calm ; in moderate breezes the Queen, sparing courses to 
Howe and Impregnable, a course to Cambridge and Calcutta, not so 
much to Thunderer, who was decidedly the best afler those of your con- 
struction ; and the stability of the Queen, when occasionally under the same 
sail, apparent to the eye, (signal never made) being about one-half that 
of the three-deckers and eighty-fours. I think 30 tons more ballast 
out of her would be of advantage. Queen and Vanguard stayed 
when others frequently missed ; Thunderer and Calcutta slack in that 
particular, indeed all the eighty-fours are. The admiral is delighted 
with the sailing, and all else appertaining to Vanguard, which he fre- 
quently expresses ; oo going round under close reefed topsails and storm 
staysails he said Mf she goes round this time I shall be satisfied with 
her.' I trust the Vanguard may ever retain the name she still holds. 
The Master of the Fleet thinks his old ship rather to have improved than 
otherwise, indeed I have always considered this the finest two-decked 
sliip I ever tow or heard of, m every particular, and from what I have 
seen of the Queen, I have decidedly the same opinion of her as a three- 
«)eeked ship. I hope you do not consider these opinions too positive from 
one of my rank ; but 28 years constant employment makes one think he 
ought to be enabled to form a judgment. In this cruise, although with- 
out set trials in which I am convinced your shipift would have shewn still 
more, I must congratulate yoo as almost all the old officers, and all the 
young ones, whatever might have been their previous prejudices to the 
innovations so boldly and successfully worked out by yourself, have said 
tliat * seeing is believing ;' for the good of the service I belong to ; I 
hope that such opinions may conliniie." 
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From Admiral Sib Charlbs Paobt. 

'* Bellerophon, 

" September 18th. 

"I feel much pleasure in telling you that Vanguard is in every respect 
much improved by the further reduction of ballast, and that her superi- 
ority upon all points of sailing, since we last left Plymouth, has greatly 
distinguished her. 

" If Bellerophon and Pembroke may be considered, as I believe they 
fairly may be above the average in sailing of our ships of the line, 
I am persuaded the Vanguard will be found to be a clipper wherever she 
goes amongst others of the class. 

*' In short, I am in admiration of her, and though Bellerophon is 
not at her best, my friend, Captain Jackson, frankly admits Vanguards 
great superiority. 

'* Captain Bouverie informs me she is sailing only 3 or 4 inches by 
the stern ; certain it is, she has never before displayed her good qualities 
so much as since she has been in her present trim. 

*' I am equally delighted with her very little brother the Pantaloon, 
who has been making poor Scylla appear very low in the scale, com- 
paratively, 

** I have only a moment to write these few lines which I do with all 
my heart, first because they are true, and because they bestow my hum- 
ble meed of approbation, where it is so justly due.'* 
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From the Commander of the Vanguard. 

" H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta, 

" October 28th, 184^. 

'* Although arrived after a four months* pleasant trip to the Archi- 
pelago, Coast of Syria, Egypt, and Ionian Islands, still I wish Vanguard 
had been more with other ships to show her superiority. I think she does 
better than ever; at any rate, I shall be very satisfied if she keeps as she 
always has during the four years I have belonged to her. The Cambridge, 
a noted fast sailing ship, has been our companion during this tour, and in 
every instance, we have beat her in a most undeniable way, and bigotted, 
as all generally are to their ships, the captain and officers of Cambridge 
(knowing the superior sailing of that ship, when on the South American 
station) were more particularly so, but there is not now a dissentient voice 
on board her, of the great superiority shown by Vanguard, generally 
sparing mainsail or more, on a wind, and all studding sails, free, beating 
her easy. We had no regular trials, for the thing would have been abaurdt 
but more than once have made all sail together at daylight, and she has 
been scarcely visible from the deck at dusk, in a five or six knot breeze ; 
and in turning off Smyrna, in the Narrows by St. James' Castle, with light 
winds. Vanguard beat through, when Cambridge was compelled to anchor, 
and warped through, arriving at Vourla eighteen hours after us ; these 
things speak volumes in favour of your ships. We were a few hours in 
company with the Aigle, with light winds, she had no chance with us, 
and with the Howe, coming from Corfu, we positively drifted down here, 
having the main-topsail frequently to the mast half the day." 
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From the' Captain op the Vanguard. 



' **H.M.S. Vanguard, Malta, 

"January 27th, 1837. 



" I have to thank you for two letters received by the last packet, 
dated Nov. 1 8th and Dec. 29th ; one of these contained that precious 

document. Captain *s report of our trial of sailing on the 29th of 

Oct., which I have shown to several officers, and which has surprised 
them not a little. It has surprised me less than it otherwise might have 

done, as I heard Sir C. Paget say that Captain calculates that if 

there had been no change of wind the advantage of the Vanguard would 
have been next to nothing, or some such expression, — he,1n so expressing 
himself purposely avoided, as it appeared to me, to express that that was 
his own opinion ; and as he had never courted talking about the relative 
sailing of the ships, the conversation was not continued. I think I told 
you before that on that day to prevent any mistake about its being a chase 
to windward, I enquired', by signal, whether it was so, and was answered 
in the affirmative. What business then had the Inconstant to be at one 
time hull down on our lee bow ? I say the Inconstant only, though the 
Pique was in the same situation, owing to the captain's eagerness in taking 
the same direction as the Inconstant, with whom h.e wished to try his 
ship, instead of hugging the wind without reference to her, except as to 
getting to windward, which would I think have given him a more decided 
advantage. *' • = . 

'* All that they say about the advantage Hayes has gained, by m^kJLi\g 
the hull of his ship lighter, and by having succeeded at the expense of lighter 
guns, is very clear and convincing. I can well conceive yours is a diffi- 
cult and up hill task, but persevere, as you have hitherto done, undeterred 
by difficulties, and look for that, which I do not doubt your having ulti- 
mately — complete success. ^^ Magna est veritus^ et prevalibit.'* 

" I write now, though there is no immediate prospect of sending tliis 
letter, for I shall not send it by the Vernon on account of the length of 
time she is likely to be on her passage, but I write because there is no 
knowing how soon I may be separated from this noble ship, for the plan 
of which your country is, in my humble opinion, deeply indebted to yon. 
I do not know who my successor is to be, but I hope he may be some 
one whom you know and approve of, and who will do her justice. You 
will be sorry to learn that we have had no opportunity of trying 
with the Vernon, since we have been in the Mediterranean, even 

Kk 
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with the Harlequin, whose captain has been under my orders on 
the little service on which I have been lately employed, I mean a trip to 
Tunis. She was not ready to sail for 4 or 5 hours afler we left this place, 
and the Consul was not ready with his letters when we left Tunis to return 
here. She seems a very fine vessel, and to be well commanded ; but this 
ship seems to move most particularly well, 4 or 5 inches only by the stern, 
and drawing but little more than 23 feet, and I think you will be pleased 
to hear of the confidence we have in the ship in having worked through 
the Narrows yesterday morning, the wind being at S.W. or directly out 
of the harbour. We made four tacks ; the first from the starboard tack just 
without the point Ricasotri ; the third just within, and to windward of that 
point; the fourth immediately under the outer Barracca, and if there had 
been any of the boats of the squadron in attendance on us, we should not 
have had to let go our anchor but have made fast to the buoy at once, just 
below St. Angelo Castle. I think this would have puzzled our friends in 
the Rodney, or I am greatly mistaken. 

*' Looking over an old log book of mine, I found a record of the 
old Lancaster, to which I once belonged, which contrasts so remarkably 
with what is the case in this ship, that I am anxious to mention it to you. 

'^ The Lancaster had at onetime a weight of ballast, 261 tons of 
iron, and 231 of shingle, more than one-third of the measured tonnage of 
that ship, which was 1430. This ship has now quite as much ballast as 
is necessary, and that is not quite one thirty-seventh part of her measured 
tonnage. I did not think it would be desirable to reduce the ballast be- 
low what she now has, though there could not be the least risk 
in sailing her without any, and in such case she would be, not only 
not as crank as many other ships, but not crank at all. Reducing the 
quantity of ballast, was one of the methods I had recourse to, in order to 
improve the old W. Castle's sailing. I reduced her ballast from 180 to 
1 40 tons, and am satisfied that every ton taken out of her made her a bet- 
ter ship. I would that it may be my lot to try one of your three-deckers, 
the Victoria, one of these days, if you do not do so yourself. 

" With reference to what I have written above, about the Lancaster, 
had she had no more ballast than a due proportion to what is in this ship, 
she would only have had 39 tons ; on the other hand, had this ship a due 
proportion to what was in the Lancaster, she would have had on board 
896 tons. 
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'* It would do you good to see the ship now the masts are raking 
fairly and evenly with each other, and as much, or very nearly as much 
as we could wish ; the poop lowered a few inches, and ^s for paint and 
other matters of that kind, getting on as we could wish ; but above all the 
ship's moving would delight you." 



From the Captain of the Asia. 

'<H.M.S. Asia, off Malta, 

"July 3rd, 1137. 

'' Our trials have been few and short for want of steady breezes, for 
as soon as the ships spread, one or other makes signal *'lost the breeze.** 
I consider Asia to be more weatherly than Rodney, and am confident of 
beating her on a wind. Vanguard admits of no competition, I never saw 
anything like her.** 



H.M.S. VERNON. 



Report of the rate of saiHng of H,M, Ships Vernon^ Portland, and 

Endymon, 

From Captain Elliott to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" 13th March, 1835. 

" At 9. 20. A.M. Vernon, Portland, and Endymion made sail to try 
rate of sailing, per signal, fresh breezes, wind N.E., course S.S.W., Re- 
venge going nine knots. 

" At noon the Vernon was 10 miles ahead of the squadron, 5 miles 
ahead of the Portland, and 6 miles ahead of the Endymion. 

"15th March. — At 7. 15. a.m. the squadron made sail to try rate of 
sailing; moderate weather, wind N. by E. course W. byN., rate of Revenge, 
5 knots 4 fathoms. At 2 p.m. hove to per signal, at this time the Ver- 
non was ahead of the Revenge 14 miles, Canopus 12 miles, Thunderer 
Hi miles, Endymion Hi miles and Portland 11 J miles. 

" 16th March. — At 8 a.m. Portland, Vernon and Endymion made sail 
under double-reefed topsails, courses and top-gallant sails, on a wind, wind 
west, a fresh breeze. At noon Portland bore from Revenge, W.N.W. 
distance 7 miles, and Vernon bore from Revenge, N.W. by W, 11 miles, 
Endymion sprung her bowsprit, consequently shortened sail. 

"It appears tome on the different days of trial, that the Vernon beat 
the Portland off the wind, nearly two miles an hour, and on a wind one 
and a half mile an hour ; that the Portland beat the Endymion about a 
quarter of a mile an hour, both on and off the wind. 
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From Captain Montague to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" Malabar, at sea, 

"March 14th, 1835. 

** In reference to your telegraphic order of the 1 3th instant, desiring 
the fleet to observe, and report on the comparative superiority of the 
ships named in the margin, Portland, Vernon, Thunderer and Endymion, 
which were that day ordered to try their rate of sailing, I beg to state, that 
in the opinion of myself and oflScers, the Vernon had a decided superi- 
ority ; next, while she carried sail, it appeared to us, that the Thunderer 
had the advantage, the Portland third ; but as the Thunderer and Endy- 
mion did not carry an equal press of sail with the Vernon and Portland, it 
is not possible to say where they might have been placed, had they done 
so. I must conclude this report by observing, that our position and the 
haziness of the weather, were much against our forming an accurate 
judgment." 



From Captain Brown to the Commamder-in-Chief. 

" H.M.S. Caledonia, Salamis, 

'•March 12th, 1835. 

" In obedience to your general signal, made on the morning of the 
9th instant, at 9-15, directing the Captains of the ships of the squadron to 
give their opinion in writing, of the comparative rates of sailing, of 
H.M. Ships, Portland and Vernon, I beg to state that at 9-15 a.m. 
when the signal was made, the wind was about S.W. blowing strong and 
squally, and the squadron under double-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, 
courses, jib and spanker ; the Island of St. Georges de Arbara, bearing 
South, about seven or eight miles ; these two ships were then on the Cale- 
donia's weather beam, bearing S.S.W. about three miles, under single- 
reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, courses, jib and spanker ; the Portland 
apparently half a mile to windward of the other, they rapidly increased 
their distance from us a head, the Portland at first seemed to hold her way 
with Vernon, but in about half an hour, the Vernon headed her and wea- 
thered. At about 10-30, they tacked together to the S S.E, and on their 
crossing the squadron on the opposite tack, it was clear the Vernon had 
the advantage, but their distances was such, as to preclude the possibility 
of my judging to what extent, when the Portland sprung her fore topmast, 
which put an end to further trial." 
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From Captain Roberts to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" H.M.S. Endymion, at sea, 

March 9tli, 1835. 

" In compliance with your directions by signal, at 9-25 this forenoon, 
to observe particularly the result of trials between the frigates, and to 
give a written opinion of them, I beg to lay before you the result of my 
observation. 

" 9-25, Caledonia bearing S.E.jE. wind S.W., Vernon S^jE., Colum- 
bine S. and Portland S.JW. At 10 a.m. Vernon bore S.|W. and abreast 
of Portland, but to leeward of her. Columbine S.iW. and Portland south 
westerly. At 1 1, Vernon bore S. by W, westerly, Columbine S by W. and 
Portland S.^E. At 1 1-20 the Endymion tacked, which in a short time 
drew the three so far aft, that a further result could not be obtained. 

" When Vernon and Portland got on the same tack with Endymion, 
standing towards St. George's Island, the Vernon evidently weathered on 
Portland, but did not appear to head her much. 

"At 12 o'clock Vernon kept away, when she headed the Portland 
considerably, soon after, some accident befell the Portland, when she 
bore up ; the Vernon continued her course round the Island." 



From Captain Roberts, to the Commander-in-Chief. 

** H.M.S. Endymion, off Malta, 

"March 18th, 18S5. 

" In obedience to signal, at 9-40, on the 13th instant, to try Endy- 
mion's rate of sailing with the other frigates and to give an opinion there- 
on, I am to state that the Endymion's and Portland's sailing was so nearly 
alike, that when the signal of recall was made at 1-15, we were about 
9i cables' length from each other, Portland in the advance one cable's 
lengthy at this time Vernon was three miles a head. 

''The trial on the 14th, I could not venture to give an opinion upon, 
the wind was so very light and variable, that sometimes one ship had the 
advantage, and sometimes another. 

"The trial on the 15th was most conclusive as to the superiority of 
the Vernon over all other ships ; the signal to try rate of sailing, was 
made at 7-30, and when the signal to heave too was thrown out at 1-50, 
the Vernon was hull down a head, 7^ miles ; the Endymion and Portland 
were abeam of each other, the former forereaching on the latter. 
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" The trial on the 16th blowing a fresh breeze with some swell, the 
Endymion fore-reached on Vernon and Portland, particularly as the wind 
and sea increased, but they weathered considerably ; my observation on 
that occasion led me to think that the only chance Endymion could ever 
have of holding her own with the Vernon would be in a double-reefed 
topsail breeze and a head sea. I must here observe that on the several 
trials that took place, Vernon and Portland had a reef out of their sails 
more than Endymion ; Endymion's masts (the establishment) not being 
anything like stout enough to bear her sails with all the reefs out/' 



From Captain Price to the Commander-in-chief. /» 

" H.M.S. Portland, Salamis, 

" 10th March, 1835. 

" I have the honour to acquaint you that yesterday, in compliance 
with your signal to try rate of sailing with Vernon and Columbine, at 9.- 
25. A.M., wind W.S.W., course about N.W. Portland made sail on lar- 
board tack under courses, single-reefed topsails, top-gallant sails, jib, in- 
ner jib, and spanker, the Vernon with corresponding sail then bore N.W. 
i W. to leeward, about two cables* length ; Columbine bore N. } E. on 
the lee bow, distant about H mile. At 10-40 the Vernon seemed to lay 
up to windward, nearly a point more than Portland, and gradually fore- 
reached on us until she bore W. by N. } of a mile dead to windward, on wea- 
ther bow of Portland, as per diagram, Columbine then bearing N. ^ E. 
14 mile on our lee beam. At 10-50 Vernon bore W. by S. to windward. 
Columbine still on the lee beam. At 1 1 Vernon bore due W,, Columbine 
on Portland's lee beam nearly two miles, observed her tack and stand for 
the south point of St. George's Island; 11-30, Vernon and Portland 
tacked, Vernon then due west on weather bow, distant about } of a mile, 
Columbine bore S.E. | E. to leeward, Portland carried away her jib 
halliards and took in her mizen top-gallant sail. Set the jib. At 1 1-50, 
Vernon bore W.S.W i W. on Portland's weather quarter about 1 mile. 
At 12, the carpenter on the cap reported the fore -topmast split and open 
from the heel to the cap, lowered fore-topsail, hauled down jib and wore. 
Vernon kept on and rounded St. George's Island. Columbine not seen, 
from being the other side of the Island." 

'' Portland's rate of sailing during trial was from 9 to 9-2 and 10 
knots in the squalls, her heel over (per pendulum) was 7 to 10, and 11 
and 12 in squalls. Vernon's heel over (per signal) was 6® and Colum- 
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bine S° ; on running for Salamis at 4-50 p.m. Portland had all reef^ out, 
courses, topsails, top-gallant sails, royals, all jfbs, top-gallant staysails, and 
spanker set. Vernon boreN.E. by N. i N. to leeward with, single- reefed 
topsails, top-gallant sails, royals, top-gallant studding sails, all jibs and 
spanker. Columbine bore S . E. by S. a stern, with fore- yard canied away. 
At 5-3, Vernon bore E and at 6-50 Portland shortened sail and reefed 
topsails, Vernon then bore north right ahead, carrying on courses, top- 
sails« top-gallant sails, jib, and spanker. I further beg to remark that on 
leaving Vourla, the Portland's draught of water was forward, 18 feet 9 
inches, aft, 19ft. 10 in. and on removing six guns from a medium of 
60 feet abaft to 50 feet before the centre of the ships motion, her draught 
of water was forward, 18 ft. 10 in. aft, 19 ft. in. which I consider to 
be her best trim for sailing." 



From the Captain of the Vernon. 

" First cruize, at Sea. 

*' We have had another run on a wind, and beat Castor more than we 
did the day you were on board, and we carried a reef out more than any 
of the squadron. The following day we had a run before the wind, wbich 
was light, going six ; we beat!Castor in the day's run, they say a mile and a 
half; however, they are now quite cowed, and say * why who expected 
otherwise.' I filled twenty tons in the forehold and find her all the 
better for it." 



From the Captain of the Vernon. 

"First cruize, Sunday, at Sea. 

" Since you left us we have had another trial on a wind with Castor ; 
we carried a reef out more than her, and beat her still more than we did 
the day you left us ; as for Stag, she was shamefully beaten by Castor. 

" We have had a run before the wind, and again beat Castor, which 
I did not expect ; in both these trials, Castor had the advantage of the 
start ; they are quite cowed. Yesterday the ship quite astonished me, 
Sir Pulteney was accompanying the squadron ; Vernon wore like a jolly- 
boat, I never was in so handy a ship. Water-witch has left us, ^e was 
with us the day we tried Castor on a wind. On shaking our reefs out 
we got bothered, and the earing of the main top-gallant sail gave way, 
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which gave the Witch and Snake the advantage, but we were recovering 
our lost ground fast when the Witch hauled her courses up, and quitted 
us that day.*' 



From the Captain of the Vernon. 



"H.M.S. Vernon, North Sea, 

"November 22nd. 

" As you know the French admiral has hoisted his flag in a large 
frigate, I met them the other day, the admiral and his four frigates. At a 
quarter before two they were five miles and a half in the wind's eye of 
us, carrying single-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, water smooth ; I 
then made sail, and at twenty minutes after four fetched to windward of 
all of them, one of them, their best sailers, the Ariane ; she was launched 
since Vernon. 

** We have had another run with Castor, and appear to beat her 
more than before." 



From the Captain of the Vernon. 

"Tuesday, 11, a.m. Nortli Sea, Dutch Coast: 

" Vernon is indeed all you could wish. The Frenchmen were, as 
roost people are, surprised, and our sailing has astonished them. W« 
spared them two reefs, royals, and studding sails, and then went from 
them. Vernon's handiness has quite surprised the pilots ; we were rather 
jammed at weighing, but she was as handy as a cutter. They all say we 
are too long-legged for the Dutch coast in winter ; we must only look out 
sharp. I think there will be some slashing work when the dark nights 
come on. Yesterday it blew very hard and Castor was struck with 
lightning ; her mizen mast was struck, but no great damage done." 



From the Captain of the Vernon. 

" H.M.S. Vernon, at sea, 

"August 8th, 1834. 

*' You will perhaps recollect that we sailed in the President for Hali- 
fax, from Spithead, on the .^9th May, and after a stormy passage, ^we 

LI 
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arrived there on the 1st July. The Admiral was ndt ther^, but had 
orders for me to join him at Bermuda, where I found him on the 15*^ 
July, with his flagon board Vernon. On the 17th we changed ahipSy I 
never had been on board Vernon until then, and I never was more as- 
tonished in my life, to see the difference between the two ships. On the 2Srd 
July, I sailed again for Spithead, where I expect to arrive to-morrow, 
which will be a very quick passage. The Vernon is a splendid ship, sails 
and works like a jolly boat, and I do not fear but she will be made to 
answer your most sanguine expectations as well as my own ; I have 
no doubts about it, and nothing shall be wanting on my part to accomplish 
the object we have in view. 

"As a proof of her being an easy ship, the master took an 
azimuth at the time she was going 11 knots 6 fkthoms, a circum- 
stance never heard of before, and every way I have tried her, she 
is easy to a degree, and the only way that she has not been tried, is upon 
a wind in a head sea, and even there, I have no fear she is the finest ship 
in the world.'* 



From an Officer of the Vernon. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

"January 6th, 1835. 

" We arrived here on the drd all well, but unfortunately the packet 
came out of Port the same day, so that I fear you will not receive this 
for some time. After sailing from the Downs the second ticae, we beat 
down Channel with moderate weather until off the Lizard, when we en- 
countered a heavy gale from S.W., but we stuck to it under reef courses 
and topsails for 24 hours, when ip moderated and came to N»W.> from 
thus to calm, and then a fine breeze from N.E. carried its ^dugh the 
Bay and to Gibraltar, which we passed on the seventh day l^r leaving 
the Lizard. We have been three weeks all but two days on our passage 
from thence to Malta, having experienced nothing but foul winds and 
calms ; I do not think I ever made a more tedious passage. We are now 
completing provisions and stores and proceed to join the admiral in a day 
or two ; we hear that he is at Smyrna, but that seems very uncertain 
and I suppose we shall hav^ a wild goose chase after him. Every one 
seems delighted with the ship ; When we are Tbelow you can hardly tell 
which tack she is on, and the breezes we have been in clearly shows roe 
the fallacy of the numberless reports we hear about her ; we have been 
going 10 knots on a wind against a very heavy head nea, and from what 
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I have heard I was quite astonished to find her pitch so perfectly easy 
and dry ; in going across the Bay she was going in under treble-reef top- 
sail and courses with the wind abeam, and she lurched neither suddenly 
or heavily ; in short, as far as I am able to judge, I think her to be the 
most perfect man-of-war in the navy." 



From the Captain or the Verkok. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

••April 8th, 1835. 

" Yesterday when at the admiral's office the secretary was good 
enough to shew me Sir Josias Rowley's official letter that goes home to 
the Admiralty, with the reports of the different captains of the squadron, 
respecting the comparative sailing of the Vernon with the other ships that 
were selected to make trials with her. I can with truth assure you that 
the admiral, who at first rather appeared to think that there was nothing 
very extraordinary in the sailing of the Vernon, but, now that he has 
seen her in every situation on her trials, has become a perfect con- 
vert, and thinks no ship in the navy will or can sail with her. There are 
fourteen reports that go with this packet, and all I believe very favour- 
able. I hope that Captain Symonds may get hold of them and publish 
them to the world, so that every impartial man may see how he and his 
ships have been calumniated by a set of slanderers, who have neithei; 
honor nor principle in them. I shall, as far as lies in my power, While I 
command her, give her fair play, and by so doing I will fear nothing afloat 
either here or elsewhere, and I trust that from this indubitable and in- 
controvertable evidence, those persons who have hitherto been inimical 
to Symonds, will themselves become converts and see the evil of their 
former ways, and repent. 

•* I beg leave to add that the letter I wrote to you along with the 
copies of my reports go in the admiral's bag." 



From an Officer of H.M.S. Vernon. 

•* These trials are I suppose the most extraordinary instances of fast 
sailing that have ever been recorded ; those on the 9th and 15th March 
are truly astonishing. It is not merely the fast sailing of this wonderful 
specimen of naval architecture, that is the admiration of all who have wit- 
nessed her performances, but also the grace and ease werewith she accom- 
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plishes such noble feats ; while her handsome appearance as a «hip-of 
war, her capabilities of stowage and accommodation, her great stability and 
invaluable property of working off a lee shore, &c. are not among the 
least considerations with nautical men. Thus on the 9th and 15th of March, 
afler displaying her decided superiority over Portland on a wind, 
(which ship has hitherto been considered one of our best frigates) 
causing her to spring her fore- topmast, from her pitching and being 
over-pressed ; then after rounding the island of St. George, running down 
to Columbine shortening sail, &c., she under much less sail than either 
the Portland or the Fleet, over-takes the former in two hours and a half^ 
distance 10 miles^ and the latter in three hours and a halfy distance 14* mileSf 
and to conclude the scene, comes through a heavy squall which reduced 
the fleet to double-reef topsails, the Vernon with single-reefs and top- 
gallant sails inclining only 6 degrees. 

''On the 15th, the nearest ship, in 6i hours* trial, was 10 miles 
astern, and the admiral, by his own account, 21 miles; thus, had the 
trial continued until sunset, every ship would have been fairly out of 
sight. These are facts which no one can dispute, and although the Ver- 
non has not ultimately been so successful with Barham in light winds and 
smooth water, as might have been anticipated, owing to having greater 
weight of stores and provisions on board than Barham, she has most unques- 
tionably proved herself to be a far superior ship under every other circum- 
stance. The head sea so long and so much complained of by other offi- 
cers, we find no detriment to her sailing ; with ease she meets the uplifted 
wave and scornfully shoulders it away, while her opponent is fain to fol- 
low in the train of her more powerful antagonist." 



From Captain to the Constructor of the Vernon. 

" I have seen Sir T. Hardy, and all so far is well. I assure you 
I am so much rejoiced at the idea of treading the deck of the Vernon for 
a few months, that it is difficult for you to conceive. 

" I trust when decided on, that I may be allowed to co-operate with 
you in the manner of leading the running rigging on deck, as this is of 
the first consideration, when you reflect that it is necessary we should 
have nothing to undo, so when her bitts are about to be put in her, will 
you allow me to make some arrangements in the shears for leading, as I 
hope to break ground with my people knowing their places, that we may 
work well from the first*" 
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From the Captain of the Vernon. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, at Sea, 

••September 17, 1832. 

" In compliance with your directions to report to you my opinion of 
the qualities of H.M.S. Vernon under my command. 1 have to state that 
she stows infinitely better and more than I had anticipated ; she stands 
well up to her sail, better than any vessel I ever saw, and is the easiest 
ship I ever was at sea in, against a heavy head sea ; she sometimes pitched 
deep, but so very easy that not a rope yarn could be strained ; she rolls 
perfectly easy in working. She is the handiest ship T ever was in, and in 
wearing she quite surpassed my most sanguine expectations. Take the 
ship altogether I think her quite perfection. 

••There are some minor things in the fitting, that in my opinion, 
might and ought to be altered, such as her magazine, which is too con- 
fined, and requires some alteration, and had she two guns less on the 
quarter deck and forecastle, I think it would improve her. 

•' The gun carriages on both decks would bear lowering three inches, 
and by so doing would take weight off the upper works and make the 
gius more handy. As a roadster, we have had no experience. 

•• I shall forbear making any observations as to her sailing qualities, 
you having witnessed her superiority." 

From Lieutenant of the Vernon. 

"The Vernon, that you must see so much about in the papers, has 
acquitted herself in glorious style ; I never thought ship building could be 
brought to such perfection ; we can fight either side, let it blow as hard 
as it likes, and as to sailing, we astonish the whole fleet, which we beat in 
prime style, always leaving the fastest of them six or seven miles astern in 
six hours. The Caledonia, that we thought sailed very fairly when with 
the fleet, we runout of sight in seven hours on any point." 



From the Master of the Vernon. 

«« H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

"April 6th, 1835. 

" Knowing you feel a lively interest in everytliing connected with the 
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naval service, I thought you would like to know how Vernon behaved 
with the fleet in this quarter, and J think I cannot do better than give 
you extracts from the log on the several trials we have had, viz. — 



" On the 9th of February, our first trial took place with the following 
ships, Caledonia, Canopus, Thunderer, Edinburgh, Revenge, Malabar, 
Endymion, Tribune, and Childers sloop. 

*' At 8. 40, A.M. made all possible sail, per signal, wind right aft, and 
started from our station, the last ship in the starboard 4ine, and about 2 
miles astern of the flag, and one mile astern of Thunderer. At noon, 
Caledonia 7 miles astern, Thunderer 4 ; the latter being a long way ahead 
of the rest of the squadron. At 4, p.m. shortened sail, per signal, Thun- 
derer 7 or 8 miles astern ; or, beat her about one mile an hour. 

*' 10th of Feb. 8. 40, a.m. signal to try rate of sailing, steering E.S.E. 
with a firm quarterly breeze from S.W. Thunderer 2 miles ahead, Ver* 
non last ship, going from 10 to 12 knots, 4-20, signal to close admiral. 
Thunderer and Canopus 7 or 8 miles astern, Caledonia 10, Revenge 8 or 
9, Malabar 12, Edinburgh 12, Endymion 12, Tribune 9 or 10, Childers 
sloop lower yards down. 

'* 11th of Feb. off Cerigo, with a stnmg breeze close hauled ; shortly^ 
after admiral made signal to try rate of sailing, the Malabar carried away 
her bobstay, and signal was made to bear up and run to the northward of 
Cerigo, which we all very much regretted, for it was just the point of sail- 
ing the Vernon would have shewn herself, and convinced every one that 
she could do her work in a head sea and beat them all. 

"12th Feb. the wind E.S.E. steering to N.E. close hauled, going 
from 3 to 6 knots. 8-40 our signal to pass to leeward of Endymion, the 
last ship in the lee line ; ran to leeward of her at 9, fleet in chase ; in 
half an hour passed to windward of Endymion, and in one hour passed 
the Thunderer, the headmost ship of the weather line. At 4, p.m. signal 
to close admiral ; Childers 8 miles astern ; Tribune 6 ; Endymion 8 ; 
I'hunderer 9 ; the admiral and the rest of the squadron indistinctly visible 
astern ; the wind during this trial was light and wavering, from S.E. to 
E.S.E. Anchored at Vourla on the 14th, and on our passage back had 
the following trials with Portland and one of the Vernon family, Colum- 
bine ; the Tribune and Childers left at Smyrna ; the rest of the fleet as 
befQre. 

*< 9th March, 8*40 a«m. adoiira) made signal for frigates and rioop 
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to dose. 9-25 started^ Portland half a mile on our weather beam, Colum* 
bine about the same distaiice on our lee beam, Endymion declined trying, 
wind fresh from S.W. with a short sea on, close hauled, going from 9 to 
10 knots under single-reefed topsails, top- gallant sails, jib Mid driver. 
At 10 crossed under the Portland's bows, dead to windward of her; sig- 
nal from the admiral to pass to windward of St. George's Island, round- 
ing it to the southward, and join him at Salanis Bay. • 11-30, tacked 
finding we could weather the Island, then about one mile and a half dead 
to windward of Portland. The brig had tacked before, with tbe inten- 
tion of passing round the leeward side of the Island, finding Vernon dropt 
her. 13-15, Portland made signal, **her fore-topmast was sprung," and bore 
up to join the admiral, without going round St. George's Island. 12-30, 
rounded the Island and hauled up to the northward ; observed Colum- 
bine to leeward, with fore-yards gone in the slings, shortened sail and 
spoke her ; made sail again, standing to the northward, observed Port- 
land under all sail. 2-50, passed the Portland. At 4, passed the admiral, 
Portland two miles and a half astern ; anchored at Salanis the same time 
as Canopus, the headmost ship of the fleet, to the surprise of the fleet, 
notwithstanding we lost half an hour's run, by not tacking sooner off St, 
George's Island, for when we tacked to go round it, we had to keep away 
one point and a half from the wind. This would have been a proud day 
for Captain Symonds, had he witnessed it, for the Portland is deci- 
dedly a clipper of her class. 

''13th, Wind right aft, blowing fresh with a short sea on, and as 
much sail as we could carry, top-gallant-sails, single-reefed topsails, two 
fore lower studding sails, steering S.S.E. for the south end of Cerigo. 
Wind N.N.W. Portland and Endymion On our starboard beam, bearing 
N.W. by N. the former half a mile, the latter one mile ; Thunderer about 
one cable's length on our larboard beam. 9, started, 1 1 -45 split both 
main-topmast, studding sails. In all studding sails. 



From an Officer of the Vernon. 

"H.M.S. Vernon, Malta, 

"April 6th, 1835. 

** You asked me to give you a true and impartial account of the Ver- 
non, I do it free from all prejudice or bias : I think I had better tell you 
what we have done since we left the Downs. The first time we started, 
we had a very strong beating wind with a head sea, 'We had beat up past 



280 H.M.S. VERNON. . 

Dtingeness, when, it coming on to blow a gale^ and die narrow passage 
between this and the French Coast, the Captain determined to bear up 
for the Downs. We remained here another day, when it having in some 
degree moderated, we again got under weigh ; we had a very strong 
beating wind with a head sea for three days ; whatever doubts may have 
been entertained before this of her qualities when blowing hard and a head 
sea, (from the f\ilse assertions made in some of the papers, by some pre- 
judiced or interested people,) they are now entirely done away with. 
They say she is a very wet and uneasy ship ; I say she is not ; she wets 
her forecastle a little when it blows fresh I allow, but what ships, espe- 
cially fast sailing ships, do not ; then, as for her being uneasy, she cer- 
tainly pitches rather deep, but so very easy that one can scarcely feel it. 
After we got clear of the Channel, we had nothing but light contrary 
winds most of the way to Malta, in consequence of which, we were from 
December 3rd, to January 3rd going out. When we arrived at Malta, 
we found that the fleet was at Vourla ; we were to have sailed to 
join them, but the Childers having arrived, with the news of the 
fleet being on their passage down, we remained here for them ; they ar- 
rived on the 18th January, after they received pratique; we were visited 
by most of the officers, and much admired. The Thunderer beat the 
whole of the fleet coming down, (Columbine excepted,) and from what 
they had read of the Vernon, expected to treat her in the same manner. 
Although we said but little, we were very sanguine of success, and wished 
much for an early opportunity of deciding it. It took place sooner than 
we expected, by the arrival of the Tribune, from Smyrna, with the news 
that the Sultan had thought proper to behead about 250 of his loving 
subjects, and that our ambassador requested the fleet's presence at Vourla 
as soon as possible ; accordingly all the fleet sailed on the 8th February, 
on the 9th, about 9 a.m. the signal was made " try rate of sailing," the 
wind nearly aft, and a 7 knot breeze ; in one hour, from being the stern- 
most ship of the line, we were ahead of the whole of them, and in seven 
hours run, we beat the Caledonia 13 miles. But the next day we beat 
them more, it was a good fresh breeze with the wind abeam, or a little 
before it. After a run of seven hours and twenty minutes, we beat the 
Caledonia 15 miles, Thunderer 8, Canopus 8, Revenge 10|, Malabar 13i, 
Endymion 13, Tribune lOi, Childers 16, Edinburgh liSi miles ; besides 
which, we are the stiflest, and can outcarry the whole of them, This I 
think is as much as can be expected from one of Symonds's ^* failures.** 

'< We had a trial on a v/md, the next day, but it was a very light 
wind, we forereached and weathered on the whole of them. In light 
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vtnds, elose hauled, the Cliilden is next to the Vernon, but unfortunately 
the Cotumbine was not with u% having been sent on before with despatches. 
When we arrived at Vourla, the Admiral and every one acknowledged our 
superiority. As everything remained quiet at Constantinople, the fleet 
again weighed from Vout la Bay, consisting of the Caledonia, Thunderer, 
Edinburgh, Canopus, Revenge, Malabar, Vernon, Sndymion, Portland, 
Columbine and Medea. On the 9th, at nine o'clock* we were ordered 
to dose with the Portland and Columbine. At 2-20, the Portland being 
half a mile in the wind's eye of us, and Columbine half a mile on our lee 
beam, the signal was made to>try rate of sailing, and beat to windward 
round St. George's Island, (which was about 15 miles to windward,) and 
theti close with the admiral. In 40 minutes we crossed the Portland's 
bows, our taffrail passing Within 20 yards of her flying jib-boom* At 1 J< 
80, when we tacked to pass to windward of St. George's Island, we bare 
one cdile and a quainter, right in the wind's eye of her ; we could but just 
carry single-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, Und we were going, a 
great part of the' time, ten and three-quarter miles an hour, within five 
points of the wind. At 10 mkiutes before 12, the admiral bore upv and 
made signal for the fleet to anchor in the Bay of Salamis as soon as con*- 
venient. At 12-10, p.m. the Portland made signal that she had sprung 
her fore«topmast, and bore up ; the Columbine having carried her fore* 
yard away, bore up also. At 12-80, we bore up round St. George's Is-* 
land, having passed to windward of it ; we experienced some very heavyf 
squalls, so that I am not surprised at Columbine carrying her fore yard 
away, or Po^rtland springing her fore-topmast. Although wh^ we bore 
up, most of the ships were six, eight and ten miles ahead, we passed the. 
whole of them, and anchored the second ship in Salamis Bay, two minutea* 
after the Canopus, The Portland sails remarkably well for one of the 
old class of ships, in fact, if none of Captain Symonds's ships were up 
here, she would be the crack ship of the. station* In. strong breeaes,^ w#i 
beat the Columbine, but we have had no opportunity to try her in. light, 
winds, neither shaU we for some time, for she is to go to Malta withouit. 
tht fleec Symonds's " Bathing Maakimfi'' never proved their superiority I 
inout carrying other ships, so much as when running into Salamis ; avery^ 
heavy squall came on, which obliged all the other ahi^ to take in their topr 
gallant sails, and most of them to lower their topsails and reef them, 
while the Vernon and Columbine carried single-reefed topsails and top- 
gallant sails right through it. Now for our stowage, which is a very 
great qualification in a man of war ; we stow six months' provisions under 
hatches easily, nine months' mm in the spirit room, eight hundred bags of 
bread in the brMdiroom^and two hundred and fifty three tons of water. 

Mm 
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Can the opponents of the surveyor name any other frigate in llie aenrice 
that can do this ? No, they cannot, and yet with all these well-known 
&cts, they have the audacity to assert, week after week, that we are atolal 
failure, without being able to bring forward a single hct to substantiate 
it. It may be that Captain Symonds's ships cost more in building than 
other ships of the same class, because they are so much larger ; but does 
not the comfort and health of the officers and ship's company counter* 
balance this, for it stands to reason, the less people are crowded in a ship» 
the more comfortable and healthy they must be. We sailed from Salamis 
at one in the morning, on the Idth for Malta, having received pratique 
the day previous, there were only the six line-of-battle ships, aad Vemoiiy 
Portland and Endymion ; after we all got out of the Bay, the signal was 
made, " try rate of sailing," with Thunderer, Portland and Endymion, a 
strong breese right aft ; but in consequence of trimming ship, in hopes of 
sailing better, we only beat, in a four hours run, the Portland and Endy- 
mion three miles, and Thunderer five miles. 

** On the 15th, at 6-45 a*m. a,general signal was made, '* try rate of 
sailing," we were then abreast of the admiral, with Endymion a little on 
the bow, Portland on the quarter, and all the line-of-battle ships in dose 
order when we started ; it was a fine day, the wind before the beam and 
a seven or eight knot breeze for us ; after a run of seven hours, the sig^ 
nal was made to ** heave to," we were then about twelve miles ahei^ of 
the Portland, Endymion, Thunderer and Canopus, the remainder of the 
squadron were scarcely visible astern. If we had been allowed tp run 
on half an hour longer, we should have been out of signal distance, for it 
was with difficulty we made it out then, although all the headmost ships 
repeated it. It is impossible to say accurately, how much we beat each 
ship, but I can say how much each ship was below the horizon, after a 
run of seven hours, as seen from our taffirail ; Caledonia, head of topsails 
just visible ; Malabar, half topsails down ; Portland, rather more than 
hull down ; Endymion, foot of courses and wash ; Thunderer, hull down; 
Revenge, lower yards down ; Canopus, hull down ; and Edinburgh lower 
yards down. Had I not seen this myself I should have thought it almost 
impossible for one ship, in such a steady breeze, to beat a whole fast* 
sailing squadron such an immense distance, in so short a time ; but I can 
easily account for our beating them so much more to day than, formerly, 
for before this, we have had guns aft from forward, and the watch under 
the half deck, but to day everything remained in its proper place, as 
Captain Symonds intended it sho|ild, when he gave the trim of this ship. 
I must here bear witness to the fair and honoaiable manner in which Iha 
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admiral has acted in the late trials ; to day he made all the ships heave-to 
together, and sent the Revenge ahead to measure the distance between 
each ship ; and all the captains are to send their written opinions of the 
trials to the admiral. Although we only had a seven hour's run, we 
were lying-to more than four hours before the Admiral came up with us, 
so that it took the greater part of the fleet eleven hours to run over the 
same ground that we did in seven hours. On the 1 6th of March at B-20 
ku the signal was made for frigates " to try rate of sailing," we were on 
a wind with a fresh breese from the westward, the Endymion being, 
when we started, a quarter of a mile on the weather bow, and Pordand 
three quarters of a mile on the weather beam ; Endymion and Vernon had 
•ingle-reefed topsails and top-gallant sails ; Portland aD reeft out of her 
lopsaik and top-gallant sails ; at 8-50, the Endymion was a cable'tt length 
astern. At 9, Portland was a cable's length in our wake. At 11, Endy- 
mion shortened sail, and made signal that she had sprung her bowsprit, 
she was then three miles and a half on our lea beam, at the liame 
time the Portland took a reef in her topsails. At 1-20, we tacked, 
per signal, and passed three miles and three quarters to windward of 
Portland, and then bore up, to dose the admiral, so by this in five hours 
we beat one of our fastest sailing frigates four miles and three quarters 
dead to windward* After sunset it came on to blow very fresh, and a 
head sea getting up, we treble-reefed the topsails. Portland and Ver- 
non kept abreast of each other all night, on the weather beam of the 
admiral, but we spared die line-of-battle ships courses, and Portland 
foresail. 

** As the wind lasted till the morning, we were very anxious to try 
again with Portland, there being a head sea and blowing hard, as some of 
them still think that the Portland will hold a tug with us on this point of 
sailing. But at 8 o'clock the admiral made the signal for Portland and 
Vernon (Endymion having sprung her bowsprit, made the best of her 
way to Malta), to run down 7 miles to leeward of him, and then beat up 
to our station ; but just as we hauled on a wind, it fell very light, so that 
when we got in our station, we had only beat her three-quarters of a mile 
to windward : but I should think our sparing her a foresail all night, was 
quite sufficient proof that we could beat her on this point of sailing, as 
well as all others. 

''On the 18th of March, at 9-10. a.m. the Vernon and Portland 
were ordered to try rate of sailing, and make Malta, we were abreast of 
the admiral when we started ; at 20 minutes past 3 in the afternoon, we 
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were close to the harbour's mouth, the Portland was then 9 miles aatem, 
the Malabar out of sight, and the remainder half topsails down. We 
could have been in harbour befdre 4 o'clock hi the afternoon) iMit in con-* 
sequence of having to wait for the squadron and take omr tutu, we did 
not get in before noon the next dby. Th6 admiral expresseih himself 
highly pleased with the Vernon, and says he could not haVe believed, un- 
less he had seen it himself, that on^ man could build ships so fkr superior 
to all others in eH^ery point, as Captain Symdnds' ships evidently are to 
all the old class of vessels. All the captains have sent in their written 
opinions of the Y^non, which, with the admiral's, will be forwarded to 
the Admiralty; Enough of the ship, for I am afraid that I am getting 
tiresome ; the rWidn t^at I' have ventured to be so very explicit is, that 
I know you take a deep ihterest in this ship, owing to so many contra- 
dictory reports being spresld bbout her. I like this station very mtM^, 
as you always said I'^hdutd, and this is the ship I would sooner belong to, 
than any other in the ileifvice, although she is such a ' dangenms ' vessel. 
You must have perceived thut I am become a regular Symbtidian ; so 
must every unprejiidiifeed person be that has served in any of his sbipa. t 
should like for you' to take a cruize with us, ydu would be quite delighted 
with ui^ the Only objection to us is, that it spoils a person for any otbeir 
ship.*' 



•*H.M.S; Vernofi, 

"February 6th, 1835. 

" You say you wish to hear the true account of our trial with the 
Barham ; well, I suppose I must tell you, although it is much against my 
inclination, for it is so different firom our trials with the Portland, &c. 
We have had a great many trials off Malta, the Revenge acting as umpire ; 
but they have all proved so unsatisfactory, that Captain Elliott declined' 
giving his opinion as to which ship ^ewed the superiority ; the admiral 
did the same, so that the reports from each ship are sent to the Admiralty 
for their decision. Of course, as the umpire declines giving his <^pinionj 
the Admiralty will not take upon therasdves to do it, so that all beta moat 
be withdrawn. We were so confident of beating the Barham when we 
left Malta, that in consequence of their having boasted that ^y beat oa 
off Zante, we offered to take any bets on the approaching trials to the 
amount of £200 ; only one bet was however accepted, which was It quar- 
terly bill between the pursers of the Barham and Vernon, aad which is 
not yet settled. 
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" In light winds with royals set, the Barham beat the Verncm, but 
in fresh breezes the Vernon beats the Barham. The Vernon can carry 
sail longer than the Barham, and is a much easier ship in a sea. You will 
naturally say if this is the case, how can there be any doubt as to which 
is the superior ship ? Nearly all the time we were out light winds pre- 
vailed, so that the majority of trials were in ihe Barham 's favour ; although 
the superior 'point was in our favour. But it is all staff talking about the 
Barham beating the Vernon ; let the Vernon be in the same trim as she 
was when she sailed with the Portland, and the Barham will not do a bit 
more with her than that ship did ; indeed,! would bet my existence, that 
in frteh breezes on a wind, the Portland wiU beat the Barham • for the 
moitt we were on a wind with the Barham, (and then we were beating her) 
was 9i knots ; whereas, when we tried with the Portland, under the. same 
sail, we were going 10}. The greatest proof of our being oul^of trim, is 
that now we only beat the Revenge half a mile in the same tinie that we 
used to beat her 10 or 12 miles. The Revenge has certainly improved in 
h^r sailing, but not near to that extent. However we have at last arrived 
at what some people appear to consider the height of perfection^ a dry 
forecastle. Deuce take a dry forecastle I say ; let her slip through the 
water as she once did, the admiration and wonder of all who beheld her, 
and she may wet the lower deck for all I care, or I believe any one else 
inside of her, expect the mate of the lower deck, • • ♦ • But our 
fame is now so firmly established that it is not a thing of this kind will 
shake it in a hurry. Captain Symonds said, when he heard of these trials, 
that he did not care a pin about it, for he was quite convinced that if his 
ships were handled as well as his opponents, they would always beat 
them." 



The following statement was published by the Captain and Officers of 
H.M.S. Vernon, in refutation of the false reports thai had been ctrcii- 
lated to the prejudice of this ship : — 

"THE VERNON FRIGATE." 

"The officers of the Vernon having observed that various erroneous 
statements have gone abroad respecting her qualities, consider it a duty 
that they owe their country, to disabuse the public mind of the prejudices 
thereby created ; they, therefore, beg leave to state, thatafler nearly three 
yeses' trial of that magnificient ship, they consider her a perfect man-of- 
war, in every respect, affording ample room to stow her provisions, berth 
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her crew, and fight her guns, under all circumstances ; besides being a 
remarkably fast-sailing and easy ship. 

''Let any unprejudiced person examine her standing rigging (now 
in Sheerness dock-yard) that has been over her mast-heads for nearly 
five years, and judge for themselves. 

" In respect to her expenses, they assert without the fear of contra- 
diction, that they have been less during this commission than those of any 
ship of her class on the Mediterranean station ; and they hope that every 
lover of his country, and friend to the wooden walls of Old England* 
will join them in wishing to see many such ships in H.M. service ; there 
will then be no difficulty in bringing an enemy's fleet to action, in the 
event of a war. 



John M'Keelis, Captain 
CoLsoN J'estinGi First Lieut. 
Edmund Wilson, Second Lieut 
Peter Duthy, Third Lieut* 
J. P. Davey, Fourth Lieut. 
E. G. E. Napier, Fifth Lieut. 
M. Bradshaw, Master 



Robert Duncan, Sen. Mate 

Wm. Morris, Mate 

T. Maling, Mate 

A. J. Curtis, Mate 

James Steel, Mate 

J. H. Crang, Mate 

R. HulteNi Second Master. 



if 
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From Abmiral -*— to the Cokstructoh* 

** Bellerophon, Plymonth Sound, 

*< October Idth. 

"I enter into yoar feelings with all my heart and soul respecting 
Pique. I do sincerely lament, that anything should have detered you 
from having had dealt out to you, the same justice and &ir play that have 
been so properly observed towards Hayes, and you ought, therefore, 
(especially after the mortifying and various mishaps which befell Pique 
whilst she was last in commission, to have commanded her yourself for 
thej(r«< cruize, in company with Inconstant, or to have had a captain in her 
who would bona fide have carried your wishes into exeeution. 

*^ I heartily lament you are not on your nomination in the command of 
Pique — for the time being. All I can do under the circumstances I shall 
be placed in, is, to see fair play, and in exacting this, I shall not fail to 
express how deeply I think the captain is bound in justice to you to con- 
firm strictly to your wishes. 



i« 



We are riding out some thundering galea all well." 



From the Captaiit of the Pique to Sir T. Hardy. 

*'I have written a full and, I hope, a fair account to Symonds of 
Pique's performances during her cruize with Castor and Ringdove. We 
commenced from 15 to 17 inches by the stem, and gradually increased to 
3 feet, by pumping out of for^hold, getting eight foremost guns aft, shot 
cases, 4*c. and it altered and improved the very nature of the ship. 

• 

** We began by Castor having the best of it, but we turned the tables 
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as soon as we got to 2 feet ; latterly we had a great superiority over her 
in a heavy head sea, blowing strong, and I must say Pique is the most 
magnificient ship in a gale of wind I ever saw ; in Tight winds she has no 
superiority, simply because she spreads no canvas in proportion to her 
bulk, but against a heavy sea blowing hard, she can smother all the old 
style of ships. Our best trim, with 4 months, is about 2 feet 8 inches, 
increasing the difference as she lightens bodily, 32 iron-winged up in the 
after hold ; coal hold ought to be abreast the main hatchway, ma'^azine 
forward, main and mizen masts well aft, about 2i degrees. Ringdove 
beat Castor every day, blowing hard, or in moderate weather ; she is the 
best brig I have ever seen. Symonds's vessels are like cutters ; bring 
them to anything like an even keel and they bury themselves, but in trim 
there is nothing like them, they have every good quality. 

" We have experienced very bad weather during the last two months, 
and blockaded the Castor in Santander eleven days before she could get out, 
owing to the heavy sea setting in on the coast. I intend to leave ^2 tons 
of ballast; Pique ought to carry 4th rates masts ; she can bury all thoae 
foolish '52<gun ships. 



From the Captain of the Pique to the Constructor. 

"H.M.S. Pique, PorUmouA. 

October Idth, 1895. 

** Your beautiful ship has had the hardest thumping that ever was 
stood by wood and iron ; a strong current swept us in on the shore off 
Labrador, in the Belle-isle passage, and we laid on the ropka bes^ting our 
souls out for lOi mortal hours ; luckily her masts stood and everything 
else but the fore-foot and keel, which will be found wanting ; three days 
after we left the land we lost our rudder, the pintles of which must have 
been broken by the rocks, and we steered her home by 15 fathoms cable. 
The rudder you sent a descripti(»y of did not answer in a heavy seia, nei-^ 
ther did the Pakenham rudder ; we found nothing like the main and cross 
jack braces, twice only,blowing hard with aheavy ^ea,did she get out of our 
hands, when we hove her to with her head the wrong way, and I know of 
no other ship that would have stood such a wrangle. 

'^ We are all well on board, and understand the art of pumping/' 
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From the Captain of thb Pique to the Constructor. 

" After the obstinacy and perverseness I have shown on the subject 
of trim, I now confess, in justice to yourself, that 14 in. by the stern has 
turned out to be our best sailing trim, with the masts standing according 
to your plan, in smooth water. In the first trials off the wind. Inconstant 
had the advantage ; we carried one turn three spokes weather helm, wind 
one point free. The second day a heavy N.W. swell on our lee quarter, 
wind quarterly, made the ship steer badly, and I damaged myself by try- 
ing to improve, (shifting guns and weights). The third trial, Oct. 27th, 
wind nearly aft, water smooth, we cleared her 1800 yards in four hours. 
On the 29th, owing to a smash of spars the day before, when we com- 
menced by out-carrying Inconstant ; the admiral tried us with double- 
reefed topsails and top-gallant sails, when we could easily have carried 
another reef ; the consequence of this was, a slight advantage in favour of 
Inconstant, and I made it worse by running two main deck guns forward, 
during the last hour. On the dlst. Inconstant and Pique started together, 
Vanguard and Pantaloon on our weather beam, a fine breeze, top-gallant 
sails over single-reefed topsails, against a short chop of a sea ; for the 
first two hours Vanguard walked away from all, but the water smoothing 
down as we approached the land, we first disposed of Inconstant 2000 
yards on our lee beam by 1 o'clock, the Vanguard then a mile on our 
weather beam, we luffed up for her and crossed her lee bow and went 
away ahead and to windward, having quite as good of it as the Pantaloon ; 
trim computed, 20 feet 6 inches aft, 1 9ft. 4in. forward, 2 aft quarter deck 
guns at the entrance port, 2 cabin main deck guns abreast fore bitts, ham- 
mocks with 4 shot in each hanging up, ship's company in lower deck be- 
tween steerage and fore-hatchway. Now the ship lightens I have them 
all as safe as the Bank ; Inconstant is very fast off the wind, but neither 
she nor Pique (in her present trim) can beat the Vanguard against a head 
sea, whatever capers we may cut over her in smooth water ; we have both 
the same fault, a broad bow to stop us in a sea way. I have seen this 
ship occasionally perform such brilliant things at her present trim, and 
with her masts aft and 3ft. by the stern, that I must form this conclusion, 
* we have not yet arrived at her best,* some intermediate trim must be 
found to answer. With respect to trimming a ship during the time of trial, 
I discover nothing but that the very act of moving any great weight de- 
stroys her sailing at the time ; in short I know nothing, and of course can 
make no further experiment till I hear from you, except lightening the 
ship from the two extremes and hoisting in one of my quarter boats.*' 

Nn 
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From Captain Boxer. 

" Quebec, 
"March 23rd, 1845. 

" I was delighted to see by the last Mail, Lockyer*8 report of Albion, 
and ray report of Pique published, if you have any other documents of 
mine that would strengthen that report, I hope they will be published 
also ; for it is really shameful to see the scurrilous attacks that are made 
on your fine ships. The builder's report at Chatham, after all the work 
Pique had done while under ray command, would be a strong dociiment ; 
but you have many others equally so as to her qualifications, which if they 
had daylight, would be of great service ; I therefore hope they may not be 
kept back, for the time is now come to make a stand against a party who 
have been, for years, publishing nothing but falsehoods. 

'* I do not give up the chance of having in hand one of your fine 90- 
gun ships, for nothing should keep me in this long shore appointment if 
war was declared with any other power. 

'' I quite agree with you about Dover Harbour, and should have 
made the same protest as you have done, had I been one of the com- 
mittee ; from a knowledge of the movement of the shingle, which must 
not be stopped, if it is, it will fill the new Harbour, independent of the 
sediment of mud from the old ; — ^and you are quite right about the anchorage, 
for nothing can be worse. I gave this subject much consideration while 
residing at Dover. Have you seen the report of the committee on Dover 
Harbour ? if not, you can get it at that place ; Smeason*s report,' which is 
published in the report, treats it better than any other I have seen.'* 



H.M.S. CLEOPATRA. 



From an OrricsR or the Cleopatra. 

*'H,M.S. Cleopatra, Little Nore, 

" October 29th, 1855. 

'* It is with sincere and heartfelt pleasure that I inform you how 
much I am delighted with Cleopatra ; she sails very fast, works well, and 
is in every respect an easy comfortable good ship. Her going on shore 
has given me great pain ; however, it is a consolation to think it will prove 
to the world how Well your ships take the ground. To the best of my judg* 
ment the Cleopatra never struck on any part but her keel, at the time heel- 
ing about three streaks, and striking very heavy for about twelve hours, out 
of the six and twenty which she was on shore; still she appears to have 
received little or no damage. 

'* It is my opinion that had she been a vessel of the old construction, 
she must have struck on her bilge, which part being considerably 
weaker than her keel, would have made her getting off a doubtful case ; 
allowing that she was not bilged, it would still require a greater power 
to heave a vessel off, grounding on her bilge and keel at the same timCf 

" On the 25th of October, under double-reefed topsails, courses^ 
jib, and first-reefed driver, close hauled, she astonished \jl% all by going 
eleven knots clean off the reel ; a thing I had of^en heatd talked of, but 
always doubted until I saw the Cleopatra do it the other day; since wluch» 
we have had a very heavy gale of wind, in fact^ the heaviest I have ever 
seen on the coast of England, during the whole of which time she called 
fortKthe admiration of all hands, she was so easy, dry, and well behaved { 
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even those who were not inclined to give her all the credit she really de- 
served, were obliged to express their approbation of her splendid behaviour 
during the whole gale ; in confirmation of which, she did not strained a 
single rope, or a bit of her rigging chafe ; the harder it blows, the 
easier she appears to be, compared with other ships I have been in. 

" I am most sincerely obliged to you for getting me with Captain 
During the short time I have had the happiness of sailing with 



him, we have been placed in several very difficult situations, and believe 
me when I assure you that his cool, determined, officer and seaman-like 
conduct has endeared him to all on board the Cleopatra." 



H.M.S. DIDO. 



From the Captain of the Dido. 

"H.M.S. Dido, Malta, 

"March Slst, 1837. 

** We arrived here a few days since, after a rapid passage to Gibral- 
tar, from thence we proceeded along the south coast of Spain from Malaga 
to Barcelona ; while at Malaga, we encountered at anchor in the outer 
roads at that place, a Levanter, quite as furious as the one which caused 
H.M.S. Tyne to break her bottom nearly out, and the Orestes to cut 
away her masts in the mole. I arrived there one fine morning, and had 
to supply H.M.S. Harlequin with provisions in the mole, and as the 
Governor of the Town was to dine that day with her captain, I was induced 
to stop to meet him, but the sea got up so suddenly, that I lefl before the 
cloth was removed, and was nearly swamped going over the bar, but suc- 
ceeded in getting on board. When I got on board it was suggested by one 
of the officers that we should go to the mole, as the ship would not wea- 
ther the shoals ; my reply was, that I would ride out the gale where the 
ship was, as long as the cable would hold, and then I would try to beat 
out under storm sails and reefed courses, with topmasts struck, and 
instantly ordered the topmasts down, jib boom in, storm sails bent and 
sheets afl, courses reefed, let go a second anchor, and veered 170 fathoms 
of chain cable. For two days she rode over a sea the most frightful I have 
ever witnessed at anchor, but the Dido is a most perfect roadster, or she 
could not have lived through such a sea. I would have tried her at 
once under canvas to beat out, if I could have depended on the crew, but 
they were all young hands, and had not yet settled in their places. The 
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last of S.E. gale is always the worst, and the last two hours of the gale t 
was repeatedly applied to, to run for the mole to save our lives. The 
agony I suffered in refusing I cannot describe. I have now the satisfaction 
of knowing that I was right, as two coasting schooners went all to boards 
by striking on the bar at the entrance of the mole. The Pembroke, 74, 
drove from her anchors at Gibraltar during the same gale, struck the 
rocks and knocked part of her false keel off, and has sailed for England 
to be docked. 



H,M.S. PANDORA. 



From the Commander of the Pandora. 

" We arrived here a week since, 26 days from Halifax, having had 
to contend against a N.E. wind 15 days. My outward passage of the 
same number, pleased all the people there, and as it was Pandora's first 
appearance, she was visited by all classes, and gained the admiration of 
all. I have now tried her on all points and in all weathers, and I repeat 
my thorough conviction that she is the safest vessel I ever sailed in ; al- 
though in coming home, on the outer edge of the Gulf Stream, we en- 
countered a very heavy gale from the westward, running before it 10 or 
11 knots, under double-reefed topsails and foresail, with a cross sea 
running in very heavy broken rollers ; of course the dead lights, and all 
necessary precaution had been used. At 3 o'clock I went down to din- 
ner, quite satisfied that with common attention, we were doing well. In 
a few minutes after, I should think, from having allowed her to broach to, 
a heavy roller broke in our starboard quarter, and washed away the 
binnacle, stove the dingy in on deck, repairing, into small pieces, and two 
or three hammock's stantions damaged, the officer of the watch, and the man 
at the helm, received severe contusions, and one man had an arm broken ; 
not a drop of water went below, and before I could get on deck, it had all 
disappeared, being only ankle deep ; this did not deter us from still run- 
ning, and I afterwards proved that this accident must have been from 
neglect. The gale certainly was not one of a common description. A very 
large ship we passed appeared to be suffering, and one we passed the 
day before was dismasted. 

*' Colonel Brough, of the Artillery, the only passenger on board, has 
written back to Halifax, much in praise of Pandora. This gale has now 
proved to me her excellent qualities on all points, and her sailing as- 
tonishes me the more I see it ; in coming in here we worked from the Lands' 
End, round the Lizard, to Falmouth in, 14 hours, against a very strong 
wind and sea, when no other vessel could get round. A Swedish fri- 
gate and a round stern 20-gun French brig, we left out of sight in six 
hours, on our passage." 
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